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Rev. Max is everywher e!

Listen! On the air! On tape! On a record! Is it
a rock star? Is it a carnival sideshow? Is it a
biscuit salesman? No, its Max Solbrekken!

That, my friends, is the impression one gets of
the Reverend Max — an image that hardly
reflects the title of Pastor. He's real, though
open and believable despite the super-salesman
image.

Max Solbrekken did not intend to go into the
ministry. He just planned to go to church on
Sunday and enjoy himself the rest of the week
like everybody else. Until, that is, his father had
a miracle experience through a series of Oral
Roberts broadeasts back in 1956.

It was a healing from God that shook up the
entire family, because Mr. Soibrekken Sr. rarely
attended church. This despite his belief that if he
didn’t want a tribe of heathens on his hands, his
kids better attend Norwegian Lutheran Church
with their mother.

Mrs. Solbrekken’s advice to her family was
‘“...don’t listen to the Mormons or the Jehovah
Witnesses, don’t ever marry a Catholic and stay
away from those strange Pentecostals.”

They also figured the Baptists wére kind of
flipped out, sort of fanatic and always trying to
drown each other in the river. All they knew was
the Lutheran Church.

But Max Solbrekken is a ‘‘right-now’’ type of
person, and when his father was healed, Max,
then 24, wanted the gifts of the spirit, too.

If it works, bring it on. If it doesn’t, out the
door.

He was fed up with the inconsistency of the
churches and what he calls the gap theory:
Something a long time ago, something in the far
off future, nothing for now.

He started telling people about God for now,
miracles for now, and about the power he had
found.

‘“We need that Power. The world is alluring,
the flesh is powerful, and the devil is real.”

Finally, in 1965, he was ordained in-an old
Russian order and now refers to himself as
trans-denominational, preaching to all who will
listen. And he isn't satisfied with just a few, he
wants multitudes. He says he doesn’t push
himself, but he certainly projects an image of
urgency.

Are the healings he claims real? Do they last?
He maintains they are. After all, the entire life of
Jesus was contrary to the laws of nature.

A supernatural life. God is God and you don’t
question what is written in the Bible, which Max
knows Jike kids know commercials.

ELDRIDGE

Laughing, he' toid stories of a couple of new
converts to the evangelistic ministry. One
preached from a Concordance. The other
thought that the epistles were the sons of the
Apostles.

“When miracles don’t happen they don't
happen. There are so many things about God
that nobody can understand. If I didn’t need Him
I would be God. If He was a man I wouldn’t need
Him. Thank God we can’t understand God!

“Even if the cures were for psychosomatic ills,
it would at least empty the hospitals of about 80
per cent of the patients. Love. your doctor, pray
for your nurse.”

Yet there is case after case recorded of
physical cures confounding the medical
profession. Healing is making a person whole —
spirit, mind and body. Jesus does the healing.

Solbrekken believes Jesus is about to return,
that we are in the end of times. He backs that
conviction with quotes from scientists and, of
course. the Bible. He's not worried, though, he
says he’s waiting for the uppertaker, not the
undertaker.

How to keep up with all this — messages of
hope and faith, crusades where thousands at a
time are reached — can be read in his magazine,
“Cry Of His Coming.” It can be heard on tape
and record in French and English or one can
even attend Canadian Bible Academy, of
which he is prepident and founder. Even if he did
clear a bundle, he wouldn’t have time to spend it.

Soon to be peen on TV will be a series of

interviews Regerend Solbrekken has arranged
with seven of our nation's most powerful men in
a program called Canada Turn Around.
- Somehow, he still manages to keep up with the
latest scientific, technical, social and political
situations. He plays hockey and spends time with
his Jovely wife and six children.

There’s no doubt about it. He's a most
interesting brother. But if you happen to be
troubled with insomnia, don’t expect to go to
sleep until you get home. Sleeping through one of
his services would be like trying to sleep on the

GLADYS
[

Max Solbrekken




Crackdown on teen a
no raphy

(;T"TA\;/.AI (CP) — Canadians ay have to deal
wit a whole new set of spxual
ot hlld por

571 would ban €

B l 3 of provisions dealmg
exug cl_a_tggns_wix.b

o -

An official said the ground rule for adults will be:
“If you fool around with anyone under 16. youre in
trou:EiE e

OI’ tee Ste“es

Exposed to
dren W\Lh 0“

(.\\l\dre“

ung chil
3y imacy

Y oung

esents
Pr t sexual int

en unn\dl‘
seven

porll‘rse petween

s often as intercou

d s a
ume P
ed uple '
e s sexual intimacy
r.
ov\n 1 7 times per hou

ra would be cha rged

wert
study
sexua b
frequen
ual encounters ep
cr\odb exc

s'j*‘“ M‘Grrences

2 { offences relating to so-called “*kiddie
porn__ w d_be inserted jn the Criminal Code and
WO m dumed at anyone_ dnstnbuu@g films or

magazines in which ,chxldren er. 16 w own
l!}.;tz&ua'lix.:zgegg_n OS]
“We're going after the O oducgers, distributors,
lkg%%g_gs_,_ eve hrietien . said of the
_g _,__,p;gp_gsals. T:hm:ﬁ will be a

;:}:-esu pti on_of nst some beople even if

65 __QLQ.I.IQJ. w__hc__n,_LhS.ﬁlm Or_picture was
made.’

he most substantial provisions in the bill deal
with the handling of rape cases, to be called ““sexual
assault”™ under the proposed law.

These proposals would limit Qquestioning of
women about their sexual past. A recent Supreme
Court of Canada decision re-established the ability
of a person accused of rape t
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Edmonton’s anti-porn Pastor Max
Solbrekken is declaring war on
Dallas’ famous J.R. Ewing.

Solbrekken told The Sun yesterday
he’s ‘100 per cent in agreement’’
with a Winnipeg clergyman who

labelled the Dallas television series
‘“tainted meat — a case of spiritual
botulism.’’

Solbrekken said the show’s hero-
villain, J.R., is a “‘scoundrel that
repulses me. He presents the view
that the more wicked you can be,
and the more loose-living, the better
you are.’’

He said the international
popularity of the U.S. television
show saddens him, since it portrays

attacks
- Dallas
‘disease”

ge sex

a world of broken relationships,
adultery, lies, killing and evil ‘“‘as if
it were the norm — and it’s not the
norm.

He said shows like Dallas will be
new targets in his growing attack on
pornography — a battle he feels he’s
winning after the federal
government announced it will be
introducing a bill to ban kiddy porn.

The bill will jail anyone who
produces, stars in or sells
pornographic films involving people
under 16.

‘““I can see now that even the
government is concerned,’’
Solbrekken said. s That"s
encouraging.’’
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at yvoung girls who thought

about §uch _ matters as birth| TV rt_rai.als weyre realistic were
affairs are | control, said psychologist Dr. n&_ Mumes more likely to be-
Charles Corder-Bolz. “*As a result, come _than girls who did

.

worry either.

girls development researcher

Radek, Dr. Corder-Bolz said,

these girls think they don’'t have to

Conducting the study with child
Cathy
‘lwe

not beli eve the shows were re-
alistic.™

The results of the study. which
involved 24 girls, ““were alarming
— I didn’t expect it."” he said.
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For years, people said,
she’d been running around
Guntur, India, ranting and
raving, ripping off her
clothes, sleeping in parks.

In 1966 she — and about
3.000 others — attended
a revival in Guntur's
Freadom Park led by Pas
tar Max Solbrekken, of
KEdmonton' s Faith
Cathedral,

“As I was about .0 begin
preaching this woman
stood to her feet and
began to scream and
yell,”” says Solbrekken.
“The interpreter said she
was saying ‘We don’t like
this man. We don't like
this Jesus ' She shook and
fell. '’

Solbrekken says he ran
to lay his hands on her
commanding ‘‘all foul
spirits and demons from
hell to leave.”

She came to and tried
to bite his hand, he says.

“She started to say, ‘We
are not leaving her. We
have been here 10 years
You can not make us go. "

He commanded again
and ‘‘they’’ began to
scream.

“The only way to de-
seribe it is like slaught-
ered pigs squealing. It
came to a crescendo and
demons coming out jerked
her up,” he says.

Pastor un Solbrek-

ken proaches to his
faithful at Faith Ca-
thedral on 96 Ave. in
Edmonton. He says
he’s conducted ‘hun-
dreds’ of exorcisms.
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In Sweden-you can pay a stiff fine and even go to jail
for disciplining your children.

And young Yec)ple are suffering psychologically be-
cause of the loose lifestyle this sort of legislation
encourages.” '

~ There is more co-habitation than marriage, abortion
has become a popular form of birth control and mental
illnotis due to stress is climbing astronomically among
youtn. ;

Psychiatrists have their hands full and the churches
are almost empty. :

- When my son Ken married his Swedish fiancee last
March in Laxa it made a big splash in the local daily

newspaﬁr. : ; ,
Weddings are getting more and more scarce as com-
mon-law arrangements are totally accepted.

- Plan backfires

That socialist state’s experiment with permissive-
ness and child-pampering has backfired and now psy-
chologists, educators and the medical profession are
declaring that they’'ve made some mistakes.

Parliamentarians are saying it’s time to tighten up
the ship, turn things around and get back to more tradi-
tional values.

Dr.. Douglas Kellﬁ, éhief psychiatriét at the Nurem-

berg war trials,

ed, “spare the Freud and save the
child” :

He stated that the fear of repressing children has run

wild through modern education and child rearing.
The result is “a generation of children who have not
heen taught the discipline required for getting along

Cwith thawarld
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lems encountered with some philosophies of bringing up
kids, several things come to mind: : g
1. Many child abusers were themselves abused. Their
parents were Eermissive, abusive and undisciplined.

2. Many chi
alcohol.

ld abusers are addicted to drugs or

3. Many child abusers are unwed mothers; or the
boyfriends of the child’s mother.

We have only to see the awful results of the Freudian
philosophy on the children that were raised under his
teaching. ;

The child abusers of today were the undisciplined
children of yesteryear, raised under the watchful eye of
Dr. Spock and the procedures of Freud. :

Unrestrained permissiveness breeds contempt and
lawlessness, but disciplined restraifit produces respon-
sible rationalism.

Let us teach our children that it pays to be honest,
industrious and charitable instead of dishonest, lazy and
self-centred. :
(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral) *
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PASTOR MAX SOLBREKKENS column
is now carried regularly in the

Edmonton Sun. Calgary Sun. Lloydminster Daily Times.
Lethbridge Herald. and Prince Albert Daily Herald.




While many in the city of Edmonton perhaps t;y to
analyse the person of Max Solbrekken, may I, his wife of
29 years, attempt to pinpoint some of the characteris-
tics which make him unique?

Let’s start with the summer of 1954. While holidaying
at Sylvan Lake with two girlfriends, I happened to meet
this tall, handsome man who was soon to change the
course of my life.

It didn’t take long to discover that he was, first of all,
a top-notch salesman: by the end of the day, he had sold

all of us girls life insurance policies. Little did he
realize he would be paying my premium for many
years

Fr(;m there, he went on to sell meat for Swift’s
and, finally, biscuits for McCormicks. You name it, if it
was saleable, he could sell it.

‘Peace-loving man’

A year and some months after we met, we exchanged
marriage vows and agreed we wanted at least the first
50 years to be a honeymoon.

And because he is a peace-loving man and very wise
and tactful, we have had a very happy life. I can re-
member times when I would be really angry and upset
about something, he would always be ready with one of
his funnies. And by the time I'd laughed and had a good
cry, the problem seemed solved.

e has a wonderful quality of making a quick come-
back from disappointments and has always said he
won’t allow himself to be discouraged for more than
five minutes at a time.

A short time after" we were married, Max experi-
enced a very dramatic change in his life when he be-
came a born-again Christian. With the same zeal he’d
had as a commercial traveller, he became a staunch
promoter of the Gospel of Christ everywhere he
travelled.

During the course of our'first 12 years of mar-
ria%e, we were blessed with six beautiful children — so
while my husband travelled, did business and preached,
I changed diapers, sterilized bottles, became a first
class referee, judge, jury and all that goes with raising a
family.

" DONNA
SOLBREKKEN

How did Max Solbrekken have time to be a father,
you ask? Every moment he spent at home was with his
children, playing with them, spoiling them a little and
loving them a lot. The children adored him, and I must
admit he has been a very considerate, understanding
and loving husband and father.

He is also an ardent sports fan, having been very
athletic throughout his life — Max especially loves
?::key -and still occasionally plays with the church

m.

This husband of mine is a human dynamo, with end-
less energy and a mind so active that before one idea
can get off the ground, another is being born. He be-
fiieytw anything can be done if you make up your mind to

o it.

In my travels about the city on errands for our
church, and when asked to give my name sometimes, I
get the reaction, “You’re not uh .., related to ... Max
Solbrekken?” One time I quickly replied: “And before
you say anything that will embarrass you ... yes, I am
his wife!” Although people have a variety of opinions,
most agree they admire the fact he is not afraid to stand
up for what he believes.

Rich — in spirit
Others say he is rich — with Cadillacs and homes in
the Bahamas! If that’s really so, I wonder how all this
wealth has eluded me all these years, since I have al-
ways handled the money — when there was some to

handle. We have not lived our life for earthly riches, but
rather those which are eternal!

Lastly, I'll touch on the author aspect — he has al-
ways been an ardent reader — staying up all hours
reading, studying and writing. He has written a number
of books and scores of articles and loves to write —
perhaps I'm prejudiced but I think he does a very fine
job; mind lyou, isn’t that the way it should be?

Max Solbrekken, I think you’re OK!




““As the demons came out of her, a spray of blood
came out of her mouth and spurted on my chest.”

She came to and sobbed. asking three questions: “Where
am I? Who are vou? Where are my children.” he says.

“The crowd saw this. Officials stood open-mouthed.”

Closer to home and more recently, a woman brought
another woman into Faith Cathedral.

“She had been involved in Indian religion and had gone
really squirrelly. We prayed with her for several hours. We
exorcised demons in the name of Jesus. The woman is
perfectly normal today,” says Solbrekken.

Not just horns and a tail

Demons ‘‘very definitely” exist, says the pastor who
claims he’s conducted “hundreds” of exorcisms.

And don't look only for horns and a tail.

“Wherever there's deception or phobic fear, wherever
there’s unreal torment of the mind, Satan works.”

Demons appear in tragedy, a death, or rejection.

He says a bachelor farmer from Cold Lake came to ask
for help because no woman would live with him.

“A lot of the farmers there couldn’t get wives because
their houses were haunted. They'd hear eerie things.

“We went through his whole house with aunointing oil.
The last time he came to church he came with a woman.”

_are they? Edmonton Sun columnist Linda Slobodian

SLOBODIAN

Demons are the stuff of legends and Hollywood. Or

o two area men who have conducted exorcisms,

Another man went 1o a white witch asking her to
help him get rid of a woman who was trying to seduce him.

“The woman didn't bother him again. But he began to get
demon visits three times a week.

“One night he fought with the devil. The devil got hold of
his leg and twisted it out of joint. He went to see his priest
and his priest told him to go see a psvchiatrist.”

He went to Solbrekken. An exorcism was performed.
“The demons left.”

In a voodoo temple in Haiti. Solbrekken says he saw a

man possessed who started dancing.

“His gyrations were not humanly possible. I saw him
dance on hot coals. He plunged a knife repeatedly into his
stomach and throat. There was no wound. 1 saw it myself.

“I laid my hands on him and he cried out to God.”

But demons don't like being driven out, says the pastor.

“They become very angry and violent,” says Solbrekken,
who claims a physical attack on his life by the devil in 1967
at a Pentecostal Bible college in Quebec.

cked in hallway

One night he was awakened by “an evil, heavy life in the
room. I knew it was the devil. I immediately made my
confession of faith to God and Jesus.”

Eefore the night was over he drove Satan away again.

That morning, he was hurrying to deliver a service.

“No one was in the corridor. I was attacked in that
corridor like someone doubled 10 fists and hit my solar
plexus. The force took the wind out of me. I almost fell
over, sweating profusely, weak as a kitten.

“I wanted to vomit. In the chapel the minute I read
sceriptures and prayed the power of strength came back to

me.’
Tomorrow: Spotting the fakes §
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Minister vows

By ALAN NORTH

Evangelist Max Solbrekken’s
fight against pornography, which

began in July when-he picketed
the movie The Blue Lagoon, is
by no means over.

Interviewed at his Revival
Centre in the city’s west end, he
sard it was his duty as a
Christian to stand up for what is

*decent and moral.”
Since his July protest, Mr.
Solbrekken has been on

evangelical missions to Africa
and Europe, and back home has
recently begun building a
SSUG{IIJ addition to the Revival

Centre.

But the pornography issue just
won't die, he says.

“They don't want me to stop.”

He is referring to the response
since he demanded that The
Blue Lagoon be classified
Restricted Adult. “It's
astounding, Everyone is
concerned.”

Mr. Solbrekken is convinced
that the western world is
declining rapidly.

This is exemplified, he says, by
increasing violence, and “moral
decline,” like teen pregnancy
and venereal disease.
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to escalate fight against pornography

Moral decline and violence are
both  directly linked to
pornography, Mr. Solbrekken
says.

The main problem, he says,
and one which he's attempting to
correct with his evangelistic
missions, is that people have
forsaken God — something he
blames mostly on the clergy.

“We've got a generation of
young people who won't work
and who know nothing of
decency and morality.

".‘:‘r'hat we need is a tightening
up.

Mr. Solbrekken says he wants
laws everywhere making
all pornography illegal.

He says if it's illegal 10 swear
on a radio program, then it
should be illegal to swear in a
book, in a movie or on TV.

Mr. Solbrekken even objects
to the word, strip-tease. “Why
should it be a ‘tease’ — the very
word is provocative.

“The bottom line would be,
Let's protect children and
women against that which would
induce sadists, rapists and
criminals to molest innocents.”

When asked if he would go so

far as to ban such books as 1.D.
Salinger's The Catcher in the
Rye, or W.0. Mitchell's Who
Has Seen the Wind, Mr.
Solbrekken says only that such
books will always exist with
man's propensity for evil.

“The Pope was cnticized
because he declared what he's
supposed to declare. But a
minister is supposed to take a
stand. Without that, we wouldn't
have a church.”

How far is Max Solbrekken
willing to take his campaign for
change?

He says he/wouldn't go so far
as to back any particular
political candidate or group
who'd bring in such legislation.
But at the same ume, he
emphasizes the church's role as a
social pressure group.

“We must be a conscience to ®
the government and hold up a _

standard . . . The church as a
conscience can affect legislators.

“I'm not a fanatic, an
extremist. | know we can't
cleanse the world totally. But we
can take a stand on what we
know is decent and right.”

Max Solbrekken
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WHAT IS THE WORLD COMING TO?

“If we fail, the whole world ... will sink into the abyss
of a new dark age made more sinister and perhaps more
prolonged by the lights of a perverted science.”

— Winston Churchill (194€)

've seen it coming for a long time! ( / 9‘*°)
l First, it was abortion on demand. Get rid of unwanted
babies so you can play without paying. Destroy the evi-
dence in the fast, loose game of lust and irresponsible loving.
Misled, selfish and uncaring women who claim “control
over my body,” totally violating the rights of the little baby
whose heart pounds within their wombs.
And the spineless actions of young men who have lost
their sense of direction and pride of fatherhood!
.Abortion has been called the “crime of the century, the
holocaust of the unborn and the murder of the innocents.”
In my opinion, there is but a short distance between abor-
tion and euthanasia and another small step to genocide.

In the past few years, investigations are proving that
euthanasia is far more prevalent than what we believed.
There have been lingering doubts about the deaths of some
elderly, handicapped or terminally-ill people — but no proof.

Now, it’s not unusual to read accounts of “mercy killings”
or elimination of chronically-ill patients by nurses or order-
lies.

Recently, four Austrian nurses confessed to murdering 49
elderly patients in a Vienna hospital, in what is termed
“mercy killings.”

Police are discounting any mercy in the killings because of
the horrible way they died. Some of the patients had their
noses plugged and water forced into their lungs. Others were
given overdoses of insulin or tranquilizers.

According to police sources, the nurses admitted killing
patients they considered a nuisance. And that each one knew

Edmonton Sunday Sun, Sunday, April 16, 1989
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what the others were doing and sometimes worked in pairs.
A Vienna newspaper quoted Nurse Waltraud Wagner as

telling police: “If someone made me angry I gave them a free
bed in heaven.”

The 1971 movie Dr. Cook’s Garden, starring Bing Crosby,
portrayed the power of life and death in the hands of a small
town doctor who quietly eliminated those he chose.

The movie medic believed he had the right to rid the town of
inebriated wife beaters,the chronicallyill and unproductive —
like a gardener pulling out weeds.

He was finally found out, when the son of a drunk —
whom he had disposed of — returned from medical school as
his associate.

Sir Winston Churchill saw the “hand-writing on the wall” as
early as 1940, when he called Nazi science “perverted
science.”

Adolph Hitler believed in Darwinian socialism — geneti-
cally inferior humans allowed to die out and those with supe-
rior genes encouraged to breed — thus developing a super
race!

The process began by medical doctors sterilizing the
“unfit.” The next step was to kill “impaired” adults and
finally full-scale genocide of Jews, gypsies and other
“undesirables.”

German scientists disregarded the Hippocratic Oath,

seared their consciences and forsook Judaeo-Christian Spir-

itual laws, in order to blindly follow a madman.

And so one of the world’s most enlightened scientific and
medical communities was plunged into the abyss of which

Churchill warned. 5

Is “perverted science” taking over in the biotechnology
industry? Will demands for higher living standards, less gov-
ernment restraint and a rise in secular humanism endanger
civilization again?

Are we on the verge of opening a pandora’s box of uncon-
trollable forms of life or genetically-engineered viruses,
which could ravage the planet — people as well as pests —
through genetic research?

Thomas Jefferson wrote the first U.S. patent law in 1793.
And in 1988 that country’s Supreme Court applied the Jeffer-
sonian measure, ruling that new forms of life created in the
laboratory could be patented. The decision climaxed eight
years of legal battles and has dramatically boosted the ge-
ne}ifc engineering industry, which seeks to create new forms
of life.

A Time magazine report, June 30, 1988, states: “The court’s
ruling also revived fears ... about the dangers of tampering
with life. The centre of dispute was a new human-made varia-
tion of the common bacterium Pseudomonas.”

Another scary side is the sale of kidneys, corneas and
other human transplants, highlighted by the recent kidney-
for-profit scandal in Great Britain — prompting a govern-
ment investigation. As well as the trade in aborted humans
fetuses for cosmetics and other purposes!

U.S. author Paul Bowles, 75, was asked by Newsweek:
“What i$ your view of the world?”

Bowles answered: “The world has gone to pieces in a
moral sense. No one is honest anymore the way they were 60
years ago. There was a concept of what is a gentleman: it was
a valued attribute of our Western culture. Now no one cares,
There is also an enormous emphasis on money.” e

Yet, there is hope if we persevere!
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Christ’s second coming 1S S00N

“The greatest danger of the next century will be: religion
without the Holy Ghost, Christianity without Christ, forgive-
ness without repentance, politics without God and Heaven
without hell.”

— General William Booth

ore than 80 years ago, William Booth — founder of
the Salvation Army — prophesied the exact condi-
tions which exist in the church world today.

His prophetic warning needs to be heralded and heeded
even more now, as we near the end of this century.

Most people think of the Salvation Army in terms of dedi-
cated Christians who sell their “War Cry” magazine in beer
parlors, ring bells to raise money for Christmas cheer or
operate soup kitchens for the down-and-outers.

For more than eight decades, they have reached out to the
poor, hungry and sinful with “soup, soap and salvation.”

But William Booth was more than just a compassionate
clergyman, who rolled up his sleeves and tackled the prob-
lems of alcoholism and poverty. And his prophetic warning
wa®“right on.” Let us look at the six areas of concern he
named.

® Religion without the Holy Ghost: The word “religion”
bothers a lot of people. They know of religions that are pagan
in belief and others that are Christian in name only!

Religion in its true sense however, means more than that.

True religion is a guard or protection against the devil,
sin and wickedness.

It stands against pornography, abortion, homosexuality, in-
cest, child abuse, rape and murder! And “undefiled religion”
also helps the widows and orphans in their need.

Without the Holy Spirit, the church is lifeless.

® Christianity without Christ: Christmas is a good example
of this. Everybody loves the holidays, gifts and good atmo-
sphere generated at Christmas-time.

But how many believe in Jesus Christ, whose birth we
celebrate? Unfortunately, Santa Claus gets top billing.

Two leading Anglican clergymen have proved William
Booth’s prophecy true. Archbishop Desmond Tutu of South
Africa doubts the virgin birth of Christ. “I always thought He
might have been illegitimate,” he stated. And Reverend Run-
cie, Archbishop of Canterbury does not believe in the physical
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

® Forgiveness without repentance: All the prophets and
apostles preached that repentance of sin was necessary for
forgiveness. Repentance means “to turn around,” to be sorry
enough to change.But Jesus said, “Except ye repent, ye shall
all likewise perish”.

® Salvation without regeneration: Regeneration is that sov-
ereign act of God, whereby He does a work of grace within us.
We cannot save ourselves by our good works, which Prophet
Isaiah called, “filthy rags.”
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Jesus said, “Except ye be born again, ye shall not inherit the
kingdom of God.”

® Politics without God: King David had a word of warning
for politicians in Psalm 2: “Be wise therefore, O ye kings: be
instructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with fec
and rejoice with trembling.”

If we had more godly men and women in government in
Canada, we wouldn’t have the moral problems we face today.
And we wouldn’t have the bloody deaths of more than 60,000
unborn babies on our hands every year.

The Bible says, “When the wicked rule, the people mourn
but when the righteous rule, the people rejoice.”

It’s no wonder the people of Romania and Panama are
rejoicing, since the evil, ungodly dictators that ran roughshod
over them for so long have been deposed.

@ Heaven without hell: Scripture clearly points out that
man is created in God’s image. Man is a spirit being that lives
in a house called a body and has a soul or mind. When death
comes, the soul stops functioning, the body goes back to
dust — to await the resurrection — and the spirit goes to stand
before God. ’

In my opinion, the rapid developments in the East Bloc, the
continuous turmoil in the Middle East and upheavals of all
sorts around the world, point to the coming of Christ soon.

And the church must take to heart General William Booth’s
warning!



“We are shaped and fashioned by what we love.”
— Goethe, German poet.
“The love of money is the root of all evil.”
2 ; — St. Paul.

How true. And when people are snared by covetousness,
their lives become unhealthy, warped and greed-filled.

Every waking hour is consumed by thoughts of making
money and how to exploit each moment for that purpose.
Other people’s feelings, priorities and friendships are insignif-
-icant, as _they ride roughshod over morals, principles and
etiquette.

A selfish lifestyle .,
Others are totally “pleasure-madé!” 7nad.
“Hedonistic”’ describes the selfish lifestyle adopted by

many. But true love seeks to make others happy and gives

joyfully without expecting anything in return.

A Christian missionary saved a young man from the streets
of India some years ago. He gave him the name John Paul, as
well as a splendid education. Today, John Paul is an excellent
surgeon, sought after by hospitals across India and other
countries.

He isn’t interested in large salaries, fine titles or expen-
sive homes. Together with his wife, a nurse, they’ve set up a
sidewalk hospital in the slum area where he grew up. And the
people are given the best care, by one of India’s finest sur-
geons, because he once slept on their sidewalks, and hasn’t
forgotten.

Jesus said when making a feast, we should not only invite
the rich and influential, but the poor, crippled, and blind.

In many countries the handicapped are on the streets beg-
ging, while the rich live in total luxury. Too many people love
only theinselves.

General Williamm Booth, founder of the Salvation Army,
began his work in the slums of London; he had the word
“others” painted on his pulpit.

Goethe so truly stated that we are shaped by the things we
love.

Nature lovers seem to be caught up with nature and them-
selves. Animal lovers often spend more time with animals
then fellow humans. <

But people who love God seem to have an easy time loving
their fellow man, as well as caring for animals and nature.

Effects of love abound

The Bible states that we should love God with all our hearts,
and our neighbor as ourselves.

Mother Teresa’s labor of love ameng the homeless in Cal-
cutta recently sparked a team of Harvard scientists to do a
study on “the effects of love.” ¢ S

“There is no doubt that giving love bolsters the immune
system and helps people resist all kinds of diseases,” states
James McKay, a member of the university team.

“We found that selfless love and caring for others is directly
linked to good health. Also, a sense of humor and lack of
cynicism seems to affect disease fighting capabilities.” .

McKay believes that if you feel good about yourself and
others, the feeling is transmitted to disease-resisting lympho-
cites in the blood, strengthening them.

Dr. Bernard Siegel, author of the book, Love, Medicine and
Miracles, writes: “1 don’t believe it’s a coincidence that angry
people succumb to diseases; we have established that despair
certainly affects the immune system. )

“I have seen ill patients recover when they've adopted a
more loving attitude,” adds the Connecticut surgeon.
A 75-year-old man died of natural causes in a U.S. peniten-
tiary recently. He had been incarcerated for 40 years and his
- story is a blessing to me.
The unusual aspect is that for four decades he was a model
prisoner and worked with chaplains to help others. His con-
version from rebellion and hatred came about by a little

girl’s kind act. i

As an incorrigible, he was being transported by train 1
armed guard to Sing Sing prison in New York. While w:
on the platform to change trains, the convict caught the a
tion of the five-year-old who was with her mother.

“Who is that man in the striped clothes? Why i$ he |
cuffed to that policeman? Why is his hair shaved off?” z
the little girl.

Even after being told not to look at “that bad man,” b
mother, she snatched the rose out of her mom’s lapel a’ndf

| the criminal with these words: “Mr. Badman, maybe no

loves you, but God loves you, and sodo 1.”

When he arrived at the penitentiary, he could thir
nothing but the flower and the little girl’s words, a
brought him in contact with God. ’

Truly, love conquers all!
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The Galilee rabbl died for us

The Roman governor stepped out on the balcony. The

atmosphere was tense and the air was charged with
hostility toward the lowly Galilean rabbi with a crown of
thorns on his head.

The blood had matted his hair and his beard had
been yanked out. His back was raw and bleeding from
the cruel cat-of-nine-tails the occupying Roman soldiers
had masterfully laid upon his back.

The prisoner was a despicable sight. All night long

without sleep in one kangeroo court after another. First ~

before Caiaphas the High priest and Annas, his corrupt
predecessor and father-in-law, who still wielded power
behind the scenes. Then before King Herod, who was
more interested in pleasing Caesar than seeing justice
enacted.

The Bible says, “He was taken from prison and from
judgment: And who shall declare his generation? for he
was cut off out of the land of the living: For the trans-
gression of my people was he stricken.” (Isa. 53:8.)

Pontius Pilate didn’t want to get involved in a Jewish
religious argument. But he didn't want to see a miscar-
riage of justice, either.

He had ordered Jesus of Nazareth to be scourged and °
he fully intended to release Him. He didn’t want to
execute an innocent man.

SOLBREKKEN

Every Passover the Roman government freed one
prisoner as a token of good will.

He gave the crowd now the choice of Jesus the prophet
from Galilee or Barabbas the murderer.

“Give us Barabbas,” they chanted. “We want
Barabbas,” ,

“What shall we then do with qus that is called the
Christ?” asked the governor.

“Let him be crucified,” roared the mob.

Then Pilate called for water to wash his hands.

“I'am free from the blood of this innocent man,” stated
the governor.

They laid the rugged tree upon his bleeding back and
Jesus staggered down the cobblestone streets of Jeru-
salem towards Golgotha, the place of a skull.

As he stumbled and fell, Simon of Cyrene was com-

pelled to carry the cross of Jesus to Calva

There they crucified Jesus of Nazaret
thieves.

They nailed a sign over His head calling
of the Jews!”

He looked down upon His accusers in I
“Father, forgive them, for they know not v

Meanwhile, back at the prison, the grir
the heavy doors with an oath. He ha
Barabbas the killer.

Barabbas snarled at the guard.

* “Get up,” snapped the Roman. He tur
unlock the shackles.

“OK, get out of here! You're free to leav

“What do you mean?” gasped the pris
you were taking me out like the other two.

“Have you heard of the prophet Jesus?”

“Yeah ”

“Well, He took your place. He's dying
Cross nght now. So you can go free!”

As the door swung open and Barabbas
the dungeon a free man, Jesus turned t
on the cross next to his and said, “This da
with mein paradise,” .~

(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith C
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‘'We must rebound
from fiery blow

Anyone who has gone through a devastating fire will
never forget it, especially if that which is being des-
troyed means a lot to you. =

There is a feeling of hopelessness in trying to prevent
that which you see happening before your eyes.

Jane Munro was there when it hapg:ned, and she will
never forget nor will anyone else who saw our church

burn. :

I was in B.C. this past week so missed the action.

The emotional strain and the frustration of being
away with commitments to keep in B.C. and a strong
desire to fly back almost tore me apart. !

: Cathedral was ablaze

ThelastﬂﬂngmectedwasaﬁreatFaithCaﬂle-
dral — the $1%-mi jon structure on 156 St. — con-
structed of concrete blocks and brick, with a huge steel
cross at the front.

But last Monday, at about 6 p.m., it happened. Ap-
parently the fire had been smouldering for some time
under the altar area in the electrical system.

OurstaﬁhadleftatSp.m.Pasermilwasdoing
ﬂlone counselling and stayed until 5:30 p.m. Only Jane

unro was still in the big building, deeply engrossed in
her layout and art work.

Mary Cambal was returning home from work and as
shepassedthechurch,sbesawsmokecomingmwfﬂle
roof near the huge cross. She tried all the doors, but they

Mary then broke
gain entrance.
Bythisﬁme.laneheardthecommotionandwentw
investigate. As she reached the church foyer, she
flames were leaping upwards.
ms'l‘heﬁredepartmmtrespondedqmcﬂy' and therest is
istory. 4
Allrythedoorswereswnngopentoallowsmoketo
escape, large plastic blankets were laid upon the grand
piano, organ and other musical instruments.

hoses and water spraying ev ]
minutatheywereontheroofwiththeirsawsandues,
leaving a gaping hole.

They were fantastic, reported onlookers who saw the
Edmonton fire department in action. g

1 had just checked into the Biltmore Hotel in Van-

couver and was preparing for the service when the

& Lot

P washris Nelsonof Thesun, ~~*~ _ * = &%}
'“P‘;'%ﬁsolm&dﬁ%eymhmamtm e |

phone ran

he asked.

yorltke — - S
“That’s terrible, I can't believe it. How could a fire |
break out amid all that brick and concrete?” Iasked.  f§
“The mMﬂ's quite old, isn’t it?” asked Chris.
“Oh, no it’s almost new. Was anyone injured, Chris?”
“No, pastor.” S
“Thank God no one was hurt.”
“What will you do now? How does it affect ydu and
the m::ion okg"aith Cathedral?”

“Chri n’t know. I Surely hope it hasn’t damage
the sanctuary or my library of thousands of books and
sermon notes.” 1

My wife was exhausted
I finally got my wife on the phone. She was exhausted.
Our daughter Connie had called to say she had seen the
news story on TV.
My wife said: “If it isn’t one thing it’s another.”
“Yeah,” I replied, “It’s just like the Devil.”
To mageethiq up let me say that the insurance com-
D sbatin the blkfng aad condoulag o he
al e i oning off the
burned section. o ;
Calls have come from sympathetit folks across the
nation.AvguecamefromRev.OmarCabrerainSanta
Fe, Argentina, on Wednesday assuring us of his prayers.
And yes, we are going to have church today at 10:30
a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
What do we learn from this experience? There will
~always be time of testing and difficulties, but remem-
no battle, no victory!
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Hate, anger
will make
you a slave

A grizzly bear sat in the forest eating with a skunk
The grizzly allowed no other animal to eat with him,

Although he resented the skunk, the bear would not
pick a fight with him. He had no doubt learned the high
cost of getting even

Jesus Christ gave us a very valuable lesson when He
said, "1f someone sues you for your coat, give him your
overcoat also If he compels you to walk one mile, go
with him (wo.”

It's not always worth a battle to gain our so-called
rights. We must determine if the issue is important

. to risk our peace of mind, health and general
well- .
It's possible to win a battle and lose the war.

There are times it is far better to walk away from a
fight, even if we have to eat humble pie.

Jesus also stated, “Love your encmies, pray for those
who despitefully use you and persecute you "

The law of Moses was more rigid, “An eye for an eye,
a tooth for a tooth."

Sometimes i, is far hetter, however, ‘o walk the extra
mile, turn the other cheek or give away a jacket or
overcoat than to end up with a bad case of nerves, ulcers
or sleepless nights.

va
In the past, many have criticized the advice Jesus

Christ gave about loving our enemies as impractical
and idealistic, but psychiatrists are now recommending
it as a solution for many ills

Booker T. Was.ungton, a black American who be-
came famous in spite of prejudices against his color and
who was insulted on numerous occasions, wrote, “1 will
not let any man reduce my soul to the level of hatred

The famous physiologist, Dr. John Hunter knew what
anger could do to his heart: “The first scoundrel thal
ge:s me angry will kill me.”

Some time later, at a medical meeting, a speaner
made assertions that incensed Huntcr As he stood up
and ditterly attacked the speaker, his anger caused such
a contraction on the blood vessels in his heart that he

d

F—

According to medical researchers, verbal expres-
s1ons of ammosity toward others call forth certain hor-
mones fiom the pituitary, adrenal, thyroid and other
glands, an excess of which can cause disease in any part
of the body :

The minute you begin hating an individual you be-
come his slave

unmmv%mn
Hatred holds you captive and you of peace of

mind. and your time is spent recounting unpleasant
situations. Your enemy consumes your every waking
moment and hatred holds your mind hostage,

You are tormented by the demons of hatred, jealousy
and envy Itisn't worth it. let it go.

Release the hatred, bitierness and resentment, and
the healing powers within you will begin to function.

King Solomon said. “Better a .ish of vegetables
served with love than the best bee, served with hat;cd "

Internationally-known psyciiatrist, Alfred Adler.
wrote, “The most important task imposed by rel
has always been ‘love thy neighbor.' It is the individual
who is not interested in his fellow man, who has the
greatest difficulties in life and provides the greatest
injury to others. It 1s from among such individuals that
all human failures spring *

Let us take & lesson from the prizzly bear and learn to
avo.d strife wherever possible

In a complex world we must learn to co-exist remem-
bering the scripture that s2y¢, ‘Love covers a multitude

of sins
i Sairia










I guess I should be depressed after reading Fraser
Perry’s recent column, but I'm not, thank God.

As a clergyman I've always desired to be successful *
and, after 21 years, I must admit that even for an opti-
mist I've had to take my lumps and there were times
I've failed to please people — and even made mistakes.

Mr. Perry can’t figure out where I'm coming from or
where I'm going.

Possibly a little clarification would help him.

First of all, I am a born-again Christian of the John
Wesley, D.L. Moody and Martin Luther variety.

And I read the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth, the
discredited prophet who went went about doing good
and healing the people.

Some of the advice I give and statements I make in
my column may seem too simplistic and old fashioned
for Mr. Perry but, in all due respect to him, the gospel
does work and makes a dividing line between faith and
, unbelief, sin and righteousness and right and wrong.

St. Paul, one of the greatest logicians of all time,
remarked. “The natural man does not understand the
things of the Spirit of God for they are spiritually
discerned.”

Now, don’t get me wrong, I'm not trying to put down
Mr. Perry. I'm only quoting the great Jewish philoso-

her and theologian who wrote over half the New
‘estament.

Of course he was misunderstood too, thrown into
prison and even beheaded.

Strange man, though. He said: “I count all things as
refuse, in order that I might gain Christ.”

Recently on a talk show a man called me a lot of
names and loudly declared his atheistic position. I im-
mediately thought of Rev. John Wesley and an encounss
ter he had with a big burly fellow who positioned him-

self on a pathway directly in front of the preacher.
Thewmeuethodlstchurchasked themanto.

move A he had an
The big man glowered at the reverend and
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shouted, “I don’t move aside for fools.”

The preacher tipped his hat to the man and said,
“Well, sir, I always do.”

He then stepped aside and went on his way.

Just a couple of corrections I wish to share regarding
Mr. Fraser Perry’s column.

He objected to my advice “your clergyman will give
you tips on courting.”

“Yeah? What if I belong to a church with a celibate
priesthood?” he asked.
0r(lmz_wonder if Mr. Pgerqu considered tl:at:ik in

to even enter ini a person must take
courses in premarital counselling?

Also, Mr. Perry makes a gross error in stating Dr.
Oral Roberts has stolen a phrase from the literature of
Alcoholics Anonymous.

Oral Robert’s statement was: “You must turn your
life over to God and believe that tomorrow will be a
better day than today, next month a better month and
next year a better %

I'm the fellow who gave the admonition, “Remember,
today is the tomorrow you worried about yesterday.
And tomorrow is the first day of the rest of your life.”

I did not know those words were contained in AA

hterature t@h'onfopynhghtunngme Mr. Perryv

v Oneﬁnal word: Ipersonaly’dmm&e veteran
columnist did his homework properly before writing his _
June 17 column.

(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral.)




corrupting
~our youth

Who and what is Boy George?
Talented singer? Clever entertainer? Transvestite or

dr?queen? :
e certainly has taken North America by storm.
Tman@‘mpaehngintnseehisactndhearm
pleasant sounding voice croon out the old favorites.

There is no doubt about his talent. He can sing and.
you can actually understand the words.

inly he’s put his act together.

Like the Newfoundlander would say: “Bye Garge --
- he’s some good!” By

The only problem is, 1 don’t think a real Newfie would

listen to him . .. after seeing a picture of his outrageous |

outfit and makeup. 4 !
Becausz most Newfoundlanders are either men or
women znd look like it, dress like it and act like it.

Asa_matterofiact,ldgn’thwwued—bloodedmﬁ"“

who would go to see effeminate Boy George. S
~ The thing that stirs me is that a lot of older women,

not realizing how damaging his image is, love him as
their little girlie boy. ¥
And some young fellows, not what this is
doing to the manly image of the male gender, bh
along with it as a joke or fad. : 7
Girls are most upset -

The people who are the most

They can’t stand a faggy guy.
of homosexuals, bisexuals and transvestites. The young.
}lgkdieastl)lfsthisgeneraﬁonarehu'nedoﬁbyguyswho )

e dolls. §

|

2t

And they are even more turned oﬁ.anmw who ; :

tually dress like women. The t is too k
among_women;nowthey’vegottocompetewithgirlﬂ

"B to lesbians
eamm‘ﬁ

=

George, in my opinion, will
and%imwtnot topnormal

ring the
At a later date we find es so conditioned |
the unreal and abnormal that we fail to speak o

Finall ,wegiveintopressureandevenaeeept
normal that which we know is off balance.

i ground
For as long back as can remember, lit!
children were rocked to entertained with m

o sleep and
sery tales like Little Red Riding Hood and Snow Wh.
and the Seven Dwarfs.

Notany more. = -
Kinder; teachers from Vancouver to Montre¢

.tell me that five-year-olds are not so keen on nurse

rhymes.buthavetxkenuchyGeorgeandh)owl
songs by heart. L3

glAnd the little girls are wearing Michael Jackson’s

ove. :

St. Paul classes the effeminate in the category
homosexuals, drunkards and rapists.
When asked to comment on his wide acceptance
the U.S., Boy George m&ﬂ:’l&m know a g

dr;%queen o '
8 ¢is the large amouﬂ'ﬂ?m‘énm Ihe
g YRl Yita. CLUCUET

Boy Georg



Wendy’s fast food stores across the U.S. have made
millions of dollars because of a highly successful ad
campaign featuring Clara Peller asking bluntly,
“Where’s the beef?”
TV talk shows, news magazines and the media in
general have featured the story.
_ And people piled into Wendy’s restaurants in ever
increasing numbers to buy a product that supposedly
has more beef.
Clara Peller has done the general public a great ser-
- vice. Many people have gotten the message; that they
may be gettl:;f ripped off, taken for a ride and generally
short-changed, in many instances! %
_ Someone had to do it!

~ Great choice for a model

And Wendy’s with Mrs. Peller did it in such a beauti-
ful way. The American way — An older lady, not a
model with a Hollywood smile, all dolled up — But a

. regular grandmother-next-door to whom everyone
could relate.

Walter Mondale even brought the saying into the race
for the Democratic nomination.

“Where’s the beef?”

Mondale was asking the question, “How much real
substance is there to Gary Hart and his policies?”

In Canada, Tory MP Tom Siddon applied the saying,
“Where’s the beef?” to the Macdonald royal commis-
sion on the economy. “If McDonald’s ran their restau-
rants the wa{lDon Macdonald wrote his interim report,
it would be all bun and no beef,” he told the Commons.

We can fault the medical profession, businessmen,
politicians and even the school system by asking the

questions; “Are we being double-billed? Do we get oury

money’s worth? Are they telling us the truth, and is the
qualit& of education we receive the best we can have?”

Is the government get too nosy and big broth-
erly? Taking away individual freedoms and running our
lives for us? :

Are we as clergymen giving our parishioners the
care, support, love and comgasfon they nead?

Or have we sold people a bill of mds?

“Certainly,” we say, “We are God’s church and the
servants of the Lord — and we represent God.”

The Pope goes a step further al
car of esusoam the Vi t, the
ive of God upon the earth. S
'm sorry, John Paul II, but I didn’t know
y Spirit had taken early retirement.

F__
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Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit to lead the

church in His absence. /

With W titles and positions would it be fair
for me to ere’s the Beef?”

Would I be wrong in asking the simple, yet penetrat-

T N P

ing question Clara Peller asked on the TV
commercials? ;
A simple question

If you can’t ask a preacher a question and expect a
straight answer, who can you ask?

Do we teach the simple gospel to our people? Do we
pray for the sick and suffering? Are we available to
counsel ers in a troubled marriage or do we send
them off to expensive marriage counsellors?

Are we hard-hearted and selfish or do we weep over
the needs of the people? Are we lazy and self-satisfied,
or do we give of ourselves ? pt o

God and His people have a right to hp’l’hank V!
Clara Peller, for speaking to us all!




John Paul II was the first pope in history to visit
Canada, and he took our nation by storm.
Never has there been such a love affair between a
religious personality and the media, who are tradition-
3 all'i:h:zore callous toward the Gospel than most.

y seemed mesmerized by the Polish Pope. Some
became speechless when the pontiff shook their hands
and others had the experience of a lifetime when he
looked their wa&.a

Never mind that they didn’t get an opportunity to ask
him pointed questions about his involvement in politics.

Or why women are not permitted to enter the min-
istry or why priests should be forced to remain
celibate.

Or why the Holy See has never recognized the nation
of Israel.

Or why the Pope adamantly refuses to change his

on birth control.

 Or why St. Peter, who Catholics claim was the first
Pope, never sat on a throne or wore a crown, was a
married man and certainly not infallible.

There was not one peep from among all those tigers
we call the media.

They simply purred like kittens.

Anda}Lthmk it was just great. Pope John Paul II fooled

What millions of Catholics and the media thought
they were going to see was just another dull P&pe
dressed in his finery, going through the motions of a

boring homily. : 5

~ What they got was a fiery evangelist of the funda-
mentalistic variety, denouncing sin of every kind and
spez _of personal salvation through faith in Jesus

] ﬁ{ﬁn he literally shouted, “Bow down to God,

bow down to God as Moses did at the burning bush.
~ His youth rally was like a Protestant revival
‘meeting.

et T

1)

The media would not have been so charitable to Billy
their eyes and taught them a valuable lesson,

said what they all wanted to hear. :
Fo ﬁrstitilne, heggot away from the aspect of
I salvation through Christ when he spoke of the
north-south contrast and chided the su o ers for

their nuclear buildups and attitudes of confrontation.
\_ As well, he condemned the rich nations for an uncar-

ing attitude towards the poor. ; .
He criticized both the profit-making of the capitalis-
tic world as well as the unemployment.
Does he not know that when profits go down, unem-
ployment rises? - : ;
Really I don’t think the Pope or his bishops have any
mandate to prea* a economics, since the historical rec-

ord proves a dismal showing in Roman Catholic-doﬁ/'

ated lands.

Graham or Oral Roberts. Thope his message has opened
It wasn't until his Edmonton address that John Paul

The Edmonton Sunday Sun, sma;

Italy is habitually teetering on'thevergeofbotig
nomic.yand liticalycgllam i—t- and many feel the‘V
can has something to do : [y v
I would suggest the devout man Roman Catholics call
The Holy Father read David Yallop’s new b,ook In
God’s Name which deals with the Vatican Bank’s noto-
rious and shady operation.
i ’
I was pleasantly surprised, however, at John Paul’s
reachinz ability and leadership. He says what he be-

i hy it well.

Dot o cantians Lo
us now pray that the dead, lifeless sermons of many
Roman Catholic and Protestant clq'r‘f _

e e A e andSariont, "y
Ch&s:x“&lhrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral)
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Positive attitude
is key to success

The Canadian Mentality is by and large negative,
depressing and pessimistic.

We see it almost everywhere and hear it even more
— from the general complaining attitude we have of the
weather to the sagging economy; from school children
to businessmen, laborers and those in the professions.

Even our greetings are sour.

“Good morning!”

“What's good about it?”

The joy seems to be lacking as we plug away half-
ll:aeartedly'::ltourjobs,readytostrikeatthedropufal

t.

It's different in the U.S.

No purpose, no goals, no pride of work and very little
initiative.

It’s different in the U.S. — people are glad to serve
you, happy to have a job and proud to be an American.

Everyone flies a flag! But not in Canada — that would
be a D-R-A-G. : :

The Canadian mentality is evident on the streets, in
our schools and churches as well as in the press.

Like the time I was interviewed on -TV by Eddie
Keen, well-known media personality and fellow Sun
columnist.

“Max Solbrekken, I heard say that God had spo-
ken to you. Who is Max Solbrekken that God would
speak to him — a little preacher from Edmonton,
Alberta?

You're not from some great city in Europe like Rome
or from the U.S. like Washington or Dallas, Why would
God speak to you?”

I answ “A wonderful thing about God, Eddie, is
that He is interested in the individual — not like the
communists who are concerned only about the masses
or like the hard-nosed businessman who is interested
only in the dollar bill.

God is concerned about little people like Eddie Keen
and Max Solblrekkainm o i

Some people make their mark in y digging in
garbage cans of failure, negativism and tragedg.

But others take the high road of victory with faith in
God, their neighbors and themselves,

We can blame the government, the world economy
and even the weather.

I blame the average Canadian.

We have had the kind of governments we descived,
mWemmeMWMputMmmﬁmof
POWER, ey o ST

We have been, in the past, apathe

V,hope we treat Prime M with re-
g@masndfaith—notﬁkewemudJoe-Clmfi%
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of 21, Ger:

niracles happen today?
“are they to be relegated to the obscure dis-
tant past or only to the confines of antiquity or a
library shelf? :

Or fo the pages of a book we call the Holy Bible?

After 21 years of missionary evangelism on every
continent of the world and after praying for hundreds of
thousands of people both fersonally and en masse, my
answer is an unequivocal “yes, miracles still happen
today as they did in Bible days.”
- John Wesley, the well-known founder of the Method-
ist Church, declared: “Miracles were to have remained
in the church for the entire church age but have been
lost to us because of unbelief.”

A sad commentary indeed!

Jesus Christ said essentially the same thing, when
asked by certain disciples why they were unable to cure
the and dumb, epileptic boy.

“Because of your unbelief.”

Don't tell me miracles don’t happen. I've seen too
many to believe such foolish talk. .

Fifteen years ago they carried an incurable 16-year- . :

old girl into our crusade in Lewisporte, Nfld. .

She weighed 25 pounds, was 2% feet long and was a
basket case.

She couldn’t feed or dress herself and had never stood
on her feet.

Her little body was twisted and had been broken in
dozens of places with jagged bones sticking out of her
crooked arms and legs.

Her mother and dad whispered into my ear that the
doctor had said Geraldine wouldn't live past 17 years of
age, but they believed that God would heal her.

She had faith i)

I held her gently in my arms and looked down upon
that small deformed body and asked quietly, “Geral-
dine, do you believe God will heal you?”

She smiled and said, “Yes, Pastor.”

After I had prayed a compassionate prayer to God I
put her to her feet and a miracle happened. ’

Her bones had strengthened immediately and she
could stand and began to walk.

At the age of 21, Geraldine got tired of staying around
home and asked permission to begin school.

The principal accepted her application and at the age
ine Rideout began in Grade 1.
day she is 31 and in Grade 11 and has travelled all

across Canada and into other countries giving her testi-
mony for God’s glory and singing the gospel.

Five years ago her doctor, who has known her since
birth, appeared with her on a national CBC program
telling her story.

Two years ago more than 200 Newfoundland doctors -

and specialists met with Geraldine just to touch her and
Jook into her eyes and see if she was reall alive.

But our blessed Lord made it very clear that if we
could believe that He is the Son of God, put our faith in
His promises and expect an answer to our prayers,
He would do the miracle.

The Bible is replete with miraculous accounts, in the
lives of the prophets, Jesus and the apostles.

The journals of the early church fathers, the reform-
ers of the middle ages, and up to this very present day

e modern man

report staggering, miraculous occurrences, in the su-
pernatural realm. el Lo

My own mother, a semi-invalid for six years, was
miraculously healed when two men of God prayed for
her in Norway 59 years ago. g1

Heads were turned

She was instantly made well and returned to her
home district causing quite a stir as she 31 km |
from the train crossing. |

She had been driven by her brother and accompanied ’
on the train to Oslo as a semi-invalid. ol \
Eight days later she returned well. :

My father, who was seven years her junior, fe}] in|
love with a 33-year-old spinster who was an invalid no
longer. |

A simple deduction is that my father and mother
would never have married if God hadr 't performed a
miracle, and I never would have been born. :

(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral))
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Caldicott’'s way out on peace

Recently Edmonton publisher Mel Hurtig brought
the Dr. Helen Caldicott road show to our city.

Caldicott retired from active medical practice sev-
eral years ago to “save the Earth” by getting rid of
all nuclear arsenals.

The Australian anti-war crusader castigated U.S.
President Reagan for what she called his ignorant and
pig-headed attitude toward Russia and atomic wea-
ponry. She diagnosed the leader of the world’s most
powerful nation as being clinically paranoid.

Any sane person has to be against war, conventional
or nuclear.

Rational people know, however, that in an imperfect
world with arrogant, powerful and greedy people, wars
are inevitable.

Jesus Christ promised that in the last days, “evil men
and seducers shall become worse and worse, deceiving
and being deceived.”

There is a spirit of lawlessness in the world as
power-hungry people have harnessed the energies of
the universe to control those who are weaker.

Nuclear threat frightens

It certainly is scary when you consider the terrible
consequences of a nuclear war on this planet, to say
nothing of a mammoth nuclear accident bringing con-
tamination and death to millions.

There is no doubt that Caldicott and her supporters

have a valid cause.

However, Caldicott is being irrational, unprofes-
sional, irresponsible and even hysterical in some of her
pronouncements.

But we are not concerned so much about whether
she isirrational or Reagan is pig-headed.

The question is whether Caldicott’s efforts will elimi- |

SOLBREKKEN

nate nuclear war any quicker than Reagan’s.

Her aggroach would be through unilateral disarma-
ment of Western nations, while his approach is through
astrong West forcing Russia and its satellites to dls-
arm simultaneously with us.

Peace appears to be President Reagan’s No. 1
priority.

Let us review some history to get a better under-
standing of the psychology of war and peace.

When the U.S. dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, Emperor Hirohito’s war-like spirit was
broken and the conflict ended with Japan’s uncondi-
tional surrender.

What a terrible thing that was, you might counter,
since more than 100,000 people died from these bomb-
ings. I agree. It was tragic.

However, experts say that if the U.S. had not dropped
the bombs, the war would have continued a lot longer,

with millions more lives being lost.

Can you imagine what might have happened if Ger-
many or Japan had got the bomb first?

For 39 years the Americans and their allies have kept
the world free from nuclear war.

I would sooner trust President Reagan’s approach of
a strong West to Caldicott’s strategy of unilateral
disarmament.

There are more reasons why I would opt for Reagan.

Diagnosis questionable

First, Caldicott has shown herself unfit as a medical
doctor. How can she diagnose Reagan as paranoid after
spending fewer than 20 minutes as a guest in his office?
If her pronouncements on war are as flippant, it would
be unwise to jump on her bandwagon.

Second, Caldicott is out to lunch when it comes to
theology. She has accused Rev. Jerry Falwell and
evangelical Christians of praying for a nuclear war to
take them to Heaven. This she has called rapture.

The Bible teaches that Jesus will remove his follow-
ers from the Earth in a supernatural “catching away”
before the end of this age. Rapture has nothing to do
with war.

Any rational person would have to reject ( Caldicott’s
doctrines.

(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral.)




too comfy

Some time ago I received a call from an Edmonton
rock station and was asked to appear on a talk show to
discuss the.electronic church in the U.S.

1 agreed and asked who else would be on the panel.

A United Church minister, a psychologist and the || *

moderator, I was told.
. What position, I.asked, would the minister and the
psychologist take?. 2
Against the evangelists, naturally.
‘My answer shocked the announcer. s
“Please tell ‘{our other guests I'll be there, and look
out because I'll be on the side of the TV preachers, all
the way.”
For one reason or another the program never got
the ground.I didn’t hear another .
Possibly my fellow clergyman didn’t want to tang
don’t really know. y

Swedes. They have their differences and even the odd
scrap, but don’t let an outsider step in or they’ll get
' more than they bargained for. 2

Now that I've settled that important question, let’s go

on.

Have the TV evangelists failed? Have our churches
and pastors failed? - S

Is there something missing in the church locally as
well as worldwide?

Why is it the church has not been able to stem the tide
of immorality, corruption, drug addiction and
pornography?

Why has the church not been able to stop the stam-
pede foward the divorce courts, the flow of alcohol and
the rush toward suicide? .

Thought's sobering ;

It’s sobering when you think of all the money that
flows into the coffers of the churches, the subsidies and
the tax exemptions enjoyed by Bible colleges and se-
minaries, as well as the colossal wealth of the Roman
Catholic and Protestant churches.

We evangelicals, however, have always felt superior,
more spiritual. Now we’re not sosure. -

Get ready for the jolt.

Nine out of 10 evangelical Christians do not pray 10
minutes a day or read the Bible regularly at home.
* You're not shocked? Let me enlighten you. :
The very basies of Christianity are prayers and Bible
reading.

have always been the stable, sturdy, foun-
Bible Christianity since the First Pentecostal

Pastors and evangelists are like Norwegians and 1

Jemsalemunderngaandhisassociate :

Anyone who did not read the Bible and pray cert
could not be classified as a true Christian. v
Roman Catholics have always said long pra;

even if by remote control using their rosary beads.
Now evangelical Christians also are doing eve:
by remote control.

It’s done for you

The television evangelist does it for them. All they've
got to do is watch the program and write letters -
sending in their donations and making their prayer
requests.

We can even take communion b ith
m%w pos ¢ 1ion by remote control with
o personal Bible reading and prayer necessary.
-evangelist does it all fordulsl.lg T g

Let Oral Roberts pray for you and David Mainse
handle your problems or one of Pat Robertson’s coun-
sellors give you spiritual advice. :

It’s sad to consider that with all the TV progr:
costing millions of dollars and consuming much of our
time, only one evangelical Christian in 10 has time to
reailg the ]lzéble or pray regularly.

would, however, be a sad day, especially f
elderly and shut-ins, if Christian TVywent off thg a?rr. 8

My answer is, let's get back to the basics.

The oldi{fnashaned Gospel should stir us enough
us on our knees in prayer with an open Bibl ist

. thereal thing. — Galoiieay
| (Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral.) m
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Sunday openings bad business

- It's almost a foregone conclusion that soon all super-
markets will open their doors for business on Sunday.
Like a mighty avalanche, Canadian society is being
-moved toward a wide-open, U.S. style of liberality.
From open season on unborn babies, to putting wine
‘and beer on supermarket shelves and legalizing prosti-
tution — anything goes will become the philosophy of
the future, unless the silent majority speaks up.
~_Are Sunday openings good or bad? Will they bring a
blessing or a curse?

Survey undertaken -

Several weeks ago on radio station CKER’s Nigh-
twatch, we did a survey. Of 35 calls, 32 were opposed to
Sunday shopping.

According to recent statistics, 30 to 40 per cent of
Edmonton’s population opposes the wholesale opening
of local stores on Sunday.

Probably the same amount would favor the move,
with the balance undecided.

Possibly a plebiscite wouldn't be such a bad idea,
since the Alberta government is sitting on its hands.

But then the Lougheed government is notorious for
playing the waiting game: waiting for interest rates

“to come down, for unemployment to go away, for the
~feds to act-and for the expected spinoff from the
gUS. economy.

There is definitely growing resentment from shop
owners in malls who are being dictated to.

Employees are forced to work Sundays against their
wills or lose their jobs.

Where is the freedom supposedly found in liberated
Alberta? Being forced to open your shop or to work on
Sunday is bondage, not freedom.

It is nothing short of economic tyranny by big busi-
ness.

Dreams will die

T . < P LN

In the process the life-long dreams and security of
dozens of small grocers in Alberta is destroyed.

It doesn’t seem to matter either that hundreds of
families will be upset on their special day of worship,
fun, rest and reunion, since 80 per cent of those working
in stores are women, and many are mothers.

What will happen to the already fragile structure of
the Canadian family, now plagued by marriage

collapses.

The traditional family dinner, Sunday school and
c?urch as well as times of fellowship, will be seriously
affected.

We are being suffocated by the pressures of big busi- B

ness and weak-kneed governments.

For years Edmontonians have been able to order
their lives so as to get their shopping done in six days.

The necessity for Sunday openings proves to me there
are a lot of lazy, disorganized people around.

If Sunday openings become legal it won't be long until
gambling dens will flourish and booze will flow in Al-
berta on the Lord’s Day as well.

And that certainly won't be a blessing.

(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral.)




When all is said and done, who gets the credit” The
doers or the critics, the believers or the skeptics?

Ronald Reagan recently won a landslide re-election
as IS president by extoiling the virtues of old-fa-
shioned values and morals. He also campaigned on an
upbeat theme proclaiming America’s ability to be
strong and great again

And more than 55 million Americans rejected the
message of doom, gloom and weakness by marking
their ballots for optimistic strength, courage and
prosperity

Who honors the critics?

In my travels around the world [ have visited hun-
dreds of city parks, university campuses, historic mon-
uments and museums and seen numerous statues hon-
oring adventurers, scientists, artists, men of war, ex-
plorers and religious leaders

But not once have | seen a statue erected anywhere
in honor of doubters, critics and skeptics.

Let's examine some history

Galileo, the famous scientist, came out with a bril-
Lant idea - the earth rotates around the sun, which is
the centre of our galaxy His fellow scientists ridiculed
hium, the church castigated him, but who was right”

Galileo is remembered fondly as the great scientific
brain he was .

Where are the others?

Alexander Graham Bell was ridiculed by the scien-
tific community as well as the press.

The New York Times carried an article about him In
the late 1800s which said in essence: “There is a man in
the area who 1s deceiving the people — a fraud who
should be jailed - bilking people out of their money.

“He claims to be able to transmit your voice over a
piece of copper wire from point A to B, a distance of 20
miles

Anyone knows this just can't happen'”

Today Bell is ranked high on the list of those with
inventive and creative minds who with great ingenuity
helped to shape the world

Where are his detractors”

Oral Roberts has constantly been held up in the
press to ndicule, regarding his stand on divine healing,
his abulity to raise money for his international ministry
and recently the “City of Faith” and his crusade to find
the cure for cancer, through prayer and research

Today, Oral Roberts 1s the president of one of the
finest universities in the world with one of the highest
standards of education for the total person, academic-
ally. physically and spiritually

Facility second to none

The City of Faith 1s a modern hospital, second to
none in its facilities, personnel and its growing
achievements

When Dr Oral Roberts 1s dead and gone these many
world renowned facilities that are reaching multitudes
of ives for good, will still continue

All the erities will have 1s some dusty old newspaper
chpping of their biased, stupid statements

Billy Graham and Charles Templeton worked to-
gether until the latter decided he could no longer be-
hieve in the deity of Jesus Christ

Dr iraham continued to preach the gospel, bringing
truth and hiberty to milhons His mimstry has been a
vehicle of good deeds for four decades

Templedon went on to become Canada’s leading

ugnn\lu'
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Who has he helped?
His books certainly haven't enriched anyone but
himself

How many orphans does he feed” How many mar
riages does he heal and to how many sick people
has he brought comfort” *

Very few, Ihm sure

His message brings no joy, peace or tranquility

Billy Graham's writings will continue to ;;olnt men to
Christ who can help them while Charles Templeton's
books will bring only suspicion, distrust and uneasiness

When it's all said and done, who gets the credit? The
murmuring skeptics and critics or the people of faith
and vision — the doers?

The answer is obvious

y




It's almost impossible to find people who aren't ex-
m;a, and old alike love this special time of the ye
:_' mﬁ.:‘ndpw,buim e

officials and the elderly — because Christmas offers

something to everyone.

It's a time of spiritual fulfillment and reflection, fam-
ily reunions, fun and holidays, gifts, extra business and
even a time to fall in love.

TI've always cherished Christmas with all the festivi-
ties, services and caring-sharing spirit that accom-

from the ritual, that Christ wasn't born on
-and the treeis of
scholars will agree that Jesus was

orn in September or October, in 4 or 5 B.C. and that
F«%ﬁ was in fact the date of an ancient Roman

| Tree, carols from Luther

But we'll have to blame Dr. Martin Luther for the

Dec 23, 1984
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"‘fl'here's ho
for converting
Morgentaler

I am pnyl:&lor the conversion of Canada's No. |
promoter of feticide, Dr. Henry Morgentaler.

I told him so last Wednesday morning at CBC-TV

» Where | was on a panel debating him.
't appear offended even though he is past
president of Canada's Humanistic Society.

The Fut Apostle Paul, who wrote more than 50 per
(Al the New Testament, was at one time just as
zealous and dedicated to eradic?ug: of Christians as
Morgentaler is to the promotion of abortion.

Saul of Tarsus, the persecutor, became Paul the
preacher and theologian. So Morgentaler also is a
prime candidate for the grace and love of God.

About 12 years ago, one of America's leading exter-
minators of fetuses, Dr. Bernard Nathanson, after hav-
'lanM-d over 60,000 abortions, was converted and

from taking life to preserving it.

From that day he has done“::‘h utmost to further
pro-life work.

Nathanson revue lll & d!rty tricks used by abor-

tionists to make their work accepted and the slogans
worded deliberately to mislead the public.

He also reveals t{e abortionists’ deliberate attempts
to smear Roman Catholics, who are among the stron-

ts of abortion.

Certainly Morgentaler (He said, “Just call me
Heary") is a sincere, dedicated and person

He really believes in what he is doing, just as Saul of
Taurus did 2,000 years ago, until he encountered the
blinding light of God's love on the road to Damascus.

fotss

Saul was changed totally, as was Nathanson As
Saul's persecution and killing stopped, Nathanson's
abortions also ceased immediately.

The same will happen to M::rnuht if be views a
video or two of his grotesque work.

Also on the CBC panel for our discussion of abortion
were Calgary Herald columnist Catherine Ford and
Calgary Sun writer Carol Stein.

ord asked why Morgentaler should move across
Canada with his “abortion chain” when so many hosi-
tal are available, and what is wrong with their proce-
dures and facilities.

Stein came out strongly against abortion. Like a tiger
she made her preunce,e{t

I challenged Morgentaler on his supposed compas-
sion, concern and dedication to women. At his Toronto
clinic, staff have been alleged to place a Kotex napkin
in the mouth of a woman undergoing an abortion to stop
her from screaming. It is the most crude, repulsive and
derndln; thing I've heard of

also found it repulsive that on Mother's Day in 1973,
the CTV network showed an abortion carried out by

Morgentaler — on Mother's Day!

That certainly shows little repect for mothers.

But then, of course, when you carry feticide to its
ical conclusion, you notice that its underlying philos-
y is anti-human and discriminates against women

And anyone who doubts the pain fetus suffers

through abortion, should view the movie The Silent

Scream.

(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Catbedral.)
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A preacher was being interviewed on television.
“ﬁxich university did you attend?” the host asked.
; e University of Hard Knocks,” the preacher
replied.
“You must have attended a seminary or college, at
least,” the host queried.

‘“

“Oh yes,” the clergyman said. “I attended St. Mary’s

College.”

“Where is that located?” the host asked.

“At the feet of Jesus,” the preacher whispered.

Last December I had the privilege of spending two

- weeks préaching among the Indians of northern Ontario

and Manitoba.

I feel that I got a refresher course in human behavior
and public relations, as well as a post-graduate course
in missionary training at the University of Hard

Region’'s isolated
. The areas I visited can be traversed only by snowmo-
biles and small aircraft. There are noroads or cars.

Most city folks would experience culture shock see-
ing pot-bellied stoves or hearing the howl of timber
wolves nearby. :

I'loved it all — the smoked fish and moose meat with
lots of bannock (Indian bread) and tea; the wide open
spaces; the long johns, thermal parkas, and fur caps and
mits; the high-powered snowmobiles; and the spectacy-
lar northern lights.

The native people are friendly and beautiful.

Like Rev. Alex Beardy, who heads the Full Gos-

1 churches, Joey Semple, a contractor from Kasabon-
ika, and Titus Tait, Chief of Sachigo.

Their simple, easy-going and neighborly lifestyle is
sorefreshing.

They can teach us a few lessons.

Most of their reservations are alcohol-free.

And their community life is fantastic. Everyone gets
involved and they are so caring of each other.

Old folks revered

 They especially respect the elderly, and value their
opinions.

Each little village has its own radio station which
church and social groups take turns operating, playing
records or sharing information. ;

And one day someone came by with a bowl full of
names for Christmas gifts. Everyone in the village of
600 had to pick a name and buy that person a gift.

The schools are new and well run and the people are

many lives — bingo. g { :

And it certainly is a disease that takes bread off the
table and consumes almost every evening for some.

The journey was a real eye-opener to my son-in-law,
Merv Jeske. :

He said: ““The folks in Edmonton should see the
_pastor of Faith Cathedral riding on a sleigh behind a
snowmobile in Ontario’s frozen northland. They
wouldn’t believe their eyes. 4

“It would do every city preacher good to spend a
‘week or two up here,” he added.

I couldn’t agree'more. -l

(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral)

. MAX
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happy and very progressive.
ey’re also deeply religious, with a good represen-
tation of Christian faiths. ;
Even though a number of the reservations are alco-
hol-free, another subtle enemy has taken control of
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~ After conducting numerous marriage counselling

sessions, I have compiled a concise list of do’s and

~ dont’s for a happy relationship.

~ Itis my sincere belief that if this simple, straightfor-

~ ward “Recipe for a Ha‘grly Marriage” is adhered to,
most marital problems will soon come to an end.

1. Keep in your lives: One of the major reasons
for marriage breakup is spiritual. As long as couples
are faithful to God and loyal in church attendance and
prayer, they usually stay on track in their marriage.

2. Remain the best of friends: In many instances,
when young people meet and fall in love, they become
inseparable. Daily, by telephone or letter, they share
%e n;:-ny details of their lives and become the best of

en 4

~ Then they get married and the friendship often seems
to erode and they become only lovers.

 They choose their own friends whom they confide

in and tell their problems to, and soon a rift develops.

No two people should be as close as husband and wife.
There should be an inseparable bond of fidelity, trust,
admiration and compassion between them.

- In order to be the best of friends, they must always
keep the lines of communication open.

3. Stay sweethearts always: Diamond rings and wed-
ded bliss always seem to go hand in hand. Just as dia-
- monds are long lasting and even increase in mone-
% tar%‘::gvsentimental value, so it is with marriage.

“True Love Never Tarnishes, But Rather Brightens
 With Age.”

~ Millions of heartbroken husbands, wives and espe-
cially children are casualties in what I call the Love-

- Hate Syndrome of insecure, selfish people.

~ Truelove doesn’t come easy.

It takes hard, consistent work. Considering the part-
ner’s feelings and putting the other’s hap]giness first
will do more for a marriage than anything else.

4. Say and do nice things to and for one another: Some
men feel it is not manly to be nice to their wife in
~ public, even if those men are tender and caring in
| private. G by

This will hurt the marriage.

~ Also there is a foolish new fad among young people
today — using sarcasm toward each other. How sad.

Both partners must drop sarcasm from their

laries even if it is used jokingly or lovingly. It

produce unpleasant side-effects. y el

Only words that build the relationship and one an-
~ other’s self-image should be uttered. {

-

abu-

|
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|
l
)

i
}

{

mm@ys such as birthdays and anniversaries with
’ , gifts and love notes or cards,

5. Don’t be selfish, stingy or domineering: Many men
as well as women have problems with selfishness. This
is one of the “trouble makers” in a marriage, like sepa-
rate bank accounts and separate beds. p

An attitude of “this is mine and that is yours” can lead
| to jealousy between husband and wife. i

Never forget to be kind to each other. Remember |

~ SOLBREKKEN

h

~ 6.Don’t bring up the mistakes of your partner: All

- ges require adjustments. And there will be disa-
ments regardless of how good a relationship is.

The secret is to rectify a problem immediately.

%ga;l%: e%erggntg continue the battle or refer back to the
. 7.Do not wash your linen in public:
internal problems in t‘llli:‘y marria ge,';ettle gethr: remare
nally. Do not involve outsiders unless it is absolu
hecessary. Then let it be the pastor to whom you ':I.Iy
your story of grief, not your neighbor. 4
After the little battle is over and you have made up,
you will be glad you haven’t broadcasted your troubles.

Finally, work together in every area — budgeting,
raising children, scheduling vacations, and visiting
friends and relatives.

Any couple following this advice will make it.

(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral.)




He had been chosen “for his poetry which, endorsed great hope to those still in captivity in the world today. -
with freshness, sensuality and rich inventiveness, pro- : 1 And even now, the Russian Bear and the American

vides a liberating image of the indomitable spirit of . ' o Eagle are negotiating for a solution to thearmsrace. -
;maS?nfert is an individualist who broke with th: C ; " ' Vcefg :ntt.felsra k:e:{ feo\;e;g:ne, e
u e Com- e q ce

gm.ustt_ Party in fll;’?:hand ﬁool‘(i strong exception to the ¢ 7 | ” Malt‘l S %%omlta:ée spirit can b:.cgme pr(t)ll:d, h:ellf m‘fi 3l

viet invasion o omelan icient and deceived in our quest to e Maker

X nessed for selfish and unnghteous causes which have / b Epass

who s regarded 2 the greates iving poet i Caochoslo. ~ TeSled in much waste, hurt and boodshed. fgomeers o oty ek
vakia, “for social ambition,” but he has not been impri-
soned because of his great popularity.

Hats off to Seifert and the indomitable spirit of man,
and praise be to God in whose image man was created
and by whose very life we continue to exist, even in

tough times.

|
|
|
to dissident poet Jaroslav Seifert, 83, of Czechoslovakia. tyranny of religious leaders in the Middle Ages give i
|

But the end of slavery in America, the rebirth of (Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral) o

an
When you consnder the historical record of human-
| kind’s flexibility, resourcefulness and ingenuity to
; a t and survive, it’s easy to believe that we were
by a divine design for a special purpose

‘ fﬁbnsidet God's directive to Adam and Eve: “Be fruit-

ful, multiply and replenish the earth.” What a charge

Adam received, and today there are about five billion
~ people on the planet. Not bad for one man and one .
. woman,

The survival of the Hebrew race in itself is not only a
miracle of God, but also a demonstration of the mdoml-

table spirit of map.

And when you consider the great achievements of
~ explorers who have blazed trails across the unknown,
men of medicine who have pioneered heart, kidney and
| lung transplants, and ventured into space, it simply
staggers the imagination.

The indomitable spirit of man has rid the world of
smallpox and is working on cures for cancer, genital
herpes and AIDS.

: Elements harnessed
The indomitable spirit of man has helped conquer
frozen tundra, inhabit inhospitable jungles, and harness
- wind, water, fire and the atom. ;

; ving force of man’s spirit has irrigated des-.
reclaimed land from the sea and scaled the highest

Man has survived and will continue to-survive be-
- cause built into each one of us is a sophisticated defence

~ mechanism, together with a natural desire to stay

3 ? e. There’s also an intense yeammg to know our
‘Maker.

~ There are pitfalls, however. Hatred, greed and lust

sume mankind through violence and war.

The indomitable spirit of man has also been har-

v S AT OUOVE T e 1 vV OuUd e T

The 1984 Nobel Prize for Literature was awarded s g Israel after nearly 2,000 years, and freedom from the |
|
i
|
|
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Christ’s suffering h

The prophet Isaiah gave a graphic picture of the
coming Messiah.

“He was wounded for our transgressions, bruised for
our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was upon
Him and with His stripes we are healed.” (53:5).

According to the prophets, the Messiah would suffer,
bleed and die for His people. He would be cut off in
death, but would rise again in power

Jesus Christ received seven specific wounds during
His week of suffering and death - a Biblhical number-
that speaks of perfection and completeness

e Contusions or bruises

St. Matthew wrote, “They smote Him with rods.”

Whip tore out flesh
e Lacerations or torn skin

The Romans used the cat-o™-nine-tails on crimdnals.
On the end of the whip were nine pieces of leather to
which sharp ivory or metal pieces were attached. As the
whip was cracked. it would tear out pieces of flesh

The Old Testament says, “The plower plowed upon
my back. They made long furrows.” (Ps. 129:3). And St
Matthew records, “Then Pilot therefore took Jesus and
scourged Him.”

e The penetrating wound, caused by a sharp
instrument.

The crown of thorns that was pressed upon the head
of Jesus caused such wounds. The thorns were four
inches long and sharp as needles
e The perforating wound, piercing through

“They pierced my hands and my feet” (Ps. 22:16).

At the time of David's prophecy, he knew nothing of
crucifixtion because the Hebrew method of capital pun-
ishment was stoning.

Romans brought cross
The prophet Zechariah also foretold of the Messiah’s
death by crucifixion, saying, “What are there wounds
in thy hand?” (Zechariah 13:6)
By the time Jesus was born, the Romans had con-
quered Palestine, and crucifixion had become the
method of execution

The New Testament records, “And when they were
come to Calvary, then they crucified Jesus.”
e The incised wound — a cut produced by a sharp-edged
Instrument.

“But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced His side,

and forthwith came thereout blood and water.”

As the Sabbath was approaching, the soldiers smash-
ing their victims’ legs to speed asphixiation.

Jesus was dead already. But to make sure, a Roman
soldier drove his spear into Jesus’ side.

This fulfilled the Scripture: “They shall look upon
Him who they have pierced.” (Zech. 12:10). St. John was
standing near the cross and noticed blood and water
coming out of Jesus’ side.

Christ received seven wounds in order to bring divine
healing to us all and, By His stripes we were healed.”

Have a happy and healthy Easter as you accept His
blessings.
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The Supreme Court’s decision to strike down the
Lord’s Day Act came as no surprise to me.

In my opinion it was inevitable in a nation that has
been spiritually adrift too long.

The Lord’s Day Act was in fact a day of recognition of
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Ever since the early
disciples came to the empty tomb of Jesus that first
resurrection morning, Christians have traditionally
honored Sunday as the Lord’s day.

Now our Supreme Court has ruled it unconstitutional,
but I am wondering if this ruling does not violate the
rights of millions of Christians and churches across the
nation.

The majority of Canadians are Christians — and in a
democracy the majority rules.

If I went to live in Israel, I would have to accept their
laws, which are based on the beliefs of the majority of
their citizens.

The Jewish day of rest and worship is Saturday and
everything in Israel is locked up tight then. In Moslem
countries, Friday is the holy day.

Maigrity_should rule

That’s the way it is — the majority has spoken.

What our Supreme Court has just told the world is
that Canada is to be on the same basis as Russia or any
other atheistic country — with no holy day.

I believe the Supreme Court of Canada has yielded to
pressure from the big money people and large corpora-
tions in order to exploit Sunday in search of more
profits.

They have also appeased the rantings of the handful
of civil libertarians and secular humanists whose goal
is to eradicate Christianity from our schools, govern-
ments and other institutions.

But the Tower of Babel of human secularism and
materialism will only rise so high, until its worshippers
are scattered in confusion as another spiritual revival
shakes down their anti-God structures.

The high court decision, however, will not adversely
affect the evangelical segment of the church because
we will see it as a challenge. But the national impact
will be to lessen our consciousness of God.

That will be unproductive.

Church will-not be as important, Sunday will become

April 28, 1985

Objections mere myth

more materialistic and some will seek to fill the void
with the pursuit of pleasure.

If we are not careful, the family unit will become
more divided and will suffer as a resuit.

Parents rushing off to work, special Sunday dinners
and family outings will be put on the shelf as each
member of the family does his own thing.

There is still hope, however, as we realize that judges |
are only human and fallible and that as the pendu-
lum continues to swing, men and women with different
views may rise to sit on the Supreme Court. ‘

In the meantime, let us keep our families together
and not allow the spirit of materialism and secular
humanism to destroy our love for God and one another. |

(Max Solbrekken is Pastor of Faith Cathedral.)

The myth that Jews, Hindus and Moslems feel
slighted because of the Lord’s Day Act is only that — a

myth .

1 have never heard any of these minorities complain.

The Supreme Court ruling is, I believe, a backward step
— aslap in the face of Almighty God and the church.

Its effects will be far-reaching. In generations to
come it will speed the further deterioration of the home
and society at large. i

Rather than tear down traditions that stabilize the
nation, the courts of our land should be doing their
utmost to protect them.
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The long-awaited Fraser Report recommends lega-
lizing prostitution and allowing hookers to work out of
their own homes.

An immediate concern is that prostitutes could set
up shop virtually anywhere — right next door to any of
us. If we didn’t like it we could leave, but that would
open the door for another hooker to move in, even-
tually creating a red light district.

Contrary to current thought, legalizing prostitution
does not solve any problems and it creates new ones.

Last summer’s syphylis outbreak in Edmonton was
shocking indeed, and if this is any indication of what we
can expect with a higher incidence of prostitution, we
are in serious trouble.

The legalizing of prostitution would be another step
down for an already-deteriorating civilization.

A survey was done recently on the rise and fall of
civilizations, and every one of these societies began
with strong morals. :

The degeneration started slowly, but finally total
corruption set in and destruction set in.

Cycle of immorality ;

Here is the cycle: increasing gornography.’ a growing
- popularity of prostitution; a breakdown in law and
order and a rise in organized crime; more sexual prom-
iscuity; and finally, the development of a high rate of
homosexuality.

All of these are with us today, and our civilization
is beginning to teeter precariously as we near the end of
this millennium.
~ Prostitution is against Bible teachings.

It is evil, carnal, sensual and lewd, and it is forbidden
‘by the word of God. :

The Bible teaches moral purity and condemns sensu-
ality and permissiveness.

The Bible says, “A prostitute is a dangerous trap
... Stay away from prostitutes. For a prostutute isa
deep and narrow grave. Like a robber, she waits for her
victims. ..” (Prov. 22:14; 23:27-28.)

Prostitution is also against recognized standards of
decency. The community desires the elimination of this
evil practice.

I next door —

wax [
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There has always been a stigma attached to the scar-
let sin of prostitution.

If we removed that stigma, we would be giving our
stamp of approval to prostitution. (e

failure. it vk il
Why not legalize rape, theft and murder, too? Why not

¥ty
B

Legalizing hooking also would be an admxssion of -

e g o
- *

get rid of the problem by changing the value systems?

No, my friend, we will not give in to the modernistic
clergymen, the liberal critics or the unsaved theolo-
gians of this generation who advocate a new morality
of permissiveness.

No, we will not capitulate to those who seek to take
away human decency.

Report a ‘cop-out’

We will continue to fight against perversion, pornog-
raphy, drunkenness, wife battering and gambling as
well as prostitution. ;

- Government officials must look toward education,
employment and rehabilitation for solutions to

.;: s

_prostitution. .

The Fraser Report is a cop-out withnoreal answers.
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Devout Jews observe Passover in recognition of
G::;s a;;lrotection and deliverance from the Egyptian
pharoah.

A hard-boiled egg is always a part of the meal, a re-
minder of the hard times Jews endured during their
bondage and oppression.

The Jews have a saying, “The hotter the water, the
harder we get.”

They've had to stiffen their resolve and mobilize their
gfiople into a strong, effective lobby in order to stay

ve.

Getting too hard?

They are indeed a tough people and I admire their
courage, endurance and determination.

But after observing the reaction of the American
Jewish community during these past few weeks, I am
wondering if they’re getting too hard.

~ In my estimation, the Jewish outery against Presi-
dent Reagan’s visit to the cemetery in Bitburg, West
Germany, was too harsh and too bitter.

After making their point, they should have backed off
when they saw their president was un

his plans.

- Instead, Jewish leaders boycotted Reagan’s visit to
West Germany and organized protests around the world
against their best friend.

0 country has done more for Israel than America.

Contrary to what American church leaders stated,
Reagan’s visit to Bithurg was a most honorable and
Christian act, even though it may have been ill-planned
and ill-timed.

There is no doubt Reagan meant well when he de-
cided to reconcile officially with the Germans on the
40th anniversary of the Allies’ crushing defeat of Ger-
many in the Second World War.

mSincelMs,thGermanyhasbeenoneofourclosest
allies.

willing to change

-—

IWAX|,

JEWISH ON REAGAN VISIT ‘TOO TO
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it a crime for anyone to deny the Holocaust as fact.
Israel is a 20th cen marvel, a survivor of wars
launched by Arab neighbors with populations that
vastly outnumber hers.
Many experts believe that should there be another

And a cursory glance at the photograph of the seven
leaders at the recent Bonn economic summit will show
how ridiculous the protests were.

Of the nations &ose leaders represent, three were
bitter foes of the Allies during the Second World War.

But shall we forever curse Italy because Benito Mus-
solini joined Hitler to plunder, murder and kill?

No, we have forgiven Itall_{, haven't we?

What about Emperor Hirohito and the Japanese
nation?

Can we ever forgive them for Pearl Harbor, the bat-
tle of the Philippines and the tens of thousands of
American boys who died in that theatre of war?

The Americans have forgiven. Why can’t the Jews learn
to forgive?

West Germany has accepted her guilt for Hitler’s
massacres.

That nation has publicly disavowed nazism and made

. aliis

conflict in the Middle East in the near future, Israel will
have a real battle on her hands.
Opinion shifting

I would suggest that Israeli leaders put pressure on
Jewish people around the world to begin using their
heads and stop biting the hand that feeds them.

Public opinion in the U.S. is definitely beginning to
shift toward establishing better relations with the
Arabs.

This is particularly important because the Jews’
frenzied outcry against Reagan’s Bitburg tour, I be-
lieve, has harmed their cause in the eyes of the world.

(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral.)
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Almost everyone rejoiced when Bishop Desmond
Tutu of South Africa received the Nobel Peace Prize
last year.

Tutu quickly became the darling of the Western
world as he championed the rights of his people.

Since then, however, a number of disturbing reports
have surfaced that leave a question mark over his head.

Bishop Isaac Mokonea, the president of the 4.5-mil-
lion member Reformed Independent Churches, worked
with Tutu and the World Council of Churches but later
broke with him, charging that he was promoting
communism.

I realize the World Council of Churches has given
Tutu its stamp of approval, but that body doesn’t have a
very good record either.

Over the years there have been numerous reports of
the council funding radicals and revolutionary groups
around the world.

Tutu’s anti-American rhetoric is harsh and his state-
ments to the press do not sound very Christian.

Marked diff

In stark contrast is black Bishop Barnabus Lekgan-
yane, 31, who presides over the more than four million
members of the Zion Christian Church of South Africa.

This conservative denomination forbids its members
to smoke, drink or disobey the law. .

Recently, South African President Pieter Botha deli-
vered an Easter Sunday address to members of
Lekganyane’s congregation.

There is no doubt Botha is seeking to gradually
change the ridiculous and unfair laws of apartheid.

His words rang loud and clear: “We must make a new

Lekganyane replied: “It is not for the individual to
judge the law, it is for the individual to obey the law.”

In a veiled reference to South Africa’s political un-
rest, which is destroying thousands of lives, he added:
“The forces of darkness must be kept out of the
country.”

Lekganyane’s Christianity is evident, while Tutu has
taken the low road — the path of bitterness and hatred
— against a less-than-perfect government.

It is certain that Tutu has more freedom in South
Africa than his counterparts in the U.S.S.R. There he
would not be allowed the freedom of travel, assembly,
speech or religion.

Jesus lived in a world dominated by the corrupt and
oppressive Roman Empire, but He never preached
against the government.

Christ’s followers were persecuted by the thousands,
but in the writings of St. Paul and other church leaders

there is no animosity against the Romans.

Rather, the persecuted flock was admonished to pray
for their leaders, seek to live in peace with all men and
win them to Christ, through love.

Wrong means to end

As I see it, Tutu is espousing a good cause but he is
going about it the wrong way. Lekganyane, on the other
hand, will continue to grow stronger and gain favor
with the government and will be able sit down with its
leaders and air his grievances in a peaceful
atmosphere.

In any church it is hard for the parishoners to rise any
higher than their spiritual leader.
I sincerely hope Tutu will not allow hatred to destroy
his Christianity. ;
(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral.)
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| beginning ... we must get to know each other . .. with
ktrn’lt and good will we can walk forward in faith.” J
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“Don’t play with matches, you'll get burned. Don’t
cross the street unless you look both ways. Don’t drink
and drive. Don't ever let me catch you smoking pot.”

Since childhood we have heard parents, teachers and
preachers lecturing until we got sick of it.

“Why all the preaching? I can take care of myself; I
don’t need all that religion my mom and dad are trying
to stuff down my throat,” many youngsters think.

Preachers have been warned throughout the centuries
about the consequences of sin and rebellion against God
and one’s fellow human.

For thousands of years Jewish prophets and Christian
evangelists have declared the message of judgment and
merey to the multitudes. “Sin damns, God forgives; It’s

e ———

Bible had warned of ‘diseases’

Heaven or Hell — What will you have?”

Finally two preachers have arrived who are getting a
serious hearing by the media, scientific community,
church and the common, everyday citizen.

And the amazing thing is that the Holy Bible prophe-
sied that they would come.

Nearly two thousand years ago the prophets declared

that diseases such as AIDS and Herpes II would appear

with a clear-cut message of warning that would have to
be heeded or the consequences would be devastating.

“But,” you say, “Where in the Bible do the prophets
speak about the emergence of preachers,AIDS and Her-
pes I1?”

OK, since you've asked, I'll give you chapter and verse.

“ ... professing themselves to be wise, they became
fools. Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness
through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor their
own bodies between themselves. . .

“For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections:
for even their women did change the natural use into that

which is against nature.

“And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of
the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men
with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving
in themselves that recompence of their error which was
meet.::

“Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which
commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the
i:azr;le,2 ;)ut have pleasure in them that do them.” (Romans

:22-32).

AIDS and Herpes II are however making more con-
verts to old-fashioned abstention from sexual sins than
both Oral Roberts and Billy Graham have ever done.

The fear of death that accompanies the dreaded dis-
ease called AIDS, and the awful statistics certainly must
be scary.

Yet there is hope.

Through faith in God and acceptance of His Gospel
there is forgiveness, grace, understanding and healing.
(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral.)
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seeking reason for soccer riots

Britons are again filled with shame and disgust
as they contemplate the terrible happenings at
this year's European Cup soccer match at
Brussels.

Italians are shocked and angered because of the
brutal rioting that left dozens dead and hundreds
injured.

And the soccer world is in dlsarray

England and soccer go together like tea and crum-
pets. However, all English soccer clubs have now been
banned from the European continent indefinitely.

Followed fire disaster

The tragedy of Brussels followed on the heels of the
worst fire in English sporting history, when 52 people
died and hundreds were injured at Bradford soccer sta-
dium recently.

I was in London at the time of that disaster, and wit-
nessed first-hand the outrage. frustration and grief
over the tragic loss of life.

Is the soccer crowd a special type that thrives on vio-
lence? And are the English more prone to violence than
those on the continent?

Psychologists, clergymen and sociologists are trying
to pinpoint the reasons for the Brussels massacre, as
well as previous soccer violence.

Since the seven-day “‘soccer war” that erupted dur-
ing the 1969 series between Honduras and El Salvador,

* in which 2,000 people were killed, hundreds of others

have died tragically during similar matches on every
continent except North America.
Drinking often cited

Many and varied were the responses of the experts
seeking to analyse the reasons for the terrible riots.

The words “drinking” and “drunks” appear repea-
tedly in the reports of the police as well as the
sociologists.

Heavy pre-game alcohol consumption by the Liver-
pool fans certainly set the stage for the riot.

Scotland had a terrible history of soccer turmoil until
it banned the sale of alcohol at stadiums.

Hooliganism decreased dramatically —
immediately.

George Gaskell, a social psychologist at the London

\_ School of Economics, says research shows alcohol loos-

mAX |f
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ens inhibitions against aggressive behavior. =

Others believe television is doing even more damage
than alcohol. By showing the excitement and turmoil of
riots, TV is creating trouble-making copycats.

Although turmoil has plagued the sport of soccer al-
most universally, the British have been labelled hooli-
gans, criminals and murderers.

Many street toughs have formed soccer gangs simi-
lar to street gangs in the U.S. The gangs live to fight.

They are organized troublemakers who champion a
local team to achieve their own ends.

The majority of soccer hooligans come from the
rougher sections of the working class and the unem-
ployed, say the authors of Hooligans Abroad, a book

about English violence at European soccer matches.

Many young people are despondent and depressed
with a feeling of hopelessness.

Although some have complained of lax security by
the police, I see the pattern of increasing violence as a
cancer in our society — from violence on the TV screen,
porno movies depicting sadism and rape, child abuse,
sex perversion and occultism.

Turned away from God

& It is no wonder when Britons have turned away from
od.

Less than four per cent of the British population at-
tend church regularly, while witcheraft, violent punk
music and racial prejudice are growing.

The miners’ strike, which lasted almost a year,
caused hundreds of fights, injuries and several deaths.

When there is no respect and love for God, it reflects
in the daily lives of the people.

What Great Britain and every country needs is a re-
turn to some old-fashioned values of decency, sobriety
and brotherly love.

(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral).
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The Canadian postal system is in the news again.

A recent national survey found that Canada Post
handled more mail last year but turned in a worse
performance than in 1983. Only 80 per cent of the mail
was delivered on time — a definite deterioration. And
since last September, the efficiency of Canada Post has
been getting steadily worse. -

Although England has about twice the population of
Canada, it has a far superior postal system. The United

States, with roughly 10 times our population, has excel--

lent mail service.

And in Norway, you can mail a letter to any point in
that country and be almost guaranteed of delivery the
next day.

Canadians depend upon their postal service and be-
come more disenchanted every year. Now they have to
contend with another increase in rates. For what? Not

- for better service, but for worse.

Service was reliable

When I was a boy we depended more on the mails. All
rural dwellers could count the exact number of days it
would take to get a mail order from Eaton’s or Sears.
Without fail the mails would bring the parcel.

According to a B.C. resident, in 1951 it took two or
three days to deliver a letter from Princeton to Cape
Breton Island. Now it takes 14 to 21 days.

In January our church office mailed the year-end re-
ceipts to a member of our congregation. Several weeks
later she came in for a duplicate receipt since it hadn’t
arrived. The letter finally arrived in her mailbox two

D T e
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months after it was mailed.

On March 23 a letter containing $800 worth of cheques
was mailed from the Toronto airport to our mailing ad-
dress in Edmonton. We are still awaiting its arrival.

It’s probably buried in the tons of mail bogged down
in Toronto’s main post office. .

Last year I was scheduled to preach in Vancouver
and my office sent out an invitation card to our friends
in the area.

The cards were mailed first class.

More than a month later my office received a call
from the Edmonton post office. They had been cleaning
out a bin and discovered a large bundle of first class
mail at the bottom.

We were welcome to come down and fill out a form in
order to get our money back.

Irejoiced when I heard the good news: First, because
they had finally cleaned out the bin and found the cards;
second, because whoever made the discovery had
enough sense not to send them out at that time, about 45
days late.

At least this man admitted the post office had made a
mistake and was honest enough to let us know.

It makes me wonder how many times our Canadian
postal service has finally gotten to the bottom of their
bin and, even though it may have been weeks after the
date of mailing, sent out first class mail.

Like the posters sent to five different people scat-
tered throughout the Yukon, to advertise a special
event.

They were mailed first class from Edmonton March
15 and they still hadn’t arrived by May 2.

: Hard workers hu

It is certainly frustrating to use the mails in Canada,
and it must be discouraging for the diligent people
who work at the post office to have to put up with such
disorganization and poor leadership.

I fault the postal unions’ approaches, which have re-
sulted in unnecessary strikes and specialized personnel
being unable to soil their hands at menial tasks.

Many are getting top wages for too little work.
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Conservatism and old-fashioned ideals are sweep-
ing much of the globe.

British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher is still
very much in control in that country, having won the
Falklands War and recently thwarted the communist-in-
spired coal miners’ strike.

U.S. President Reagan with his ultra-conservative
leaning has breathed new life into his nation, spurring
%e greatest economic recovery since the Second World

ar.

In Canada, Prime Minister Mulroney decimated the
Liberal party and left it in a shambles that could last for
the next decade or so.

A few years ago, the rightist party in Norway drove
out the socialists, who had been.entrenched there for 40
years. That Scandinavian country is now booming
economically.

Realism reappears

It looks like socialist Olav Palme of Sweden will get
the axe in the election there this fall.
Francois Mitterand is in real trouble with his social-
ist policies in France.
e pendulum has swung back to realism. The work
ethie that made the Western democracies great is com-
ino hack into foens. and free enternrise is thriving.
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The communist bloc is in disarray as confusion reigns
in agriculture and industy.

Communist China has definitely started to change its
course, having lost faith in the ability of Marxism to
deliver. :

Russians, even with access to some of the best farm
land in the world, are so inept they cannot grow enough
grain to feed themselves, while we grow enough wheat
on the Canadian Prairies to feed North America.

Reagan swept back into power on his record of wres-
tling inflation to the ground and improving the U.S.
economy as well as on his policies of making America
strong again militarily and morally.

He fought vigorously against abortion on demand,
equating it with slavery. He stated that homosexuality
is a sad, unhappy and unnatural lifestyle and took an
unrelenting nosition for the Rible and nraver.

Millions of members of every age voted for him.
Recently a survey was made of students at Simon
Fraser University in Vancouver, who said their major
concern was studying, not marching as their predeces-
sorsin the '60s did.
Lacking in the minds of our youth today is the gloom
and doom, free-ride mentality of the hippie generation.
A recent poll of 452 Edmonton residents divulged the
following attitudes:
@ 75.5 per cent favor the death penalty for people con-
victed of murder;
© 81.4 per cent favor life in prison for habitual criminals;
0621.5 per cent think the drinking age should be raised
to21. -

Need spafk of faith

Also a recent University of Alberta study shows that
Edmontonians have moved significantly to the right on
the question of abortion.

More discipline in our classrooms, more direction,
enthusiasm and challenge from our pulpits, and more
compassion on the part of the banks on interest rates,
and Canada could soon enjoy more prosperity.

It will never work, however, unless we have a spark

of faith in ourselves, our system of government and
Cad
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B}-\IDS dase
horrifies
Hollywood

The gay plague has struck again. ‘ '

News of Rock Hudson having AIDS (acquired im-
mune deficiency syndrome) has hit Hollywood like a
tidal wave. Fear and anxiety are gripping many of the
loose-living, free-wheeling artists of southern
California. o

Many people are angry over Hudson's irresponsible
actions. The actor knew he had AIDS and vet he contin-
ued to play TV love scenes. most recently with Linda
Evans.

At the time it must have been a thrill for Evans to
kiss the movie idol, but I wonder how she feels now,
since it is feared that AIDS can be transmitted through
saliva.

In future young actresses will be torn apart psycholo-
gically, desiring to take parts in TV series yet not know-
ing for sure if the actors they kiss are infected with
AIDS, the disease now being called the Black Plague of
the '80s. .

There are those who feel that a person’s sexual pref-
erence is a private matter, but if it involves contam-
inating others with a deadly disease. it hecomes ev-
eryone’s business. ‘

Possibly no one will ever know except 2
how he acquired AIDS.

ck Hudson

Rumors rampant
Over the years the star has been plagued by rumors

Health ormiciars suspect transtusions ot AIDS-conta-
minated blood are responsible for many people getting
the disease, including a B.C. wife and mother who is the
17th woman in Canada to get AIDS.

There are hundreds of similar cases.

There is some hope. New York's Cornell University
Centre plans to begin testing on humans a drug believed
to fight the virus that causes AIDS, officials report.

It is frightening when you consider how quickly AIDS
is spreading.

Numbers frightening

Next year, in the U.S. alone, 16,000 cases are expected
to be reported, more than all the cases that have come
to light since the disease was first detected.

AIDS has striken nearly 1,000 people in Europe,
killing half of them, and 14 new cases are being re-
ported each week.

Unless lifestyles change or a cure is discovered for
AIDS. humanity is in extreme danger.

No wonder Hudson's friends, neighbors and col-
leagues are trembling in their boots.

With promiscuity, drug abuse and homosexuality
widespread in the artistic community. these people are
more prone to the deadly disease.

Certainly the AIDS epidemic is going to mushroom
like a nuclear cloud over the world, unless homo-
sexuals are forced to be inspected by medical authori-
ties regularly. AIDS carriers are quarantined and blood
supplies are thoroughly screened and treated.

Even more important: The lesson we should learn is
that the wholesome Biblical approach to life is much
more satisfying and life protecting than promiscuity

and perversion.
(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral)

he is homosexual. ‘
There is also the possibility he could have '
the diceace thranoh hland transfusions he noad in 1981

wcquired ‘
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Followers of Jesus Christ have faced severe tests of
,theig faith for nearly 2,000 years and have made the
grade.

It is true that some have faltered and others have
failled, but a vast number have come through with flying
colors. ;

Like Roman Catholic Bishop Gong Pinmei, who was
released from a Chinese prison recently after being
?eld nearly 30 years for refusing to compromise his

aith. i

His “high treason” included an implacable refusal to
toe the partyline of the patriotic christianity imposed
on believers by the communist government. :

The 84-year-old cleric, accused-of being a “traitor
who used religion as a cloak,” was paroled by a higher
reople’s court as part of the government’s gradual re-

ease of their people from the shackles of repressive
Maoist/Stalinist communism. )

The bishop’s sins, according to officials, included op-
position to socialism, contacts with foreign religious
forces and warning his parishioners against joining the
volunteer army.

Government eases up

I am reminded of the early disciples of Christ who,
when they were imprisoned, beaten and thrown into
jail, replied, “We ought to obey God rather than men.”

Reports vary as to the reason for the bishop’s release.
Some say he has changed his thinking about commu-
nism; others say the authorities set him free because
he is old and sick. -

During the past five years the government has al-
lowed thousands of churches, mosques and temples
to reopen, although those who conduct services or bap-
tisms in private homes are still subject to arrest, since
Peking wants to control all religious activities.

The state bureau of religious affairs asserts that
more than 20 million believers have registered with the
various patriotic associations.

There are also a great number of Christians who pray
or worship privately and illegally with the help of
Bibles smuggled in from Hong Kong.

Recent reports state there are more than one million
born-again, spirit-filled Christians gathering privately
for meetings. Like Bishop Gong, they do .not trust the
communists.

“Why has Christianity developed so rapidly in the
past few years?” asks a party document. “There are
many reasons. The most important one is that because
of the serious damage and interference of Lin Biao and
the Gang of Four, some people who are ill and de-
pressed feel that they are ideologically empty and
therefore accept religious belief as a spiritual suste-
nance and enjoyment.”

The Marxist view of organized religion as “the sigh of
the oppressed creature, the sentiment of a heartless
world” was challenged by Chinese educator Zhao
Fusan.

He described religion as a natural part of any

ical journal declared.

tolerated by the commanders, the Soviet military polit- A

There have been cases of recruits who not only stood

by theirreligion, but publicly refused to recant evenif it
meant standing up to their senior officials.

Joseph Stalin said in 1917, “Give me 50 years and
there won’t be one Christian left in Russia.”

And Leonid Brezhnev declared, “By 1980 the church
will be dead in Russia.”

No need to serve state

But Jesus Christ declared, “I will build My church
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
One does not need to bow down to the state to
obtain salvation.

As long as people are allowed to call upon the name
of Christ and worship the living God they can be
assured of eternal life.

civilization.

If more than 20 million Chinese feel oppressed after
nearly -30 years of glorious communist rule, then cer-
tainly Marxism has failed. 158

The Kremlin also is becoming increasingly con-
cerned about the large numbers of young people who
are turning to religion and is calling on schools and
youth organizations to step up atheistic proplguda,_‘J

kaccording to arecent article in Pravda.

Research shows a significant portion of the popula-
tion still holds religious beliefs, the article said.

“It is imperative to carry out more active propa-
ganda about scientific-materialistic opinions and pay
more attention to atheist education,” the editorial

" stated.

Religious beliefs among recruits in the armed forces
should be actively discouraged rather than passively

-
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A definite change is occurring in the old-line deno-
minational churches!

The pendulum has started on its long journey back,
and old-fashioned realism coupled with the evangelical
spirit is beginning to grip the stiff, starchy and orthodox
among us.

And the missionary zeal that propelled the church
forward in the past is evident again!

It has finally dawned upon us that the spiritual, social
and moral changes we all desire will not come by them-
selves — or by our works alone.

We need an infusion of the Holy Spirit, as well as a
return to prayer, Bible study and active witnessing!

A lot of people have lost touch with the church be-
cause in some cases it has shown little or no leadership.

Church talking in circles

It is no wonder many folks have lost faith in the
church!

Dr. Billy Graham stated recently, “The world is talk-
ing straight, while the church is talking in circles.”

Most non:churchgoers are quick to criticize the
church or the clergy if we do wrong. They speak
disparagingly of the religious as “hypocrites” if they
miss a step or two.

The reason for this is that even though someone is a
non-believer, he still wants the church to hold up the
high standards of moral conduct!

Reverend Clarke MacDonald, former moderator of

use is inconsistent.

“If total abstinence is the safest and wisest policy
and we believe in safety and we believe in wisdom, then
why aren’t we practicing it,” MacDonald was quoted in
arecent issue of The Observer.

In the 1950’s, the United Church had a temperance
drive in which 200,000 people pledged not to drink, but
the General Counsel’s of the church since have pushed
for moderation rather than abstension.

The dramatic rise in inebriation during the past 30
years, and especially the drinking and driving epidemic
with its deadly results, has certainly proved that absti-
nence is the better of the two!

Very definitely the Holy Spirit is calling us back to
the old paths of repentence and righteousness once
more. G

the United Church, said the church’s position on alcohol

cuBmm e RS

Four tasks ot the church

Recently Archbishop Edward Scott, primate of the
Anglican Church of Canada, spoke of Christ’s example
and the four tasks of the church.

First, it must proclaim the Word and the reality of
God to the world.

The second is to nurture its own members, so they
can carry out the work of the church with faith and
conviction, as well as action, Scott said.

“Jesus set out to help people grow. The church often
urges people to do Christian things without teaching

. them to be Christian persons first.”

The third task of the church is to liberate people and
allow them to let go of priorities or external structures
that bind them.

The fourth task, said
Reverend Scott, is to
transform society, be-
cause “speaking and
being’’ Christian,
though essential, are
incomplete without
“doing.”

A very straightfor-
ward and basic set of
guidelines is needed in
order to change the
complexion of society
and alter the present
destructive and degen-
erating trend!

Anglican primate
Scott and former
United Church moder-
ator Rev. MacDonald

certainly have given us
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exactly what we need.

During my recent gospel crusades in Great Britain I
found a real resurgence of Christianity.

Although less than four per cent of the British people
attend church regularly, thousands of enthusiastic,
evangelical black people, formerly from the West In-

dian islands, are beginning to fill these churches.

And many of the Anglicanclergy are seeinghwhat is

happening among the black population,

ing out to God for the baptism of the Holy Spirit, as

welll

Billy Graham’s British crusades in the 1950’s left
their mark on a lot of young men who later enterqd the
ministry. f
When the charismatic movement swept across the
world a number of years ago, these Aggl{can clergy
responded and now there are many spirit-filled Angli-
cans across the nation. . ¢
We often read in the press of some Anglican blshigg
who gets a lot of ink because he rejects the virgin b
of Christ or His resurrection.

Much ado is made of statements made by some ho-
mosexual pastor in some denomination, but not 'much is
said about the thousands of hard working, spirit-filled,
decent preachers filling the pulpits across the world
today!

I have faith that the church will respond to the clar-
ion call of the Holy Spirit as we draw nearer to the end
of this century and the soon return of Christ!

oSS

Realism returns to the church

MAX
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How smooth and manipulative the Russians have become! How clever, polished and
dangerous!

F;'o‘?mtheto to the bottom, the Soviet communists are No. l—fromthepremierofthe
USSR. to the KGB operative, they are masters of deadly deception, devious detente and
elaborate espionage!

They are refined, cultured and confident, working around the clock to close the technologi-
cal gap between themselves
and the West.

So their watchword is
steal, steal, steal!

What do they steal? Ideas,
blue prints, photographs, se-
cret codes and high priority
military manuals!

And they employ Americans, West Germans and Britons, or-
whoever they can, to assist them.

Newsmen are especially vulnerable, claims Malcolm Mug-
geridge, famous author, philosopher and clergyman who
spent several years in Moscow as a news

A news tip may be delivered to the Journalnst to give
appearance they are doing him a special favor. The re-
porter then stumbles onto more information relevant to the
case. He is ecstatic over the ease with which he uncovered the
information.

Butlaterhewﬂldmcwerhehadbeencleverlyusedto
parrotthecommumstlme,mthoutreahzinghewasdomgm

A well known media man told me of his experiences in
Russia. HehadgoneonatonrtotheU.S.s.Randwasahso- r
lutely taken aback at the different view he got of the bor- | i
der guards than he hat

There were no hassles with the inspection at the border,
anything he needed was provided without delay and the
service was excellent!

His immediate reaction was, “Everything we’ve been told
about the Russians is untrue — these people are as free and
easy going as we are. There is no difference!”

One night, due to jet lag, he could not sleep so he arose at 3
a.m. and went down to reception. He was allowed to go any-
where he wanted, and met an old man walking his dog.

Upon his return to the hotel the newsman related the inci-
dent to the security personnel.

“Isn’t it amazing,” he said, “that in a large city like Lenin-
grad an old man can walk his dog at 3 a.m. without being
mugged?”

When he returned to Canada this very intelligent media
man found himself telling the stories and repeating on T.V. the
information he had received from his Soviet guides. /

He was doing exactly what they wanted him to do. It was
not until some time later that he realized he had been taken in
and unconsciously was functioning as a mouthpiece for Mo-
SCOW.

It is true we have far too much crime and the streets
are not safe in some of our cities but it is also true there
were no muggers, drug addicts or vagrants on the streets in
Hitler’s Germany.

He solved his social problems in much the same way
as they do in the US.S.R. today. /

Democracy certainly has its pitfalls and short: gs
: butmthallxtswarls,freedomisstxllcheapatanypn
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It was 1943 and Canada was at war.

A fellow walked into a tattoo shop. He was young and
felt tough — after all, he had just received his orders to ship
out to the front lines.

The soldier had seen burly guys with hair on their chests
and tattoos on their arms, and he was impressed. So, he
decided to get a tattoo.

Two very different tattoos caught his eye: “Born to Win”
and “Born to Lose!”

As he left the shop with “Mother” indelibly marked on
‘'his arm, he thought about the two slogans.

Fighting for right cause

He was going to war to fight Nazism. Hitler was going to
lose because the young soldier was on the team fighting for
the right cause — freedom.

Yet there are a lot of &eople who are totally negative in
their approach to life. When things are bad they broad-

_ cast it and keep saying, “I told you so.”

The “Born to Lose” philosophy doesn’t happen overnight. It
is usually a slow process that develops by the company we
keep, the literature we read, the movies we watch and the
places we spend our time.

It develops in a child’s mind through the kind of words
spoken by his parents. Words like “Mommy loves you” or “you
stupid brat, I wish you’d never been born!”

In more than 20 years of counselling as a pastor, I have seen
the devastating results in the lives of children who have
witnessed vicious arguments between their parents, been
abused, screamed at and made to feel unwanted.

An eight-year-old boy who committed suicide recently in
the U.S. explained why in the note he left: His dad had been
laid off and his parents were always fighting about how ex-
g:nsive it was to raise children and they didn’t know why Billy

d to come along when they already had four kids.

He had decided to get rid of himself and solve the problem.
There would be one less mouth to feed.

No youngster’s bo
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Some time ago I heard a rather crude but illustrative story
about a mother who had two problem sons. One was an habit-
ual pessimist and the other an eternal optimist.

School counsellors had tried to help without avail so she
took her sons to a local psychiatrist. After hearing her
story and checking the boys’ records, the psychiatrist decided

- touse drastic measures.

Beginning with the pessi-

mist, the psychiatrist
brought him into a room
filled with brand new toys.
“You have two hours to enjoy
yourself. Do whatever you
want,” said the psychiatrist.

When the psychiatrist re-
turned he noticed the boy was
sitting in a corner with his
hands folded.

He hadn’t touched
anything!

The psychiatrist said, “Son,
you haven’t played with a
single toy. Don’t you like
toys?”

The boy answered, “Yes, I
like toys, but if I played with
your toys I would very likely
become attached to one and
you would probably give it to
me and I would take it home.

“Then there is the possibil-

rn to lose

ity that I would carelessly leave it on the stairs and my
father would step on it, fall down the stairs and break his
neck. Since my mother wouldn't be able to work because of
shock, my brother and I would be taken to an orphanage!

“Your toys are nice but the pleasure isn’t worth the risk.”

In frustration, the psychiatrist turned to the other boy.
How could he cure his extreme optimism? He struck on a
strange idea. He ordered a small load of horse manure to be

' dumped in a room, brought the little fellow in and said, “Son,

enjoy yourself. You have two hours, do whatever you like.”
When the psychiatrist returned he was shocked. The little
optimist had found a yardstick and was standing in the middle

of the room, excitedly digging in the manure.

The psychiatrist asked, “Son, what are you doing?”

The kid looked up and said, “Doc, I've had a lot of time to
sit here and think and although I don’t like the smell, with all
this manure there must be a pony around here somewhere!”

Have an optimistic day.
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Four Ukrainian intellectuals died recently in Camp “Their sacrifie Yover ' )
*‘Kutsjino 36-1 at Perm, 1,200 km from Moscow. ple among the néw;e %‘éﬁf{'&t :l‘;een wge’;t“?:gh: are -,

Their only crime was to speak, write or register considered guardians of freedom,” writes journalist

g}%‘iﬂ‘mﬂ’; ﬂ':’ osz :v);lr:dnins!acalezevgvli‘trlllei tfhat enslaves | His punishment was eight years in prison. He contin- | &h%f;sen ! i

Amnesty International has aggrain brought to light the ued, however, to help other political p risoners, gnd conditi::sm e

awful plight of religious, political and intellectual pris- sor}r{n: g:slsi:n %?n:;r: i: g,g!ig&ut t(:’the Joat d

oners in the Soviet Union. i e o oy Scntedcogin
Alf G. Andersen of Norway’s Afternoon Post blew the K“‘s"l';‘.},f‘}' 13 earsﬁo‘évlsev :lhough fig hag boen sufferjfig

whistle on the Russians and their inhumane treatment " smx;natyrglnsl: zscovérfadml?lkmy g:)':tagius was

pers as brave as Ni

of the inmates as well as the horrible living conditions > as Nor
willing to champion an unpo,

deathly ill with tuberculosis, and the organization’s

in the camps, especially Kutsjino. - men i lands led to the Soviets for :
" Andersen also pointed out the apathy of the western S fg’.‘ bt P persecuted &ﬁ: . | gotten people, the Ukrainians in
mass media towards these poor souls. tgp Bt e SQ:feta_ el i £ And fet u‘; continue to pray f
Amnesty’s pleas to the media to expose Camp Kuts- % ' . tion, pain and persecution.
jino fell on deaf ears. } ‘ ﬁolbrekken is pastor of Faith Cath
It makes one wonder. If the intellectuals had been w0k B : : ;

black or Jewish would the media have picked up
the story? ‘

Certainly if they had been black it would have given
the press a sensational opportunity and if they had been ’
Jewish, their countrymen would have taken up the '
cause and forced the media to listen. ‘
~_The four dead Ukrainians are Vasyl Stus, Valerij
Martsjenko, Oleksij Tikhij and Jurij Litvin, human
rights activists and members of a Ukrainian Helsinki

- A ra ) o)
Last fall, all his poems were confiscated, his food g

Committee that had been formed after the signing of rations were reduced, his wife was refused permission
the Helsinki Accords. to see him and he was placed in isolation and died. o
3 Branded ‘dangerous’ Martsjenko, Stus, Tikhij and Litvin were men who =~
R T T s (s gave all to the cause of Their only crime was
The communists became so frightened of this group  alove for truth and indiy Rknag rtihis b

that they branded its members “extremely dangerous” » g
and sentenced them to hard labor at the camp. ‘
Kutsjino is a place of torture and death, and it is out |
of bounds to newsmen.
Letters the condemned men smuggled out give us
arealistic picture of life at the camp.

- Two to four persons are crammed into a single, un-
ventilated cell so dark a light is necessary in the
daytime.

Each group cell is isolated from the others and no
conversation is allowed during working hours. Seldom
 do prisoners receive letters. The food is poor and very
 often rotten. Medical help is negligible.




There has been a state of siege in several communi-
ties in England these days.

Rioting has hit London, Birmingham and Liverpool.

At first, news commentators blamed the violence on the
hopelessness of high unemployment and the heavy-handeu
ness of police, but now the truth is coming out.

Police were clamping down on drug pushers and had
vowed to clean up London’s Brixton district, having made
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some major arrests. They were going after the drug kings
when the trouble suddenly erupted.

When a police officer stopped a black driver to ques-
tion him about an expired tax sticker on his windshield,
the man protested. Immediately 100 black youth appeared
and began to taunt the officer.

As police reinforcements arrived, two youths were ar-
rested. That was the catalyst the drug barons needed and
hundreds of youth went on a spree of burning, looting, stealing
and killing.

What, if anything, do we learn from these riots? How
do the English feel about the situation and what effect
will it have on the general public’s attitude towards
immigration?

There will be some changes, for sure.
NUMBER ONE: The drug barons will be crushed.
The most sweeping powers any British government has

Flashback to the British rioting earlier this month -

used in peace time will destroy the power bases of the wicke(
drug parasites.

High court judges will be able to freeze the assets o
anyone recently suspected of involvement in drug trafficking
even before arrest.

The new measures will bring life sentences to the “Deale
in Debt” and will allow confiscation of homes, cars, boats
jewelry and even furniture of those convicted.

And there will also be a provision for a 14-year sen
tence for anyone handling the proceeds of drug trafficking.

NUMBER TWO: The British government is making avail
able funds to promote a campaign against drug abuse.

NUMBER THREE: The government plans to introduc
tougher laws to control street violence.

Home Secretary Douglas Hurd stated: “In former times |
man might be forgiven for stealing to feed his starving family
But it is not poverty that leads people to burn down pos
offices, to loot television sets and video recorders and to maki
vicious attacks on the police.”

The Metropolitan Police commissioner declared tha
groups of Trotskyites and anarchists had been identified a
orchestrating the disturbances in London’s Tottenham ang
Brixton districts.

Insp. Tony Brooks said: “They were not out to loot 'l‘I:
Tottenham rioters were out to kill.” -

And kill they did, luring police out to the Broadwate
Farm Estates and sought to kill them.

Police reinforcements arrived just in time, but by the
buildings were on fire and the riot was in progress. { |

As firefighters tried to put out the fires they were b;
attacked by the mob. A police constable protecting the fi
fighters was hacked to death by the mob and fnreﬁghtevs
viciously beaten.

Anti-police videos by left-wing extremists to mclie rié
thugs are not illegal. These hate-filled video tapes de &d
police as fascist pigs who hate blacks had been han d’q
freely by activists in the 24 hours leading to Britain’s wors
outbreak of violence. e |

I was in Europe at the time of the latest riots and preac
to hundreds of blacks (with a sprinkling of whites) m
Brixton Town Hall, just days after the riot.

I am in total agreement with Lambert’s black mayoi
Lloyd Leon, who attended our services. He said: “The gospe
of Jesus Christ and these type of meetmgs is what we need
to get people to love each other again!”
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%PraiSe the Lord
for normal TV

I've got some good news for TV talk-show fans: there isan -

alternative to Phil Donahue and his usual cast of far-out
guests with weird lifestyles.

. And Donahue’s overbearing perél'mality. ¥
=" There’s refreshing Sally Rafael with her wholesome ap-
proach to life and her “normal” guests. o
~ Ihappened to catch her on TV last week talking about disa-
bled children and their parents.
The guests were caring parents who opened their lives to
the public in order help others. :
There was none of the Donahue “get-all-the-publicity-you-
can” hype! One of the guests was a young black woman named
~ Teresa Lang who had carried her brain-dead baby to full

term. She trusted God to bring something good out of it and He
did whe by Lorna’s heart was given to a 13-week-old-baby
witha al heart defect.

Teresa yord “abortion” wasn't even in her vocabu-

! n't intimate that she was less than smart, or
stupid, antiquated, not-with-it or old-fashioned.
"~ She wasn't ridiculed or mocked by an arrogant talk show
host with a studio full of militant lesbians or gays.

The studio crowd was impressive; mainly young people
asking pertinent questions about the trials and benefits of
parenting disabled children.

Anne and Brad Burdge commented on the birth of their
disabled baby, Ricky, and the shock of learning that he was
not normal. They talked about the looks on the faces of the
medics and nurses in the delivery room; the awful frustration
and bitterness that followed .. . as well as the love and growth
they experienced because of the disabled baby.

Kathleen Meives was 34 and didn’t expect to give birth to a
Downs Syndrome baby. It was a real shock to her and husband
Richard. This young couple told of the usual stages a person
goes through when the bad news finally hits home, how they
blamed the doctors, the health care system, each other’s rela-
tives, themselves and even God.

=~ They also told how they finally came to grips with the

“Teality of the situation and received help from parents, church
and each other. : =3 > camp—

“My Dad threw his arms around me and said, ‘Everything
will work out,” said Richard. “It was the first time he had
done that because we are not a huggy-type of family. It has
brought us closer.” g . :

Sally Raefel ended her most interesting show by saying
“You are particularly special people, because of the particu-
larly special births of your children.” z

Recently, I have seen a dangerous trend developing among
talk-show hosts and their guests who seem to glorify divorce,
belittle marriages of long standing and put faith in psychics.

1 used to enjoy Donahue’s show until he began to major in

outrageous, extreme and weird off-the-wall guests and sub-

jects. Rafael deals in bread-and-butter issues t inf

~ average North American . .. And I like that bec'aus’i itsaser-
S

 wice to people rather than a time consumer!

‘-“




mllilﬁod hadn’t found a :
suitable to bring forth
the Christ in a miracu-

lous, supernatural way. The
Virgin Mary was that
vehicle.

A storm of protest has
French film

mved over the
‘ous Salue Marie (Hail
Mnx) in which Jean-Luc Go-
depicu Mary, Jonﬂ
Angel Gabriel in

ull men ral and un-
chr’mwgm'

What'’s new? Sacreligious
money-| gibblng movie-
before

ml will continue to
the gospel, ridicule the
clergy and humanize God. ~

Hollywood clout

Judgment Bar of Eternity.
Attacks on the person of

Jesus Christ came early in

his when sterile re-

e

a
out devils and healing the
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in 1948 solved the contro-
as the ancient manu-
seript :l Isaiah contained

e Virgin Mary.
‘The revelation that she
was to be honored among all
Jewish virgins to bear the
startled her, but

'she was obedient, faithful

After his resurrection,
Jesus commanded his follow-

sick by the power of Beelze- ~ __

bub, the prince of devils.
When he arose from the
dead, stunned reugionhts
the rumor that Roman
soldiers had fallen asleep
tomb and

b broketh sel, roled

The movie Hail Mary

a§ m:'rl.:g(:ed
men alwa, to <
St Owmlever

1 believe in the virgin birth
of Christ. The prophet Isaiah
foretold the event 700

3

m?'t.:“;o{ Spirit.(':
receive the Holy

the day of the Pentecost,
when the spirit descended on

120, Mary was there, re-
joicing lal:peaklng in

a devout woman
of faith and it is indeed a
i
as
Mary.

Join with Catholics

c.l join r;n&:m‘m
at this film. 3
Protestants should be

" upset over the as
metm flick,

The movie is bh?bm
as well as anti-Semetic,
since both Mary and Joseph

were Jewish.

}
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“I know men, and I tell you that Jesus Christ is not a
man. Superficial minds see a resemblance between Christ and
the founders of empires and the Gods of other religions, the
distance of infinity.”

Napoleon Bonaparte

Nearly two million years ago a young Jewish virgin by
the name of Miriam gave birth to a baby they called Yeshua.
Strange events began to occur after Joseph, a Nazareth
carpenter discovered his fiancee was pregnant. Not having
had sex with her, he became upset and prepared to end their

marriage plans quietly. Espousal was a legal contract and |
infi*<'ity, a serious matter. Mary could have been disgraced |

and even stoned under Jewish law, if found guilt{.
While considering the dilemma, the Angel of the Lord ap-

to him with assurance of her innocence and God’s plan |

or their lives. “Fear not to take unto.thee Mary thy wife, for
shall bring forth a son and thou shalt call him Jesus, for

he shall save his people from |
their sins.” )

The Bible says Joseph
obeyed and abstained from
sexual intercourse with
Mary, until she had brought
forth her first born son.

The Hebrew word Yeshua
means ‘salvation or Savior’,
wh: is translated Jesus,
while Miriam is called Mary.

There were other unusual
events like: “Wisemen com-
ing from the East to worship
him, and being led by his
star,” and “shepherds being

- visited Il:l;.ysan angelic host and

told of his birth in a stable in
Bethlehem.” :

Spoke openly,
During his St. Helena exile,
Napoleon spoke openly to
Gen. Bertrand of his con-
uests, as well as those of
%aug , Alexander and Char-
lemagne.

"HYt on lat did we resi
the creations of our genius?
Upon foree. Jesus Christ
alone founded his empirel
upon love, and at this hour
{:}illions of men would die for |

im.” ‘

“What an abyss between
r 11ve 1 : th - my deep misery and the eter-
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she |

nal reign of Christ who is |
proclaimed, loved adored,

- and whose reign is extending }

over all the earth.”

Hebrew prophets had fore-
told his coming for thousands |
of years befare he arrived.
Isaiah prophesied his virgin
bir** #00 years before it hap- |
pened. Prophet Daniel pin-
pointed the very year of the
Messiah’s death. |

Micah named Bethlehem
as the place of his birth, Ze- |
chariah foretold his wound- |
ing and both Daniel and King

ing and death by crucifixion '
hundreds of years before that
method of execution was in-
troduced to Palestine by the
Romans. : 4

..................

vee

God’s first promise of “the
Reg2emer was given in the
garden of Eden, after Adam
and Eve’s transgression.
Speaking to Satan God said,
“And I will put enmity be-
tween her seed and thy seed,
it shall bruise thy head, and
thou shalt bruise his heel.”

The “seed of the woman”
was Jesus Christ, King Mes-
siah, and when he died on
Calvary’s cross Satan’s do-
minion over mankind was
destroyed.

God’s prophetic word is
de# mented hundreds of
times concerning the birth,
life, death and resurrection
of Messiah, and these hun-
dreds of prophecies have

David prophesied his scourg-

_ ,come&ueinthefeﬁono”m.

God’s promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob foretold Me-

siah’s involvement in the salvation of all peoples. “... in thy
seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed.” .

Daniel speaks of “Messiah, the Prince.” Haggai calls him,

“The desire of all nations” and Zechariah declares him to be,
“the shepherd against which men will lift their sword.

The writers of the New Testiment add their testimony that

 Jesus Christ is Messiah according to the Old Testament.

St. John said that he and other disciples heard hi

saw his miracles and touched him, both before and after |
death and resurrection. But like Napoleon, John was
vinced that Jesus was more than a man. He is logos, the living
word of God. l
St. John wrote, “We have not followed cunningly devised
fables, when we made known to you the power coming of our

" Lord Jesus Christ, but were ye witnesses of his Majesty.”

It has been said that Jesus staged many events, includ-
ing his death, in order to be hailed “Messiah”. : ‘

How could anyone stage the following? 1) place of birth 2) |
time of birth 3) virgin birth 4) betrayal 5) method of execution
6) cruel mockings 7) piercing 8) burial.

Prophet Isaiah stated, “Unto you a child is born, untous a |
son is given”. And St. John’s gospel records “For God so loved |
the world that he gave his only begotten son that whosoever |
believeth in him should not perish but have eternal life.”

1 would now like to wish all of you a very Merry Christmas.

Max is Founder of Faith Cathedral. &

T, ¥ '.‘, *
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Should the church be involved in protests, politics or clandestine activities? What about civil
disobedience and the breaking of the law in the pursuit of a just cause?

Do we have any scriptural precedent for clergymen disobeying the laws of the land
in favor of God's law and one’s own conscience”

The early disciples of
Jesus Christ preached the
gospel to the dismay of the
Jewish rabbinical authority
and were arrested, beaten
and imprisoned. They were
warned not to speak in the
name of Jesus Christ.

His courageous followers
declared, “We ought to obey
God rather than man.”

The so-called “Sanctuary
Movement” comprised of
ministers and priests is on
trial in the US.A. on felony
conspiracy charges, includ-
ing counts of smuggling, har-
boring and transporting ille-
zal aliens.

Aliens sheltered

The movement has openly
professed to sheltering about
2.000 illegal aliens. whom it
says are fleeing for their
lives from repressive re-
gimes in Central America.

These concerned cler-
gymen believe it is their
moral and legal right to be-
friend oppressed aliens even
though it means guiding
them across the border and
supplying them with fraudu-
lent documents.

Don Reno. a special assis-
.tant to the U.S. Attorney-
General, states, “The most
fundamental issue is whether
persons in disagreement with
their government can take
the law into their own hands
and interpret that law in a
way which is in clear viola-
tion of its purpose.”

Numerous concerned
Christians in Europe put
their lives in great jeopardy
during the Second World War
to save Jewish lives that
were condemned to death by
the GermanS.S.

Lutheran pastor Richard
o urmbrand was imprisoned
for 14 years and tortured for
his faith in Romania. He took

because of terrible beatings
the authorities gave him.

Thousands of Christians,
Jews and others who have
disobeyed the orders of op-
pressive regimes in commu-
nist lands languish in prisons
and mental hospitals.

The laws of South Africa
and other dictatorial right-
wing countries have also had
devastating effects on those
who have dared oppose them

Recently, in our Norwe-
gian crusades, I prayed for a
voung lady from Chile who
had been brutally beaten by
prison guards and as a result
was crippled in her legs.

Three evangelical Chris-
tians in Greece received
prison terms recently for
daring to do missionary work
there

Like St. Paul. they chose to
preach the plain and pawer-
ful gospel and in a so-called
Christian country have been
judged as criminals

Try preaching the gospel in
the Jewish Orthodox Mia
Sharem district in Jerusalem
and you'll get stoned. Re-
cently. an evangelical church
was burned to the ground in
Israel

It's even worse in Moslem
Morocco. Saudia Arabia or
Iran. Just ask the Bahai's
who are being killed by the
fanatical regime of Ayatol-
lah Khomeini! '

We need only go to Quebec
where a few vears ago Jeho-
vah's Witnesses were se-
verelyv persecuted

Or

anal reli-
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you a lesson or two in human
rights.

Reno calls the work of the
“sanctuary movement’ a
criminal enterprise!

If I hadn't travelled a mil-
lion miles in every continent
and heard a thousand stories
of abuse, I would agree with
him

Now. I'm not so sure.

['ve visited the little log
prison in Oslo, Norway where
100 vears ago. Hans Nilsen
Hauge was incarcerated for
10 vears

His only crime? Preaching
the gospel!

The imprisonment of
Hauge will always remain
Norway's national shame
and a blemish on the Lu-
theran church.

Keep a balance

It's hard to see the need for
a “sanctuary movement” ina
land as free and generous to
refugees as the US.A.. but as
a clergyman, I must agree
with St. Peter and Martin
Luther: “It’'s unwise to go
against conscience!

In the final analysis. we
need to keep a balance with
the scriptures that admonish
us to “obey those who have
the rule over us.” If we break
bad laws. however, we must
be prepared to pay the price

Like Hauge and Richard
Wurmbrand.
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Are we losing our freedom of speech in Canada? Are
? civil liberties in jeopardy? Is the new charter of rights
evious, dangerous and oppressive?

Many Canadians believe so. :

Recently, I received a letter from David Suzuki, asking sup-
port for the Canadian Civil Liberties Association. He stressed
that most Canadians have an uncritical faith in authority and
social justice, but that there are many examples of neglect
and abuse in our country.

The CCLA points out that under our new national security
law, Canadian citizens might have their conversations
bugged, medical records disclosed, mail opened, homes
searched and tax files invaded even though there isn’t a hint of
{e%¢breaking.

One wonders why the government of Canada enacted an
Order-in-Council requiring, among other things, that the fed-
eral Solicitor-General plan and prepare to “establish, ad-
minister and operate civilian internment camps.”

Who are these camps for?

Since this happened during the Trudeau reign of arro-
gance was it meant to be a place of internment for enemies
of a “proposed communist state” as some had advocated?

I do not believe so. Trudeau is too smart to be a communist
and, besides, he has too much money and loves his freedom.
He was an NDP dreamer whose goal was to infiltrate the
Liberal party and transform Canada into a socialist Utopia,
similar to the Swedish model.

The socialistic dream of Sweden and other European coun-

s has, however, turned into reoccuring nightmares.

—he Canadian people are not as naive as Suzuki thinks and
miillions of people are thanking God for John Turner and the
inue political platform and rebirth of the Liberal party.

',"Ev.‘,'.‘ﬂ“&i\fgﬁ3‘2-5‘:?5(RE':.).',“
: s L3 Y5 A bk .
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SOLBREKKEN | *

But why do we need the civilian concentration camps?

Some have suggested they are being pre for “evangel-
ical Christians” in the event of a one-world-government tak-
ing over, conveniently disposing of the “hated Christians” in
the same way as Nero did in the first century A.D.

Ontario MPP David Smith was forced to resign from
a committee post because he agreed with a statement made
by Jim Keegstra about the Trilateral Committee and Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, even though he totally disagreed
with his racistic position on the Jewish conspiracy.

The new anti-hate laws that convicted extremists Keegstra
and Ernst Zundel, in my opinion, are anti-productive and
dangerous. But any law that strangles freedom of speech and
expression is anti-democratic.

The Jewish community is divided as to the beneficia-
lity or harmfulness of the lengthy coverage and exposure
given the recent hate-trials.

Let us not forget that Adolph Hitler enacted powerful laws
of censorship in Germany, which paved the way for absolute
power and eventual censorship of the Jewish race.

I believe a free press and freedoms of speech, religion
and assembly are the greatest guarantees for all minorities.

And like Suzuki states, we must monitor the Canadian gov-
ernment before it monitors us all. & -
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he greatness of the American people

ver forget the day Martin Luther King was killed, a
f the gospel gunned down in cold blood by a com-
nal with hate in his heart and money on his mind

( people hated Martin Luther King because he

eclared his rights and stood against the

went.

ok help from wherever, because he was true to
to free Black Americans from the tyranny

ist South, the ghetto of the North and the poverty

ses, Lo give all Americans the same rights regard-

color

Luther King delivered his now famous

from the steps ot the Lincoln Memorial on

speech 1
cdm
63

(Y. as a young preaciet
e mintstry, and
o every word he
day

I had that very month

I have a dream, that one
day on the red hills of Geor
gla. sons of tormer slaves ahd
the sons of former slave
owners will be able to sit
down together at the table
of brotherhood

He was a very effective
speaker, using repetitive
phrases. with the ability to
move one to action, unlike so
many of the stereotype
monotone and dry preachers
with whom I was acquainted

As his voice rose and fell
with mesmerizing effect on
his audience of hundreds of
thousands, he continued, 1
have & dream that one day
even the state of Mississippi
a state sweltering with the
heat of injustice, sweltering
with the heat of oppression
will be transtormed into an

oasis of freedom and

justice "

God bless America
Last Monday night. as |

viewed the tribute to the

tallen preacher, 1 could
fielp but thank God for the
USA and the swift trans

ton Americans made n cor
ctng inyustices which were
hundreds of vears old

MAX
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The very fact of the Martin Luther King national holiday
being commermorated just 18 years after his death speaks
volumes to me as to not just the greatness of the man and the
cause he championed, but of the country that received him so
graciously

Long live America!

What about South Africa with their damnable laws of

Truly, President Reagan
put his finger on the real
truth behind the whole event
while speaking at the Martin
Luther King Elementary
School. "He was a great man
who wrested justice from the
heart of a great country and
he succeeded because that
great country had a heart to
be seized.”

It is true that it wasn’t all
smooth sailing and it's im-
possible to legislate love and
ban hate, but most Ameri- |
cars are God-fearing Bible |
believers, so they adapted
quickly to the new laws |

[t's nothing short of a
miracle the way the US.A
functions as an example to
the world of the ability of so
many different people with
varied languages, cultures
and social stratas to lie to-
gether peaceably and amica

bly i one melting pot

Their belief in God. democ
racy '?\v'”t‘«"'llhffwllw WS
tean d in one anothel
tidakes the US A great

apartheid and ongoing bloodshed?
They are a Christian nation — why do they continue
with such abominable practices?

Give South Africa time

My advice to Western leaders is, “Give South Africa a little
time to set their house in order! Don’t push them too far and
too fast or everything could turn into a total holocaust for all
races and produce another Iran.”

You cannot equate the Southern US.A. with South Africa.
Martin Luther King and his followers were not looting, burn-
ing and Kkilling whites or other blacks.

There 1s only a slight similarity between Bishop Des-
mond Tutu and Martin Luther King. The latter was a man of
love and wisdom, while the Bishop is an emotional radical
who won’t rule out violence and bloodshed.
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Fifteen-

Another Jehovah's Witness has died because of "
year-old Danny Kennett, a hemophiliac, died in Winnipeg’s Health Sciences Centre

B " Pl = 5 N
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refusing a blood transfusion.

recently when he and his parents rejected a potentially life-saving blood transfusion.

Death came hours after a hastily called
e oacon iy, the boy's parents 10 esirain
application e boy’s parent
an apprehentﬂng order by Child & Family
Services of Central Winnipeg. B

\

While both sides were pleading their cases,
he passed beyond help. Bruce Harder, hospi-
tal administrator, described it as a tragic
situation. 2% ,

Blood transfusions are against the Jeho-
vah’s Witness faith and yet blood can be a
gift of life.

In the opinion of most Christian theolo-
gians and scholars, the JW position on blood
is taken totally out of context.

The admonition of early church leaders
“to abstain from blood” (Acts 15:20) was a
directive St. Paul carried to the newly-con-
verted gentiles “not to eat or drink blood” as
was their custom.

Jews always took great precautions to
drain all the blood from the animals they
butchered so they would not disobey this law
(Gen. 9:4).

The mistake the Jehovah's Witnesses
make is believing the blood is the life;
whereas we know that the blood carries life
and nourishment to the various parts of the
body and in that respect, the life is in the
blood, but blood is not life.

The Bible says, “The body without the
spirit is dead,” therefore, the real life is in

spirit or inner man.

How sad to see a g life snuffed out,
simply because of le teachers who have

_misinterpreted the Holy Seri :

While JW leaders and lawyers argue

against saving lives of their members

blood transfusions, another group of

: geo.p e who have been dubbed ““Angel

lanes” l:l\lr: volux;teerggs;o tafllsyallilo"d'
organs or ailing people to i over
the United States in :}der tosave lives.

The American Medical Support Flight
Team is a public service no one can buy, yet
500 pilots from coast to coast are standing by
to be of serviceiin an emergency.

The pilots donate their services and the
cost of the gas for the planes is paid for
through donations. :

With 30 chapters in 19 states, the Angel
Planes are flown by dedicated pilots who are
certified, experienced and able to land on the
smallest and most remote landing strips
when necessary.

A heaithy way of living

What began as an emergency delivery of
blood to hospitals by a handful of private
gilotshasexpandedintoaservicenowused

y blood banks, tissue banks for pathological
and evidential sample transfer, biology and
serum transport, transfers of vitally-needed
medicines, antivenin and hospital
equipment. :

Chrisﬁanizis not a strange, weird, anti-
social lifestyle, but a sane, common sensical

and healthy way of living. 4
WWEWMFMC:M‘
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ELSALVADOR — This is a war-torn, guerrilla-infested and
overty-ridden fand, with an uncertain future.

But the people are tough and used to suffering, so there is
ope. And they have faith in God.

We have just concluded a gospel crusade at the stadium in
in Salvador. Although the people are friendly, they are poor
id very frightened. Gasoline prices went up 50 per cent two
ceks ago and now it costs $1.30 a litre. At the same time, bus
res increased. :

Buses do not offer regular service after 7 p.m. and do
'ttravel after dark. There are too many terrorist attacks.
And terrorists here kill for real, not like the Rambo movies.
'ave met many who have been abused, robbed and tortured.
e father of my Jewish interpreter was gunned down in
Id blood, and his mother was injured. Their goods were
len and their house burned
A leading pastor here was stopped at gunpoint by guerrillas
d his 14-year-old daughter kidnapped. He refused to pay the
nsom, saying he was trusting God. Later, she was released
hurt.

We visited the outdoor restaurant Chilli's, where four

ierican Marines and nine local civilians were murdered by

rorists disguised as soldiers.

he Marines made the fatal mistake of visiting the same

ce nightly. Chilli’s is only five minutes from the Presi-
ite Hotel.

.ast Saturday night, there were serious bombings close to

city, and on Sunday, three hehcopters flew over the sta-

m, heading north. A few minutes later, we heard the un-

takeable sound of big shells exploding

. few days ago, a U.S. Merchant Marine died of a bullet

ind in the chest. Peter Hascall had lived in San Salvador
five years and was acting as an adviser to the Salvadoran
v,
veryone suspects the guerrillas, who have clearly decided
icrease their pressure on the army and the government of
sident Jose Napolean Duarte

country . .. soon. However

mands for the release
have lost children in

Last week, we
everywhere. The
and large bullet hole
cement bunkers.

Former U.S. preside
last week, triggering
the signs read: “We hate Carter,”
“Carter is a murderer.”

Carter’s human rights ¢
naive and caused more h
world. Many charge he
turned Nicaragua over t
foreign aid to friendly

Guatemala.

A war-torn country ge
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The army is strong and the guerrillas will not over-run the
, since Duarte caved in to rebel de-
of his kidnapped daughter, many who
the long strife feel betrayed, and, of

We had to start services
until 6 p.m. It takes a lo

The former president received a hero’s we

in Nicaragua. Sandinista le

a champion of social democ

protests and

o the S

Services started early

at 5 p.m. even though people work
t of courage to be on the streets at

re the night before,
S, pock-marked the

nt Jimmy Carter visited El Sélvador
demonstrations. Some of
“Carter swallow your teeth,”

ampaign was said by some to be
arm than good in this part of the
gave away the Panama Canal and
andinistas, while cutt
countries like E]l Salvad

lcome last week
ader Daniel Ortega hailed him as
racy.

course, the 25 freed rebels are ba
and terrorizing.

Weep, pray and praise God

During the pas. seven days, we have seen tens of thousands
from all faiths weep, pray and praise God at the stadium . . .
and although prevailing conditions have kept people at home,
about 5,000 new decisions have been made for Christ and
multitudes have heard the messages over national radio, di-
rect from the stadium every night.

And many war-weary souls have received a new lease on

life. (Max Solbrekken, pastor of Faith Cathedral,
has just returned from a crusade in EI Salvador.)

ck on the job killing, bombing

ing off
orand

drove 35 kms to Colima and saw soldiers
re had been a battle the
s, from rebel gun
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Pope John Paul II, globe-trotting Bishop of Rome, seems to
be losing his brilliance as a leading light in the ecclesiastical
firmament of religious ecumenism.

The fly in the ecumenical ointment is the Pope’s dis-

ciplining of Dutch theologian Dr. Hans Kung.

The World Council of Churches is concerned over the

pal denunciation of Kung, whose liberal views of bib-
ical truths are more in keeping with those of modernis-
tic Protestants than the rigid orthodoxy of the Pope.

The WWC stated recently: “The action taken :‘gfuml ro-
fessor Kung cannot be regarded as an internal affair of the
Roman Catho”lic church, but has immediate ecumenical

Anglican Church Times declared the defrockin
of Kung as a teacher of Roman Catholic aro
“widespread anxiety.”

In my opinion, the WCC and Anglicans are troubled by this
papal action because Kung is quite similar to liberal Protes-
tant theologians who openly cast doubts upon fundamental
Christian doctrines, and yet are mttl:d to hold positions of
influence and authority within a nt church.

Anglicans fear if they amalgamate with the Roman Catho-
lic church, they will receive the same treatment as Kung.

The British Citizen insists the WCC, Anglican churches and
all other religious bodies feeling such concern have only
themselves to blame.

“It has repeatedly warned these Protestants to heed the
admonitions of evangelical leaders who say Rome may
change her approach, vernacular and window dressings, but
she will never change her basic doctrines.

Wishful thinking

The rallying cry of Protestant and Roman Catholic ecu-
menists is: “Let us join together to present a united front in
order to combat materialism, communism and other enemies
of Christianity.”

This is only wishful thinking.

What were the reasons for Kung's disciplining? Was the
Pope right in defrocking him, and was he too heavy-handed in
his attacks on the Dutch theologian?

1 don’t always agree with Roman Catholic doctrine, but on
the Kung issue, I must say if John Paul II had not disciplined
him, he would have been totally out of order.

But, you might say, John Paul II has forgiven Martin

Luther for the schism he caused 500 years ago. Why not
be lenient to Kung? Al

~ John Paul is no fool! He knows, as do all honest Catholics,
that Martin Luther was correct in his Bible doctrines — all he

SOLBREKKEN

wanted was to cleanse a corrupt and backslidden church,
while Hans Kung is preaching doctrinal error.

Kung’s so-called e’progreesive outlook includes his rejection
of the miraculous elements in the as well as the virgin
birth, deity and resurrection of Jesus '

Not much of a loss
In my opinion, the Roman Catholic church didn’t lose
much when it dropped Kung, and the liberal Protestants

can have him. x

(o
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HUMAN SPIRIT CAN ALWAYS BOUNCE BACK
Life needs dreams

“We grow by dreams; all big men are dreamers.
a spring day, orintheredfireonalangwlnter’se
others nourish and protect them; nourish them

They see things in the soft haze of
. Some of us let those dreams die, but
bad days 'til they bring them to the

sunshine and light whichmmaalangtotbosewbosincere]ybopetbattbeirdmams will come
— Woodrow Wilson

true!”

All of us have dreams; some turn into
nightmares and others into fulfilled desires,

ith great happiness and reward.

But some let the great dreams die .. and
thatlsashame!lttakmfalth,cmn'ag
patience to see the fulfillment of one’s aspi-
ratlons. oals and dreams.

t Wilson was right — they don’t
happen without care and nourishment.
Product of imagination

Many years ago, I attended an Oral Roberts
gospel crusade. More than 12,000 people

overflowed the great tent cathedral.

" Hemade a remark that has remained with
me. “This tent is a product of my imagina-

tion” stated the evangelist. “Many nights I
laid awake imagining I had the world s lar-
gest gospel tent. I dreamed and I believed.”

Not bad for a stuttering Cherokee Indian
from Oklahoma, who at 17 was dying of TB.

After God healed him in a tent crusade, he
entered the ministry. Today, Roberts is pres-
ident of a university that bears his name, a
medical college and an ultra-modern
hospital.

Dexter Yager is more than a man. He is a
system of motivation and self-help to hun-
dreds of thousands of people around the
world.

Recently, he published a new book, Don’t
Let Anyone Steal Your Dream.

He tells of being a $95-a-week representa-
tive for a U.S. beer company. But he started
meeting people who believed in God, the free
.enterprise system and themselves.

And he to dream.

Today, just 20 years later, he has built a
sales force of 300,000 people.

Martin Luther King was a dreamer.

He dreamed that one day, the oppressed
black people in the Southern U.S.A. would be
able to live like other Americans.

He charted a course of non-violent civil
disobedience and with faith in the American
democratic system, kept marching and

Althonghhewascutdown byanassassins
bullet, today blacks by the thousands are
~stri for excellence and reaching for the
T vu&e the US.A.
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Sen. Robert Kennedy stated, “Some people
ask‘wh ? I muse ‘why not?’ ”

ytwodecadesafterhisdeath,Ro—

bert’s son, Joseph Kennedy III, has entered

the political arena, in his footsteps and is

about to challenge for a seat in the U.S.

congress.

Two tragic deaths in the Kennedy family
is not enough to keep them down. A new crop
of achievers is rising from the ashes again.

G. Gordon Liddy, the only Watergate con-
spirator who did not turn state’s witness in
order to get a reduced term, is out of prison
and in great demand on the university lec-
ture circuit.

Liddy’s new book Will is
straight-forward. He says, “Most Americans
have a deep and abiding faith in the Easter
Bunny.”

Liddy quotes an old Sicilian 'Proverb “If
you cannot lose, you cannot win.

There is something about the resilience of
the human spirit that helps us bounce back
from the brink, and with renewed faith, begin
once again.

Donald Nicholson, former head of a Min-
neapolis home entertainment conglomerate,
bounced back from the brink of bankruptcy
two years ago and today is worth $2 billion.

‘You've got to have heart’

And Nicholson has now waded into the
troubled waters of Phillip Kives and K-Tel to
resurrect this bankrupt company.

Kives, whose company made some bad
business investments, among them a 150-
acre parcel of vacant land in North Edmon-
ton states, “You've got to have heart. You've
got to have guts. If you don’t, you'll never
survive in this world.”

Isay amen to that!

Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral



The lessons of
The Philippines

1t is difficult to grasp the immensity of the corruption,
greed and full-blown arrogance of Ferdinand and Imelda
Marcos. Their unashamed rape of the finances of the Phili-
ppines is shocking.

For years they systematically looted the treasury and
spent money on themselves and their friends like drun-
ken sailors.

Who were they seeking to impress? What were they trying
to prove? And what joy did they derive from the billions of
dollars of property and wealth they routinely deposited, in-
vested or spent in various capitals of the world?

Conscience becomes seared

I don’t think anyone anticipated the magnitude of their
total disregard for integrity, fairness and morality.

The Bible speaks of becoming so hardened against righ-
‘teousness that the conscience becomes seared, as with a hot
iron, feeling no remorse and possibly believing it was their
right to take what they wanted, when they so desired.

Jesus said, “Beware of covetousness, for a man’s life consis-
teth not in the things which he possesses.”

Very definitely, power corrupts, and absolute power cor-
rupts absolutely! And Marcos and his wife were post-gradu-
ates in that field. = ¥

During the election, I felt sorry for Marcos, who was
repeatedly accused of murder by Corozon Aquino. My feel-
ing was, “That isn’t fair! Everyone is innocent until proven
guilty! No wonder the masses turned against Marcos after
repeatedly hearing that he had killed her husband.”

And then the powerful Roman Catholic Cardinal Jaime Sin
became her de facto campaign manager and adviser.

The cards were stacked against Marcos by the U.S. and the
media while the near-hysterical Aquino took to the streets
and Sin preached civil disobedience.

Election by uprising

Personally, I didn’t like the way the emotional mob forced
its will upon the government. It was election by uprising and
manipulation, similar to the tactics used by Ayatollah
Khomeini.

But since the sordid truth about Marcos’ corrupt behavior
has been confirmed, I feel better about it.

However, now Aquino has disbanded the National As-
sembly and granted herself absolute power, for at least a
year.

And that is very dangerous, since she and her friends
may bring in a radical new constitution.

Being a novice, Ajuino is vulnerable and Vice Presi-

dent Laurel cannot be totally trusted.

Granting amnesty to communist leaders against the wishes
of military leaders may also prove troublesome in the future.

We must pray for wisdom for the new president and
stability in the Philippines. i

There are two thing Aquino must remember: Twenty
years ago, Marcos was the savior of thePhilippines, rising to
power while promising to run a clean house, but he got off
: r@cﬁk and becal:ne a despot. Ablioé;ﬁnt li:ét gamxzed by emotional

ies and mob pressure can ly same_waﬁ, s
= (Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Catheffral) .=




In the midst of all the gloom and doom of Alberta’s oil
patch and Canada’s falling dollar, there are at least a
couple of bright spots.

We'll soon get a new 11-sided dollar coin made of
nickel and coated with brass. /
A little larger than a quarter, it will be a real novelty,
more convenient and less costly in the long run than the
r bill.
arles Templeton and I disagree on a lot of things,
but on the fall of the dollar, we see eye to eye.
Sometime ago, while I was interviewing Toronto-
based Templeton on CKER’s Nightwatch, he stated the
world was heading into a depression that would make
the crash of 1929 seem insignificant in comparison.
And, he added, we should let the dollar slide.

Won't have to shore it up

My reasoning is this: If the dollar falls to 60 cents or
even half-a-U.S.-dollar, we will be able to stop spending
billions to shore it up.

Naturally, some areas of our economy would suffer
because of the tremendously-increased cost of import-
ing U.S. and Japanese products.

But since “necessity is the mother of invention” we
would build our own factories and produce our own
ﬂ‘roducts, using our own raw materials. And put a mil-

ion unemployed Canadians to work, instead of the con-
tinuing foolhardy policy of Canadian governments try-
ing to keep up with the Americans.

Far better to live more realistically and lower our
expectations than to continue spending billions of dol-
lars to prop up our currency and keep importing for-
eign-made products. 1

Foreign investors would pour their money into Can- |
ada with a 60-cent dollar and a solid Conservative gov-

“ernment, to say nothing of the potential boom in

!

S ient and hard-working
Oh, I know it would affect our appetite for jet-setting
international vacations, Japanese- and German-made
automobiles and other foreign toys.

But it would make us a self-sufficient, hard-working
people with some national pride, for the first time in 119
years. :

What about the oil glut and the plunging oil prices?
What will be the effect of long-term low-price oil?

In the short term, it will be devastating to Alberta’s
economy and other oil-exporting nations. But in the
long run, I believe it will bring a global recovery!

It will bring down interest rates and spur an eco-
nomic boom in the U.S.A.

And since we are so closely tied to our southern
neighbor, it will spill over on us.

It will also greatly help Western Europe, as well as
Japan and Israel, and bring the Arab nations into line.

OPEC had gotten far too big for its britches and
needed to learn g lesson, since its 1973 arrogant policy
of oil embargo and price fixing.

Nations like Mexico,

Brazil, Norway and J/
Britain will also feel
the pain, but these na-
tions have suffered be-
fore and made it by
their own determina-
tion.

I personally wish to
applaud our premier
for his compassionate
‘and timely interven-
tion in this province’s

“most serious farm

\__Crisis. '
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There is no doubt he is doing exactly what needs to |
done to save the family farm. Tl
If Premier Don Getty feels a little  about
dippint% his hand into the Heritage Trust Fund, should
read the Old Testament and see how wisely Joseph
stored grain for seven years, thus saving millions of
lives during the famine which followed. v
The Trust Fund was wisely instituted by Peter
Lougheed. Now, Getty must follow the precedent set by
Joseph in order to tide Alberta through the rough times,
until the price of oil rises again and stabilizes.
If he follows this Bible pattern, we’ll all be laughing.

(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral)
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Western Canadian farmers are facing a catastrophe, says a
report by the Canada West Foundation. Thirty thousand farm-
ers'— nearly one in four — are in serious financial trouble.

Many farmers were caught in the squeeze when they bor-
rowed. Low interest rates, easy access to large loans and
rising land prices made farmers feel secure. But ~hen high

interest rates took effect and land prices dropped, farmers

were strapped as incomes fell and costs soared.

Family breakdown, divorce, suicide and even murder is
occurring more frequently as frustration and futility have re-
placed the usual peace and security of the farm home.

Cost is enormous

“
“In 1984, 555 Canadians farmers declared bankruptcy,arec-
ord since the Great Depression.

It would cost about $2.4 billion to save all the Canadians
burdened with debt too large for them, stated George Brink-
man, farm economist at the University of Guelph.

While speaking to the 1986 Ontario Agricultural College’s
Conference, Brinkman said federal and provincial govern-
ments had pumped about $2 billion into the farming in-
dustry in 1985.

Farm debt totals $21 billion in Canada now, and many
farmers are not making enough profit to pay the interest on
their loans, so are borrowing more money to make their

ents.

m only Prairie farmers are suffering, but B.C.’s fruit and
vegetable %roducers have been hit as well. For decades the
Okanagan Valley boasted dozens of canneries, but the last one
closed its doors a few months ago in Summerland. Importers
claim they can buy canned fruit for 10 per cent less than they
can process it.

With the closure of these canneries goes hundreds of jobs

_that people have counted on for years. By importing foreign-
made products, we lose in the long run.

1t is a shame our politicians and businessmen can’t devise a
plan to get Canada back to work.

What happens when farmers get sick?

In 1982,Jacob Obrigewitschtook early retirement because
of health reasons after operating a grain elevator for 24 years.

He had inhaled so much fine grain powder for so many
years that two-thirds of his lung cells were dead. This disease

pularly known as ‘farmers lung’ is only one of a .g‘e,thora of
& unique to food producers, stated Dr. James

n of the University of Saskatchewan.

Most Canadians have taken the ‘bread and butter’ people of
our nation for granted. Our farmers are indispensable.
Last fall, Ray Speaker of the Representative party warned

that unless Premier Don Getty did something soon to rescue

northern Alberta farmers, he would face a political revolt.

The need for assistance has apparently stirred the premier, |
and he is showing compassion toward the ‘food producers’ of |

Alberta.
His statement that even though oil prices are plummeting,

the government will not initiate a tax increase this year, and
if necessary dip into the Heritage Trust Fund, is significant.

Concerned more with power

In my opinion, Premier Peter Lougheed was more in-
terested in the Heritage Fund as a lever for power than in
the average Albertan’s welfare. :

Getty is far less political, more humanitarian and a true
representative of the people. T

If the Canadian farmer doesn’t get help soon, the family
farm will be a thing of the past, and the huge corporations will
be in the tractor seat. ; !

Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral
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~ Medical miracles are hapiening so rapidly these
days it is becoming difficult to keep up.
ack Burcham, 62, made history when he became the

fifth personin the world to receive a mechanical heart.

He had to undergo a second operation soon after to
stop internal bleeding, but is reportedly out of bed most
of the day and spending some time watching television.

Leif Stenberg became the first European to receive
an artificial heart when he underwent an operation in
Stockholm just a few weeks ago.

o Firstin Europe
7" The 52-year-old Swedish businessman, the fourth in
the world to receive a mechanical heart, was reported
to be in excellent condition. '
The world watched, waited and prayed for Baby Fae
after her dramatic baboon heart transplantin
California.

The debate raged hot and heavy, however, over the |

moral, psychological and medical implications of the
operation.

Animal lovers objected because a baboon had been
sacrificed to save a baby’s life.

Some medical authorities were concerned about
whether the hospital had made enough of an attempt to
secure a human heart.

And some of the media were asking if the baboon

r*ransplant was a ploy to gain publicity and make
“medical history.

Concerned about effects

Many people were concerned about the psychological
effects, especially upon little Baby Fae if she should
later have to deal with knowing she had an animal’s
heart beating in her chest. ;

Another question that kept popping up was how far

~will medical science eventually go in the field of heart
transplants?
I thank God for the saving of lives and I rejoice with
amily members and congratulate medical science for

' However, I am a bit apprehensive over a free-wheel-
‘ ﬁc,«lﬁtqde among scientists that might eventually
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turn into a nightmare of confusion and
disappointments.

In the final analysis, God is the giver of life, and we
all have an appointment with death, sooner or later.

Which makes me wonder if the great amounts of

money spent, the pain and agony suffered and the long
hours of waiting and hoping are really worth it.

Perhaps yes, perhaps no.

One thing is certain, the spiritual condition of our
hearts is more important. ’

I guess the best way to get the answer to these ques-
tions about transplants is to ask the man whose heart is
rapidly deteriorating. ;

But after medical science has done all it can do and

there is still no hope, let us all remember, “With God all - i

things are possible!” ;
(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral)
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hold the political power, says a report issued by the United
Nations!

By the year 2000, there will be more than three billion
women on earth. They will outnumber men by 175 million.

However, the demands of childbirth and child-rearing will
deny education and training to hundreds of millions of women,
keeping them out of the halls of power. .

“Women constitute the majority of poor and 60 per cent of
illiterates in the world,” says Rafael Salas, executive director
of the U.N. fund for population activity.

Women becoming literate

More women will become literate, he indicates, but the
population growth will keep the proportions the same.

Again Bible prophecy comes to the forefront with a canny
accuracy. Twenty seven hundred years ago the prophet Isaiah
speaking of future events stated, “seven women shall take
hold of one man, saying, We will eat our own bread, and wear
our own apparel: only let us be called by thy name, to take
away our reproach.” (Isaiah 4:1)

There have been times in the history of Israel and other
nations when so many men have died in wars, that very few
remained!

Wars will continue until the end of time and with it
death; especially to the men!

Heart disease is also killing off men in large numbers

and, coupled with lung cancer from cigarette smoking, many
of the world’s choice males are dying. -

Sylvia Ann Hewlett, 40, holds a Ph.D in economics and has
written four books. Her latest, A Lesser Life: The Myth of
Womens’ Liberation in America, says that women’s libera-
tion is a myth and the Women’s Movement has ignored work-
ing mothers’ problems!

Hewlett, who was part of the liberation struggle in the 70’s,
feels a whole agenda was missed, that of motherhood and
family life.

Women are outnumbering men in total births, but men still

“I think it’s true that for some of the early leaders, for
instance Betty Friedan and Gloria Steinem, family was part
of the problem, not part of the solution” writes Hewlett.

The former womens’ libber states, “I think we were trying
to clone the male competitive model, with our business suits
and our briefcases. We were trying to be men. It was easy to
forget that 90 per cent of women do choose to become mothers
and that family life is still the most passionate attachment.”

The Womens’ Lib is also helping to fulfill a portion of
this ancient prophecy. “We’ll look after ourselves — pay

our own bills. Just service us so we can have a baby. We
don’t really need the men.”

There is another powerful enemy stalking the male popula-
tion of the world!

I believe the AIDS epidemic will kill more men before year
2000 than both the world wars combined!

In spite of so-called “safe sex,” the numbers of homo-
sexual men contracting the AIDS virus is dangerously high

No stopping Gay Plague

There is no stopping the Gay Plague, at least for the
present!

Scientists working feverishly to find a cure for this devas-
tating disease see no hope of arresting it before the year 2000.

In the meantime, the exponential curve of mathematics
will effectively reduce the male population by an unbeliev-
able and staggering figure!

Women may eventually take over the world by sheer
numbers and the male become a protected species!
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But I must hasten to ask,

It has been said that “most people will do anything for whatever has happened to his 5 .
money.” There is no doubt that when a person is hungry he magazine?
may steal. As a clergyman, I think it

And when businesses, corporations or individuals cannot would be in order for the
pay their bills, they sometimes resort to questionable board of directors of Alberta
practices. ’ Report to pray with the rest

Even churches are vulnerable. | of us: Lead us not into temp-

The selling of indulgences in the Roman Catholic church tation and deliver us from
during the 1500s so infuriated Martin Luther that he dis- evil.

himself from and condemned the deceptive practice.

Buying indulgences is the practice of paying money or
doing penance in exchange for forgiveness of sins and a lesser
sentence in the fires of purgatory.

The temptation of compromise is ever present when the
clergyman is confronted by his congregation to “water down”
the message in order to build a larger congregation or appeal
to a broader segment of society.

I have been faced with this temptation on a number of
oceasions.

We all face temptation
Years ago a well- businessman came to see me. He

owned six businesses and was very prosperous. He liked my
preaching style and results.

He did not however like my doctrinal position — I still
believe in the virgin birth of Christ, the death and resurrection
of Jesus as well as a literal Heaven and Hell.

The man gave me a book entitled Edgar Cayce, The Sleep-
ing Great with the remark: “If you'll read this book and just
change your preaching a bit, I'll put you on Main Street.”

ltgi 't take me long to show him the door.

Some months ago when we were facing bankruptcy we
received a lot of encouragement from various clergymen, the
m"el'dia and Gt:.(il rank and file population.

thank
The‘verythirlglfeared—mediamosureofonrﬂnancial
blems — became a great blessing.
Andwehavegotourhouseinordu,cutourstaff,soldsom
property, done double duty and rayed harder.
Several advised us to open aﬁngo hall. “Other churches do
ir.whxcan’tyou?'rhereisapﬂeofmoneytobemadein

0. YR
:;? Teplied by telling of smoke-filled bingo halls and the
! 4 mm-’l 2 s g '
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‘society’s glue

Will the family unit survive the trials
and tribulations of the next few years?

Sociologists, psychologists and clergy
are divided on the issue.

With fathers unemployed, mothers
working and children left to do their own
thing — often getting involved with drugs
— it is no wonder the family unit has been
crumbling.

I certainly agree with the National
Council of Women in Canada that human
beings need a close relationship with
others.

That the family unit is the foundation of
the national structure is no secret.
‘Weaken the family and you weaken the
community, the school, the church and
the government.

f_emnvnmg&im ground
“The family is a training ground

and a metaphor for the kind of society we
want,” says American psychologist Elsi
Boulding.

And the Government of Quebec’s Green

Paper on Family Policy makes a power-

ful statement: “We must strive toward a
major objective: that of according as
much importance to the role of persons as
parents, as we would do to them as
workers.”

Technological change has made a per-
manent impact on family structure, par-
ticularly in this century as jobs in cities
enticed great numbers to leave rural
areas.

The large farm home with mom, dad,
children, grandparents and hired help be-
came a thing of the past. Children moved
out on their own, got married and pur-
chased a home and the nuclear family
became the order of the day.

Around the early '60s, with the advent
of “the pill” and relaxed laws on divorce,
came more changes for the family. In
their book The Family: Trends
In Canada, Anne-Marie Ambert and
Maureen Baker write: “Until 1968 divorce
was something that did not happen in
one’s family — it was something embar-
rassing that afflicted Americans, not
Canadians.”

Americans are still ahead, but we are
fast catching up, sad to say. -

And with all the divorces, we are seeing
fractured, broken and sometimes irrepa-
rable economic, psychological and socio-
logical damage to many members of
families.

. More than 11 per cent of Canadian fa-
milies are single-parent units, the vast
majority headed by divorced or se-
parated women.

[ =252l T

unit

In a recent survey, Reginald Bibby and
Donald Posterski discovered that 85 per
cent of young people plan to marry and
have children.

The researchers state: “Most teenagers
still believe their desire to be loved can
best be fulfilled in marital relationships.”

And that is good news for Canada.

At the height of the post-war baby

women were bearing an average of

four children each. By 1983, the fertility

rate had dropped to an all time low of 1.7
per woman.

Our government should be concerned,
as are the governments of France, Swe-
den and other European nations, at the
dangerously low birth rates of our
nations.

In some countries, women are being
encouraged through grants and subsidies
to bear children.

Several things have affected the Cana-
dian birth rate: working women seeking
careers, sometimes unable to bear chil-
dren when they do want them; sterility
due to venereal di impotency due to
psychological pressures; the birth control
pill; and the high cost of raising children.

The Vanier Institute for the Family,
founded in 1964 to promote the well being
of Canadian families, has said: “Family is
the principle means through which we
care for one another; the primary unit of
learning, education and socialization; a
source of emotional sustenance and sup-
port; and a significant unit of both eco-
nomic production and consumption.”

Society weakening
And Robert Glossop of the institute
states: “There is still something about the
idea of family that is constant, even in the
midst of profound changes within
families.”

I totally agree with Glossop’s state-
ment that families remain “the primary
care-givers for children, and the fprunary
providers of emotional support for adult
members, and they will continue to be the
primary context in which human values
ar:n cult.ivated.l" i

closing, to pass on another
nugget from the institute: “Whatever the

the
3eysodety.nwelolt‘wothmﬂy

richest resource, then our society is
weakened.” 2
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A generation ago, it was natural for a young man to
look for a suitable lady to share his life.

Marriage gives men a sense of responsibility and fulfill-
ment of dreams with even more reason to become successful.

Living common-law with no strings attached or leading a

girl on with promises of marriage only to gain her favors is

not ethical.

Young fellows who go from one relationship to another do
not develop good traits and characteristics; stability is usually
missing.

Thirty years ago, things were quite different. A person who
lived as a hermit was an oddball and homosexuality was
considered abnormal.

There’s a wholesomeness about the pattern God laid out in
His word to our first parents in Eden.

“Therefore shall a man leave his mother and father and
cleave unto his wife” (Gen. 2:24)

It is still natural for a |

young man to search for a
job, get married and contrib-
ute something to the commu-
nity. Not just by his resource-
fulness at factory, farm, la-
boratory or commerce, but
also through his children.

Natural lifestyle

For thousands of years,
“the civilized community”
respected this natural,
wholesome lifestyle; parents
encouraged it, schools taught
it, medical authorities em-
braced it and the church
sanctioned it.

Then came the permissive
society with its promises of
liberty and freedom. What
was the result?

An influx of teenage preg-
nancies, a flood of pornogra-
phic films and literature, a
stream of sexually abused
and mentally disturbed
youngsters, an increase of
chemical dependence, sui-
cide and the homosexual rev-
olution with the accompany-
ing AIDS plague.

Untortunately, this gen-
eration has lost its way with
no sense of direction, having
cut loose its moral guide-
lines, leaving no real values
of right or wrong.

Situation ethics

Because we listened to lib-
eral theologians with their
“situation ethics,” counsel-
lors like Benjamin Spock
with his erroneous teaching
on child rearing and psychol-
ogists like Sigmund Freud
and his “it’s-not-your-fault-
blame-your-parents”’
doctrine.

We have sown to the wind

- SOLBREKKEN

and are now reaping the whirl-wind. : | e

Nobody wants to discover their children have been cor-
rupted by criminal drug pushers, weird religious cults that
brainwash, or sexual perverts who enslave.

Sex is healthy within the marriage bond; having babies is |

normal and working diligently to support a family and con-

tribute something worthwhile to the community is nyatural.
Being generous to the poor, kind to neighbors, loving to

family and faithful to God and church is healthy and normal,

regca:'dless of what anyone says.
tting drunk, shooting up with drugs, beating one’s wife
and children is unhealthy, abnormal andgwrong. p

Although I agree with the Norwegian father 100 per cent, I
wish to add something: For those parents who are suffering
the shame, reproach and pain of seeing children of all victims,
th%fr is still hope.

ough compassion, love and a caring and forgiving atti-

tude, they can be brought back to the right path. S |
_And for young people who are desperately seeking to
find their way in a confused cold-hearted and lonely world,
ay .a:i,\’nce is, “Turn your life over to God through Jesus

rist.

He stated, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matt. 11:28).

«  (Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral.)

|
|



Py € AR - IE ST RSSO Y s AL A

24 The Edmonton Sunday Sun, June 29, 1986

The abortion debate that rages across Canada is centred on
amiddle-aged doctor who isona determined crusade to estab-
lish abortion clinics in major cities across the country.

Dr. Henry Morgentaler is a professional abortionist, hailed
by some women as a modern-day liberator and Messiah.

But many others are up in arms about the tragic waste of
life and the tortuous surgical holocaust which is draining
our country of its greatest heritage — our children.

To many sensitive people who love their children and
grandchildren, Morgentaler appears like another Adolf Hitler
or King Herod.

According to Morgentaler, however, Canada’s women can
not stay away from his surgical knife, suction machine or

saline solutions . . . Jewish, Catholic and Protestant women.
And yet the Jewish prophets, as well as Christian apostles,

equated abortion with murder.
Savior or despot?

What is Morgentaler? The savior of Canadian women or
murderer of innocents? The greatest emancipator of thou-
sands of Pope John Paul’s slaves or a cruel despot on a power-
trip, set on putting his own stamp on Canadian laws and
conscience, as well as interfering with the clean-cut teaching
of churches and synagogues? !

Or is he'a shrewd businessman with his foot in the door of a
virtual goldmine, complete with nationwide media coverage?

One thing is sure — Henry Morgentaler is no man’s fool. He
is clever and totally sincere.

I really believe he has been brainwashed by the cries of

thousands of self-willed, hardhearted feminists and fright-
ened teenagers.

In my opinion, he is not doing them a favor at all. As a
clergyman, I have had to counsel numerous young women
who are now suffering anxiety, sleeplessness and terrible
guilt because of their actions.

“Did I make a mistake?” they ask. “What would my son or
daughter look like today if he or she would have lived?”

: Psychological scars remain to haunt women, sometimes for

e.

The U.S. Surgeon General recently stated that in the thou-
sands of abortions he had personally checked, not one had
been a life-threatening situation.

Dave Russell, former Alberta minister of health, said he

We are so concerned about child abuse, kiddie porn and
sexploitation, but what about pre-child murder?

Can you abuse a child more than destroying it? In my
opinion, preventing a life from its natural progression and
birth is the most cruel and abusive force of dictatorship and
tyranny towards the innocent.

Life is very precious

Abortion is most discriminating against the unborn baby
who has no one to speak up for it if its mother, father, doctor,
state and, in some cases, church, refuse to do so.

In my books, life is still very precious, and when history is
written, this generation will go down as one of the cruelist.

Truly, abortion is the crime of the century.

(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral)

was appalled by the number of abortions currently being ‘

performed in the province. _
He felt there was ample provision for what medical
call “therapeutic abortions.”
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Pomography law is what Canada needs

Former justice minister John Crosbie sure knows how to
upset people.

Homosexuals, movie-makers, video artists and skin maga-
zine publishers are all crying “foul.” They are in “shock” over
the government’s proposed criminal code changes pertaining
to pornography.

The amendments to the code define as obscene “any visual
matter showing vaginal, anal or oral intercourse, ejaculation,
sexually yiolent behavior, bestiality, incest, necrophilia, mas-
turbation or other sexual activity.”

The new code defines in detail the current, vague obscenity
provision of “undue exploitation of sex.”

Critics say the proposed obscenity provision is so broad,
once-acceptable works could suddenly fall into the unaccept-
able category — with jail terms of up to five years.

Well, tough beans.

Maybe some of the garbage that film-makers have fed our
young people for years was unfit for human consumption.

Others say a screen kiss or a perfume ad like Calvin
Klein’s Obsession, which does not fall under the definition of

MAX
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pornography as “undue exploitation of sex,” could be suspect
under “other sexual activity.”

And they have a valid point. The justice minister should
have been more definite in the wording of the phrase “other
sexual activity.”

The proposed new code, however, shows the government
has finally come to grips with the devastating effects “porn”
is having on our youth.

The silent majority of decent “family-people” has spoken,
and the government has decided to act.

Liz Coffman of the Manitoba Action Committee on the
Status of Women says: “Feminists don’t mind erotica or sex-

ually-explicit materials, so long as it’s not degrading or sex-
ually violent.” |

“It's totally off-the-wall” states Penny Mitchell, another
member of MACSW’s subcommittee on pornography.

“It’s like someone drew them up when they were delirious
one night,” she said. Dina Hoyle, executive director of the
Canadian Periodical Publishers Association, says Crosbie’s
broad definition is causing the association concern. |

She believes the Toronto-based gay publication Body Poli-
tic, which has a history of controversy and court cases, coul
become a victim of a broadened definition, as well as vario
art and political commentary magazines. .,

The bare facts are that finally it has gotten through to Jo
Crosbie — the vocal conglomeration of activists, who seek
impose their extreme views on the nation, are only a minu
percentage of the population. ‘

In my opinion, sexual intercourse is a very private act
should never be photographed or videoed to make money,
to satisfy the unnatural cravings of a sexual deviant.

(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral)
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The spotlight of the world’s human conscience has recently
focused on South Africa and its political dilemma.

The white minority government of P. W. Botha is being
lectured, chastised and condemned for apartheid.

Everyone wants change, and they want it now. But a
system that has been in place for decades cannot be disman-
tled overnight, and that’s where I see the need for patience
and tolerance!

Botha has gone on record that apartheid is an out-dated
concept and that he wants justice, peace and reconciliation
for all people! =

The world-at-large and the restless young blacks, however,
are through waiting. And you can’t blame them.

The real danger, as I see it, is a revolt from within, toppling
the present regime and replacing it with a far less flexible
government! >

During the past four years, Botha has revised South Africa’s
constitution to create a Parliament for Indians and coloreds
and tried to build up local governments. He has also disman-
tled a major pillar of apartheid — the 73-year-old pass law
restrictions, controlling movement of blacks.

A recent editorial in The Economist stated, “Don’t Bash
Botha if you sincerely want South Africa to change.”

i nd

Church leaders, politicians and human rights activists are
demanding that Great Britain and the U.S.A. impose eco-
nomic sanctions on the racist regime. But would they work
effectively enough to offset the negative impact?

England does 20 per cent of its trading with South Africa
and stands to lose billions of dollars. Sanctions would also put
tens of thousands of blacks out of work.

I am against such an imposition because I believe it
would harm black people more than anyone else, and it
wlill only serve to strengthen Pretoria’s resolve to go it
alone. 3

White South Africa would never relinquish power through
an armed conflict or economic sanctions . .. they would fight
to the last man!

Zimbabweean Prime Minister Robert Mugabe’s call for
establishment of an African Defence Force to topple South
Africa is a joke. They are armed to the teeth and can handle
anything that marches.

The only one to benefit from economic sanctions would be
the Soviets, who are sitting on the sidelines, licking their
chops, waiting to pick up the pieces.

In my opinion, peaceful dialogue and negotiations are
the keys to change in South Africa.

And there are responsible people in that country who
feel the same way.

The powerful Zulu chief, M.G. Buthelezi, who opposes
apartheid, also opposes economic sanctions and

~ disinvestment.

inflammatory rhetoric, the stately chief is well-
balanced and opposes the communist-backed African Na-
tional Congress (ANC), whose aim is the violent overthrow of

the government. v

Says Dr. Buthelezi, “If we destroy the productive capacity
of the economy, millions of people will starve.” Speaking in

California, he told blacks and liberals to “stay out of South

Africa’s affairs.” :

In a speech quoted by South African Digest, he said, “When I
see how many countries in Africa have not got enough food for
their populations, I often wonder whether those who advocate
the destruction of the economy ... (want to reduce) South

Africa to a state of economic ruin so that we can also look

forward to a dependence of crumbs of charity from the West

after liberation.” i i e

in truths must be ad

Harold Williams is a Blac nomic-Development Con- .
sultant, born in Sierre Leone, who has strong views about the
double standards of ignoring the horrible human rights abuses
by black against black in Africa, while dwelling on the abuses
of white South Africans against blacks.

- Ina Newsweek column, he writes: “It is a shame for me, as
a black man, to admit certain truths about Mncq.}q many
black African countries, there has been a systematic disman-
tling of such pre-independent institutions and a free press,
independent judiciary, independent enterprise — and these
have been replaced by one-party rule and state-controlled
monopolies. 3

“'l‘hl:aoupshot has been a steady decline of the social and
economic structures of each of these African states. The
ironic fact is that in South Africa, blacks have steadily out
performed their counterparts elsewhere in Africa in such
vital fields as education and employment.” .

Prime Minister Mulroney is foolishly calling for economic
sanctions against South Africa. My advice to him is do
something for Alberta and leave the Africans to themselves.

(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral)
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counselling.
_ According to his statements it is obvious he does not
understand Christian doctrine.
_His position is the same as the orthodox Jews of
Jesus’ time who considered samaritans “dogs,” and
Ayatollah Khomeini, who quotes the Koran to prove it is
the duty of devout Moslems, to kill infidels.

Infidels are Jews, Christians and anyone who is not
Moslem.

One of the most important tenets of Christianity, is
acceptance of all who believe the gospel — in love and
fellowship no one is to be excluded.

The miracle in Christianity is the process of salva-
tion, found in the new birth: Jews and gentiles becoming
one in Christ.

Angi-ghhgigtian
The antagonism is gone, the old nature dies and a

“spiritual man” rises to challenge the devil and rescue
others from his evil grip.

Apparently, adherents to the Aryan nations believe
Jews are Satan’s children, Adolph Hitler was a prophet
sent by God and Anglo Saxons are the chosen race.

Such teaching is false, diabolical and anti-Christian.
St. Peter stated unequivocally, “...God is no respector of
persons, but in every nation he that feareth him, and
w Jinein righteousness, is accepted with him.” (Acts
10:34-35).

Contrary to the Aryan teaching, St. Paul said, the
Gospel is to be preached to “the Jew first and also to the

Terry Long of Caroline is way off track, and needs

Greek.” He asks, “what advantage then hath the Jew?
Much every way: chiefly because that unto them were

committed the oracles of God.” (Rom. 3:1-2).

That the nation of Israel and the Jewish race is spe-
cial to God because of his covenant with Abraham — js
clearly taught in the new testament.

Jesus Christ commanded his disciples to “go into all
the world and preach the gospel to all nations.” And in

- the book of revelation, it states the redeemed shall

come from every nation, tribe and people.

Until recently, the homegrown doctrines of Joseph
Smith and “The Mormons” excluded blacks from be-
coming bishops. :

As a Christian minister, I totally repudiate any and
all racist teaching, as a stench in God’s nostrils and an
abomination to the church.

The doctrines of the Aryan movement is a blemish on
the teachings of Christ, and a satanic deception.

It is interesting to note in the Apocalypse, when the
anti-Christ shall appear, he will seek to deceive the
Jews. And Satan wars against “the woman and her

a8 | RS

child” — referring to Israel and the church.

The closer we come to “the end of time,” more and
more hatred will be directed against Israel: Satan hates
the Jewish race because it gave the world “the
redeemer.”

As far as white people feeling superior, please re-
member: Our first parents were not caucasians — they
were probably more like our native indians... t

The word Adam in the Hebrew, means red — a}xd
don’t forget, it was a black man who carried the cross of
Jesus to Golgotha’s hill.

Cool heads

Hats off to Judith Goldstein and the Jewish Federa-
tion of Edmonton, who kept cool heads and repudiated
militant Meir Halevi and the Jewish Defence League.

God will judge those who persecute his people ... he
told Abraham, “and I will bless them that bless thee,
and curse him that curses, thee” (Gen.12:3).

If you don't believe it, look at the nations who have
enslaved, persecuted and decimated the Jews; Egypt
has never risen again, Germany is divided and Russia’s
credibility and economy are in trouble... _

The Arab world is in total disarray: and the USA, who
constantly stands up for Israel, is singularly blessed.

God has ways and means of judging those who perse-
cute his people and if I were Terry Long, I would re-
study my theology.

o s




Chernobyl: Does it spell real trouble for the Soviet Union?

Is this disaster only the beginning of the “nuclear night-
mare” that lies ahead for this superpower?

Amid the news reports of the many who perished or
were seriously contaminated by the explosion and radiation,
something has been left out.

I'm not referring to withholding information about the ac-
cident. I'm referring to the pharoah-Gorbachev parallel.

For those who are unfamiliar with the Bible and the
history of Israel, this may sound far fetched. But for historians
and theologians, it is exceptionally relevant and possible.

As a serious student of history, relating to Bible prophecy, I
believe we are now seeing the beginning of the end of commu-
nist Russia.

Which brings to mind two portions of Old Testament Scrip-
tures — dealing with Israel’s deliverance from Egyptian slav-
ery, and the 20th century rebirth of Israel, with the subsequent

judgmant of the Northern Confederacy, in Ezekiel 37-39.
Just as surely as Goa podedinn ew Lo smar

to the pharoah, He is also speaking to Soviet leader Mikhai
Gorbachev today. His message then and now is the same: “Let
my people go, that they may worship me.”

Victory Israel’s

Just as the Egyptian king refused to let the Jews leave, so
the Soviet leader also adamantly refuses to release them.

Ironic as it may seem, it will be the country Joseph
Stalin described as “only a nation on paper,” Israel, that
will ultimately destroy Russia.

For as God hardened the heart of the pharoah in order to
reveal his great power against an “evil empire” that had kept
His people in slavery for 400 years, so God is hardening the
heart of the leaders of godless Russia.

By the hand of Moses, God brought 10 plagues on Egypt. It
does not pay to disobey and mock God. The pharoah found that
out too late and Gorbachev’s lessons have only just begun.

Chernobyl is probably lesson No. 2 or 3, with the 1958
nuclear accident at Kyshtym taking spot No. 1. In that inci-
dent — which the Soviets have never reported — 30 villages
were wiped off the map. No one in the West knows know how
many people died. ;

The official death count following the Chernobyl accident is
rising, and an estimated 100,000 people are expected to de-
velop cancer over the next 20 years. (i

Egypt was devastated before the pharoah was willing
to let the Jews leave. Undoubtedly history is now repeating
itself.

|
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The prophets paint a bleak picture for Russia. In describing
its destruction, Ezekiel says:

“And it shall come to pass at the same time when Gog
(Russia’s ruler) shall come up against the land of Israel,
saith the Lord God, that my fury shall come up in my
face. For in my jealousy and in the fire of my wrath have I
spoken, surely in that day there shall be a great shaking in the
land of Israel.” (Ezekiel 38:18 & 19).

Not only will there be a great earthquake, but the invading

~armies.will be so confused they will fight one .?_E?ther'

God says, “I will turn thee back, and leave but a sixth
part of thee ... Thou shalt fall upon the mountains of Israel,
thou, and all thy bands, and the people with thee: I will
give thee unto the ravenous birds. . . and to the beasts.. . . to be
devoured.”

“Iwill send a fire on Magog (Russia).” (Ezekiel 39:2).

According to God’s word, Iran, Ethiopia, Libya and the
Soviet satellites will join the Soviet Union in a lightning strike
against Israel very soon.

But God will destroy the invaders. This is all prophesied in
Ezekiel 38:5-17.

Message for Mikhail

Everything is now ready. Since 1969, Libya, Ethiopia and
Iran have all turned against the West and Israel.

Their hatred for Israel is so intense they will march
with godless communist nations. It will be their ruination.

God’s command to Russia is, “North, give up ...” God is
saying, “Gorbachev, pay me now, or pay me later.”

(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral.)
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MOMBASA, KENYA — I'm impressed with Kenyan Presi-
dent Daniel Arap Moi.

He is the people’s choice and a sharp contrast from some
leaders in Africa who are nothing but despots.

Kenya reflects its leader. It’s clean, progressive and relati-
vely democratic. This is not a police state like Angola, Mo-
zambique, Ethiopia or Uganda.

Readmg the newspapers one notices the fatherly image Moi
. exudes and his genuine con-
cern for the people.

He is quite unlike a leader
such as Mao Tse-tung who
said, ‘“Real power comes
from the end of a gun barrel.”

Mao’s statement and Rus-
sia’s treatment of her neigh-
bors show the total disregard
communists have for people.

And right-wing dictators
aren’t much better.

I thank God for the free-
doms enjoyed in countnes
such as Kenya.

Some recent newspaper
headlines reported, “Moi
concerned about crime,’

Daniel Arap Moi
Progressive leader

“President urges lawyers to fight graft” and “Excessive
drinking riles Moi.”

It is refreshing to hear a national leader give sound
moral advice to the people.

Which brings up Queen Elizabeth. Since I was quite young, I
can remember her highly principled, challenging and reas-
suring speeches.

. During his presidency, U.S. leader Ronald Reagan has con-
sistently spoken against the evils of our times and taken a
stand for the Bible, prayer and family.

Referring to the Challenger explosion, relxgnous leader
. Billy Graham said, “Reagan acted like a pastor to the nation
| durmg the tragedy.”

It is vital for leaders in politics, religion, education, medi-
ea ind sports to be dedicated to fairness, truth and morality.

L MAX |
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But it is difficult to recall any worthwhile moral chal-
lenges uttered by Canadian prime ministers since the time
of John Diefenbaker. Pierre Trudeau is remembered for his
playboy image, arrogance and vulgar gestures. And, unfor-
tunately, Prime Minister Mulroney is spending most of his
time defending the scandalous actions of his ministers rather
than rebuking them.

Moi, however, effectively and cons1stently purges crooks,
grafters and questionable characters from his government.

And being an ardent Christian, he often quotes the Bible on

national TV to make his points.

I pray the day will come when we will have a man of the
calibre of Moi leading Canada, one who will battle excessive
alcohol consumption, illicit drug taking, and abortion.

I am not hoping for that strictly for religious reasons,
but for dignity and survival.

A Hebrew preacher once saxd “Righteousness exalts a
tion, but sin is a reproach to any peo

(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral.)
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Steve Rodriguez made a fatal mistake last
week — he wore a yellow shirt to Manila’s
Rizal Park and died because of it; in front of
dozens of witnesses, including journalists
and Sunday strollers!

He was mistaken for a Corazon Aquino
supporter and was beaten to death because
Yellow was the color used by President
Aquino during her election campaign earlier
this year, and fanatical “Marcos Thugs” er-
roneously equated his yellow shirt with their
opposition.

King Hassan of Morocco also made a ter-
rible mistake recently.

He met with Israeli P.M. Shimon Peres at
the Moroccan mountain resort of Ifrane, to
discuss the possibility of a peace settlement
between Arabs and Jews!

ngerous

g.

Immediately, fanatical Arab extremists
moved into action and fire-bombed the
Moroccan Embassy in Beirut.

Syria broke diplomatic relations at once,
Algeria denounced the Ifrane meeting as “an
outrage” against Arabs, and King Hassan
was pressured into resigning as Chairman of
the Arab Summits.

All because he had the audacity to speak to
aJew! :

Bishop Pablo Antonia Vega made a tragic
mistake also, and it cost him his Nicaraguan
citizenship!

The Roman Catholic Bishop had the gall to
criticize the Sandinista Communists and
their unfair, torturous and repressive re-
gime. Vega, 66, escaped into Honduras where
he was given political asylum.

The Managua government said it had ban-
ished the Bishop for his alleged involvement
in a recent rebel attack on a bus, that killed

They also stated the prelate openly backed
President Reagan’s campaign of aid to the
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U.S. government’s policy of terror.”
I also made an unpardonable mistake sev-
eral months ago when I criticized Anglican
Bishop Desmond-Tutu of South Africa!
Several black families angrily left Faith
Cathedral, shouting “You are a racist.”
My remarks had nothing to do with color,
but with truth! '
I criticized the Bishop for his refusal to

 renounce violence and to restrain the “young

comrades” who were terrorizing the town-
ships — holding on-the-spot court and instant
executions by “necklacing.”

“Necklacing” is a torturous form of execu-
tion. Rubber tires are placed around the
necks and legs of the victims, then filled with
gasoline and set on fire.

When asked about the executions, Bishop
Tutu answered “The IRA execute their col-
laborators also.”

“Collaborators” are policemen, govern-
ment officials and businessmen who will not
cooperate with the “Comrades!” A 69-year-
old businesswoman who refused to close up

shop in support of an illegal strike was

“necklaced.” -

I have had vicious telephone calls from
black people calling me “a racist,” and pre-
dicting what will happen to both whites and
blacks in South Africa who do not join the
radicals!

Some of the calls have been intimidatin
threatening and clearly bigoted.

Most North Americans do not know that
Tutu has for years been involved with the

affluent, predominantly white Anglican

~ contras, and thus was “an accomplicg of the

Church — far removed from the plight of the
average black!

While Bishop Barnabus Lekganyane pre-
sides over 4 million black members in the
Zion Christain Church of S.A., and Bishop
Isaac Mokonea is the President of the Re-
formed Independent Churches; the largest

_ black denomination in Africa with 4.5 mil-

lion members.

Both of these clergymen with far more
members than Tutu, disagree with the Angli-
can clergyman on sanctions, as well as
violence!

- Mokonea worked with Tutu and the South
African Council of Churches, but broke with
them charging that Tutu was promoting
communism, with the aid of the W.C.C.

Powerful Zulu Chief M.G. Buthelezi who
rules 6.5 million blacks also disagrees totally
with Tutu and those who advocate the vio-

lent overthrow of the government of South
Africa.

It is almost uncanny to realize that wear-
ing a yellow shirt in the Philipines can bring
death, visiting a Jew in Morocco can ostra-
cize a king and speaking against repression
in Nicaragua will bring banishment and
imprisonment.

And speaking your mind about a power-
hungry Bishop in S.A. could brand you “a
racist” in Canada! ‘

I am not a racist and I have more black
friends than any one of my accusers, but nei-
ther will I be a puppet of the communist
backed African National Congress! o

And I'm in favor of freedom for all people |
everywhere, and may God speed the day
apartheid will end in South Africa.
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ﬁeﬂmnsoftbeaeethatuaveﬂanted.nyempequ
gwl have bled! I should have known that such fruit would

sprung, from such a seed!
M — Lord Byron

Hmdslght is always better than foresight; and the price of
‘experience is often very costly! Lord Byron must have written
out of personal experience, in order to drive home such a
powedul message in so few words.

The poem is both a lament, a sigh of regret and a confession
‘of a reckless, foolish and willful act.

It is also more than that; it is an admomuon and warning to
others who might make the same mistake.

Byron makes a lot of sense; too bad he couldn't have ﬁg

ﬂ to Sigmund Freud before the latter put together
“psycho-analysis” package and before he got hooked
on the merits of cocaine-use among professionals and others.

Whiners blame other people

Possibly then, we wouldn't toda mg have an entire generation
blaming other people for their problems, which in many cases
are self-inflicted.

It's so easy to blame it on George or
not my brother or my sister, but it's me, O
in the need of prayer.”

“The buck stops here”, stated President Harry Truman.
~ Lord Byron’s choice of words is so notable: “The thorns of
the tree which I have planted, have reaped me!”

He takes full responsibility for his own actions. And the
reap him, he does not reap the thorns, although we

Hx

, when in fact, “it's
that’s standin’

ofl.en say, “you’ll reap what you sow!”
But Byron brings home even more powerfully — “And I
have bled” — that the results of your wrong doings will follow

you, track you down and punish you.
 There is an old saying, “You ve made your bed; now you
must sleepmlL"

Promiscuity brings punishment -
P you don't believe it, ask the homosexual whofrequenhﬂ
-gay bars and is now dying with AIDS the promuc

‘swinger who “slept around” and now has enital
teenaga'whohastnsellher tosa thecravingmher
veins and the demands of an *

JohnEvanscelebratedhxslosthBirthdnyatewweeksago,
receiving hundreds of congratulatory greetings — among
themonesigned beth R.

When interviewed on BBC Television as to the secret of his
Xongevl the Welshman stated: “I never drank alcbhol or
ed — and I don't swear!” His mind was clear as a well,
impeccable and his manner polite.
ltriedtoanalysethewughtothiswords,lsuddenly
the greatness of his philosoph;
Whenlwuamga',nmmnwunoke'ums.
smoked. Only prudes and
¢ ﬂln'ﬁﬂhdldn'tmoulmnﬁmmx
confess mtmﬂnmanﬁﬂeﬁrme
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Things have certainly changed in the past three decades.
Now, if you are a smoker, people shun you; you're considered
an air polluter asafety hazard and a poor insurance risk!

And if you continue smoking, the odds are good that the

“local undertaker will have your name on his files before long.

It’s sad, but Byron warned us — didn’t he? “I should have

htmthatsuchfrwtwouldhave fromsuchaseed.”
% g is a scourge in our Eventhoughitstill
socially, the cost to our society is .
WQ way deaths through alcohol-rela
delm. nllllonhsi%hf doyllars spent on welfare due to
marriages, as well as the poor job performance of
P hat about 3
t about swearing? .
lttookmeawhﬂetoﬁgureoutthatoneWhydopeﬁ
swear? Some swear because they have a poor voca
use oaths as a mlmom&mmmkthey‘mt:mcroor -it if
they swear, and it gives them a sense of authority
e!ﬁ%ost people hosever, swear because they are frustrated, -
lous or bitter.
“ﬂ’a fl‘l’these contribute to ulcers; heart trouble, insomnia,
1 blood pressure and death.
lly, that ancient Jew, Saul of Tarsus gave uwm}w‘
ahce in the New Testament: “Be not deceived, God ”
‘mocked; whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.
seems to me that Evans, Byron and St. Paulmuthave
eirgoodadvxce from the same source. e 4

Sun

L Dmon7 oA

Sz prempit 7, 6




y visit with President Daniel Arop Moi of Kenya
M two weeks ago, was nothing short of a miracle.
In recent months, the deteriorating situation in

South Africa has given me much concern as have the years of
goverty, tyranny and bloodshed in other African states.

We have the unjust rule of Pretoria’s white racist regime
and violent reaction of the communist-backed African Na-
tional Congress. With the Cubans ruling the puppet states of
Angola and Mozambique, it's no wonder South Africa is wor-
ried. But I feel better after meeting Moi.

The man who has spent 31 years in parliament, and has been
Kenya's second president since 1978, did not disappoint me.

It seemed I'd be unable to mee t him due to his-campaigning
schedule. Yet I needed to pray with the president of Kenya.

As I prayed about the matter, it came to my attention that
one of the young ladies singing in the famous Jericho choir
was a daughter of President Moi's personal manager. Within a
few hours, the meeting was arranged for 5 p.m. Monday — a
virtual miracle when you consider that Moi had been away

J%om Nairobi for 10 days and was returning to the palace

ly one hour before our meeting.

Moi is one of the most gracious, God-fearing and wise men
in Africa. Leaders across the continent seek his advice. Heads
of State from Tanzania, Somalia, Sudan, Zaire and Rwanda
listen to Africa’s foremost progressive leader.

Recently, President Museveni from Uganda met with Moi
and discussed the new lease on life given that ravaged nation.
Moi is very optimistic about Museveni’s chances of succeed-
ing and is doing all he can to felp. Even though he is opposed
to communism, he still seeks to counsel the Ethiopian marxist -
dictators, who have bungled the economy of that country.

Moi said he had counselled Anglican ieader Tutu to look at
Kenya as a model for South Africa. East Indians and Blacks
get along in perfect harmony as Kenyans; so Whites, Blacks, -
Coloreds and Asians must love each other and work together
in South Africa, sharing power together.

Moi said that there are faults on both sides: “The whites are

#rightened of a black takeover because of what has happened
in other African states.”

Even though the African continent is in real turmoil, Moi is
still optimistic. ; g

When I asked if he was interested in becoming the next
General Secretary of the United Nationshe said: “I love my
country — Kenya needs me and I want to help Africa.”

In my opinion, Mo would bring godly conduct, balance and
sanity to a left-leaning, American-bashing and morally bank-
rupt U.N. Moi quoted St.Paul, Solomon and Moses, as he con-
demned graft, corruption and hatred as sins that have to be
expunged from Africa and the world if God’s blessings are to
come. He is on a crusade to bring honesty, love and productiv-
ity to Kenya — and it’s working. That's why other African
leaders stand in line to see him. 5

’,,Moi gave his personal testimony: “I received Jesus Christ
“as my personal Savior in Feb. 1934 and was baptized on Oct.20,
11936 — and that has given me the strength to govern pro-
perly,” he said. “Any good I have done. I attribute to Christ *




Are religious experiences only-for weak-minded people? Is |

reading the Bible and praying really a waste of time? And is
God only a convenient crutch for failures?

- Some people refer to devout Christians as “dupes” who have

been brain-washed by the church or “hood-winked by preach-
ers.” Others feel it is a sign of weakness to express one’s faith
in Jesus Christ and trust in God. They call the Christian
experience “a crutch.” 4

Still others say, “My religion is a private matter — I don’t
discuss my faith publicly.” :

Which reminds me of an ancient legend told among the
American Cheyenne Indians, who lived in an isolated village
on the edge of a forest. It was routine practice for the adults to
sneak out of the village, one by one, and follow a path through
the forest, to a little silvery stream. -

. Making sure no one was watching they wotld®walk over the
stream on a little log, made smooth by many moccasins, peer
- into the water at their own reflection, and begin to talk to the

stream, pouring out their in-
nermost feelings. Doing this
made them feel good.

Although all the adults
made the secret pilgrimage
regularly, no one told anyone
about it; however everyone
knew that they all did it.

One day, two children from
the village found the path-
way and the little stream.

Walking out on the log, they
saw their reflection on the
‘water and found themselves
talking to the stream; and it
made them feel very good
also. 3

Full of joy at this new ex-
perience, they rushed back to
the village to tell the adults
what had happened. But the
adults were offended and felt
threatened. They picked up
stoned and chased the chil-
dren out of the village.

The moral of the legend,
according to the Cheyenne, is
that everyone needs to talk to
someone . .. but since it is a
sign of weakness to tell
someone your innermost
feelings, you dare not let any-
one know.

We were created with a
desire to talk and relate to
others our deep hurts, desires
and problems — but with
whom can we discuss them?

Our fellow human beings
are as weak as we, with as

~ many hang-ups and‘troubles

as ourselves.

In the Indian legend, the
Cheyenne saw their reflec-
tion moving in the water and
thought it was supernatural
being — and poured out their
heart ina form of prayer.

But ‘because they were a

very proud tribe, they
wouldﬁt admit it publicly,
much like us today.

help from professiondl counsellors or psychiatrists.

We do not pray to the water, sun, moon or stones; but to the
living God who made us, as well as those objects.

And praise be to our Heavenly Father, who hears and
answerg our prayers when we approach him in the name
of His Son, Jesus Christ. ; e

ecently a survey was done across the USA to ascertain
wlg peopl}; tum\t'o},, when in a crisis. Not surprisingly,
majority sought counsel, solace amd help from their persc
E& relatives, neighbors and minister. Very fgw received

e eff
think that tells us something; it is far more effectis 1
to talk tb‘s%l:leone who knows you well and who cares about

i a professional who is a stranger. - ‘
yogollnie,:ggn';%rg medical doctors are realizing that va-|

jum i ey believed it was a few years
g‘glg‘ar]:i &oatt t;;he?)plieers!" ;ggbgn?s are often spir.itually relabeq. |
One doctor, when asked by his hospital patients fgr sleep;xllng‘l
pills, quietly asks, “why don’t you read the Bible and pray,
then just relax?”
“Invariably they will

says the wise doctor.
; 1 stimulant as well as a great re-

Prayer is a powerfu s e
nding on the need. Prayer is a two-way Sr¢
gixt?ln&d;plledng tgo God and Him talking back to us, giving

assurance, peace and joy.
If faith in God and prayer is a crutch, them
Jet me have two.

fall asleep without needing the pills,”

please Lordu
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“I have been driven many times to my knees by the
overwhelming conviction that I had nowhere else to

go.
— Abraham Lincoln

A well-known slogan used by the Knights of Co-
lumbus states, “More things are wrought by prayer
than this world dreams of.”

Prayer is the language of the soul, reaching out to
God in communion, fellowship and supplication, some-
times in thanksgiving and praise, but more often asking
for help.

Jesus Christ’s invitation is to us all, “Come unto me
all that are weary .a;nd burdened and I will give you
rest.”

Jesus also said, “Ask and it shall be given you; seek
and you shall find; knock and it shall be opened unto
you.”

According to a recent Edmonton Sun story, the dis-
tress lines in our city are swamped with cries for help,
and will probably get busier this fall.

In the first six months of this year, calls to the AID
services of Edmonton jumped 29 per cent over the same
period in 1985, said executive director Fran Smith.

More than 4,000 calls were received in the months of
June and July, traditionally the quietest.

More people seeking help

There is no doubt that more and more needy, frus-
trated and concerned people are desperately seeking
help over such things as marital breakups, alcohol- and
drug-related problems and depression and frustration
over economic troubles.

When a father can’t get a job to feed his family,
educate his children and keep himself busy, it gets him
down. Then the frustration settles into other members
of the family, nerves become frayed, tempers explode
and fights errupt, And in too many cases recently, sui-
cide and murder have been the finale.

And that is really sad, because I know, if someone
could have gotten to them soon enough, a solution would
have been found.

I have been deeply concerned recently about the de-
teriorating economic situation in our province and the
tragic increase in murder/suicides.

We must get the message out that there is a better
way.

Nothing is so bad that it cannot be resolved. Nothing!
Nothing! Nothing!

There is always an answer, a solution, if only we
have patience, talk to the right people, take time to read
God’s promises to us in the Bible and pray.

I encourage everyone to begin going to church soon
and to make it a regular habit. Take the entire family to
Sunday school and church, where you will find solace
and peace.

The sun is always shining

If you are discouraged or frustrated—do not give up.
Behind every cloud, the sun is always shining, and time
is a great healer.

Everything looks worse than it really is, especially
when bad news arrives. But after a good cry and a talk
with loved ones, friends and perhaps a clergyman, it is
surprising how things improve.

In more than 23 years of counselling people from all
walks of life on every continent of the world, let me say
that no situation is hopeless and most cases are salvage-

" able with patience, love and a desire to make things

work.

If you don’t have a church, look in the Yellow Pages
of the phone drectory.

Like Abrahan Lincoln, I too have been driven to my
knees many times because there was literally nowhere
else to turn ... and God has heard and answered my
prayers.

Don’t be ashamed or afraid to pray. Remember that-
God loves you and wants to help.

Please let Him.

(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral)
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Pat Robertson is making some people in both the Republi-
can and Democratic parties in the United States nervous, and
left-lib columnists like Allan Fotheringham sweat.

~i'he Washington-based Canadian newsman recently stated
that most media people laugh at Robertson’s chances of being
elected president.

Fotheringham believes Robertson will splinter the Repub-
lican right-wing, much the same as Jessie Jackson did the
Democrats in 1984.

Will the evangelicals eventually take over the world and
usher in the return of Christ, as Robertson preaches? Is it
realistic to believe that in this secular age, with millions
bowing to the gods of materialism, sex and humanism, a
Bible-believing charismatic evangelical could ascend to the
White House?

One wonders, after checking the record of politico-religious
leaders, if it is wise to elect a preacher for president.

Just a glance at the prophet Mohammed and his clone,

_ &yatollah Khomeini, and we know it can be a dangerous
tombination.

Nationalism, religion and politics

One has to admire Mohammed’s military genius. Much like
Adolf Hitler, he wove nationalism with his own brand of reli-
gion into politics, and drove the message home in emotional
rallies, exploiting the masses to strengthen his power base.

The shepherd leading the sheep, then driving them and
finally fleecing them for his own gain.

Almost identical has been the pattern of the atheistic lead-
ers of Russia, Cuba and Nicaragua, as well as dictators of
the right, such as Mussolini and Franco.

The exploits of numerous popes through the centuries
— especially during the Middle Ages — reflects the same
hunger for power.

Lutheran state churches were also dictatorial and uncom-
__-omising when they assumed absolute power. .

And many are beginning to fear the political power of
conservative, evangelical Christianity in the U.S.A.

There is no record of Peter, James or John of the first

pentecostal church in Jerusalem persecuting anyone, al-
though they certainly disciplined those who strayed.

Religious leaders, including St. Paul, imprisoned and put to
death many first-century Christians. But after his conversion,
he was filled with the Holy Spirit and led thousands into the
born-again pentecostal experience.

As a Jewish rabbi, he had put many to death; but as a
pentecostal preacher, Paul constantly prayed for his enemies,
and admonished his followers to do the same.

And even when the church became so powerful that it
mted the Roman empire, they still conquered only ﬂnmgh’

‘Not until Christianity became the "staite?e’ii%iﬁx;h d;d perse- |

~#_ution begin against purists by the ‘corrupted ¢

And the cycle continues today, with history repeating itself
— the powerful dominating the weak, the rich taking advan-
tage of the poor, the fanatic terrorizing the docile.

1 do not believe Robertson will become the next pres-
ident of the U.S.A., even though he has the background
(his father was a congressman), education (a law degree
from Yale) and leadership ability (built a TV network from
scratch).

With the backing of TV evangelists Oral Roberts and
Jimmy Swaggart and the neutraliziang of Jerry Falwell, Ro-
bertson is well on is way to capturing the large ‘Christian

»
vote. -

Less effective than Ronnie

1 believe, however, if he does become president, he will be

—jess effective than Ronald Reagan in implementing conserva-

tive policies — every liberal would be on his back, screaming
‘religious bias.’ = ;

I have no problem believing in Robertson’s ability and fair-
ness, but to believe we can legislate righteousness and totally
change the world before Christ returnsis a pipedream. -

Christ spoke of evil, deception and ‘persecution against his
followers’ increasing, in the last days.

All we are commanded to do is preach the gospel, and
leave the rest to God. :

I am thankful for the degree of freedom and prestige
evangelicals have gained since the Reformation, and the good
they have done. ] %

But for the church to involve itself in full-scale politi-
cal adventure, is out-of bounds, and that is where 1 disagree
with South Africa’s Archbishop Desmond Tutu.

- Personally, I think Robertson can do more good preaching

the gospel, praying for the sick and helping the poor, than he
. would in the Oval Office. 3 :
- (Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral)
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Compassion heals the wounds

There are a lot of hurting people . .. unemployed, dis-
couraged, lonely, suicidal, angry and confused people.

Only those who have gone through a traumatic expe-
rience can identify with others who are hurting, unless
gifted with compassion.

Compassion is more than sympathy; it is feeling tke
pain, sharing the burden and reaching out to do some-
thing about the situation.

Compassion is finding an answer, bringing about a so-
lution and easing the hurt.

Compassion brings a healing and a cure.

Many reasons for the hurt

People are hurting because of many and varied rea-
sons — spiritual, psychological, economic, social and
domestic.

There seems to be so much strife, inequality, resent-
ment, fear and frustration everywhere. Trouble is where
you find it, however, and if you're looking for it, it's not
difficult to make contact.

. Many Albertans have been hurting lately with chronic
unemployment, low prices for cattle, oil and grain, re-
sulting in numerous bankruptcies.

And the government didn't seem to notice. It was too
busy brushing off criticisms to care ... until it got

———
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slapped with a protest vote that cost them seats in the
Legislature.

Former MLA Carl Schwynder made uncomplimentary
comments regarding the Food Bank and those who used
it. He hurt and angered many people who had already
been embarrassed by their lack of jobs and the putdown
of going to a free food store for handouts.

Now he himself is without a Legislature seat.

It’s easy for those who have well-paid jobs and secure,
comfortable positions to say no one else is suffering. But
the wise old Indian chief said, “Don’t criticize your neigh-
bor until you've walked 10 miles in his mocassins.”

. Then the shoe is on the other foot, and sometimes it
urts.

Then there are the lonely people who are afraid to trust
anyone again since they have already been hurt. Once
bitten, twice shy! So they refuse to open their hearts to

anyone for fear of rejection, competition or simply being
hurt again. ;

And the sick and diseased are also hurting.

Many feel like social outcasts — especially those af-
fected with mental problems, cancer or AIDS. They need
our support, comfort and help through the difficult hours,
days and months that lie ahead.

The same goes for those who have been widowed or
divorced.

Healing for the bruised

And there is healing for the bruised, sorrowing and sick
— healing through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Some fear the past, hoping the skeletons will stay hid-
den; others fear the present with its fast-moving, ever- .
changing complexities.

Then there are those who fear the future, old age and
death. .

An old gospel song, however, brings re-assurance:
“Burdens are lifted at Calvary; so take your burdens to
the Lord and leave them there!”

Jesus Christ said, “Come unto me all ye that labor and
are heavy laden and I will give you rest!” (Matt. 11:28).

Drop that heavy load, friend, and let Christ carry it for
you. He's a lot stronger than all of us!




SAO PAULO, Brazil — This city’s 25,000 seat Ibirapuera
Stadium was a beehive of activity last week as South
America’s Pentecostal leaders convened for their first united
conference.

They came from 10 countries to be refreshed, challenged
and edified in the most holy faith of Jesus Christ, and they
were not disappointed.

The spirit of God ministered to their spiritual, psychologi-
cal and physical needs — through preaching, prayers and
praise — in five daily services. . :
World's leading preachers

I had the privilege of working with some of the world’s
leading preachers — Hidekazu Takayama of Japan, Geziel
Gomes of Brazil, Carlos Anacondia of Argentina, Thomas
Zimmerman and Morris Cerullo of the United States and
Costa Deir of Israel, as well as the presidentof South
America’s 20-million member Pentecostal federation, Man-
uel Ferreira.

Pentecostals stress the necessity of the power, presence
and dynamics of the Holy Spirit in the church, as well as in the
personal lives of their members.

Returning to the original formula prescribed by Jesus
Christ is giving the Pentecostals a distinct advantage over
other denominations as they grow steadily worldwide and by
leaps and bounds in Latin America. :

A recent Newsweek article reported their astronomical
growth — 400 conversions per hour, around the clock.

The headline read The Protestant push — Latin America
turning from Cardinal red to Protestant black.

The Pentecostals believe and practise their faith in much
the same whole hearted way as “the early church” of Peter,
James and John and men of faith such as Augustine, Magnus
Patricus (St. Patrick), Martin Luther and John Wesley.

‘Keeping the flame of the spirit, was the theme of the
Sao Paulo conference.

These modern Pentecostals don’t want to lose their cutting
edge like so many denominations before them. That is why
they love, worship and reverence the ‘blessed Holy Spirit.’

They are now in the third generation since the sover-
eign outpouring of the Holy Spirit, at the turn of the century,
and they are vitally concerned.

History proves that every denomination born in revival
fires since AD 29 has begun to slacken, get lukewarm and

- become institutionalized in the third generation. 2 ’

Martin Luther wouldn’t recognize the church that carries

his name today, and John Wesley would undoubtedly dissolve
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tl;;: United Church of Canada at its next conference, were he
alive.

And if Jesus Christ afpeared in person, with eyes like
flames of fire, we would all fall before Him saying, “I
am nothing; my righteousness is like filthy rags; help me,
forgive me and cleanse me.”

Oh, how we need the burning, cleansing flame of the
Holy Spirit in our lives, burning away the dross, healing
the hurts and helping us press forward in greater endeavors.

We need the Fire and Power of God in order to function
properly . .. and both are available to the church..

About 80 per cent of Brazil's population practises what is
called synchronism, a mixture of Catholicism, spiritism and
voodoeo.

Although the Evangelicals are mushrooming (10 per cent of
the population), the spiritists are growing even more quickly
and communism is challenging, with three parties. And liber-
ation theology is dividing the Roman Catholic church, and
confusing the people.

This deceptive teaching does not bring liberty, but rather
Marxist slavery, and is not theology — the doctrine of God,
but rather atheistic ideology.

Marx instead of God

Liberation theology does not teach God’s love, but rather
Marxist hatred. .
Defying the strict commands of Pope John Paul II, thou-
sands of young priests have embraced Marxism and are push-
ing for social change. :
The gospel of Jesus Christ is the only hope Brazil has
because the power of the
Bible is stronger than the
force of demons; occultism
and communism. And the
flame of the Holy Spirit will
drive away the darkness.
(Max Solbrekken is pastor of
Faith Cathedral)



Comedian Woody Allen doesn’t think death is funny at all.
In fact, it depresses him.

When asked, “Aren’t you happy you will achieve immortal-
ity through your achievements?” Allen gloomily replied,
“Who cares about achieving immortality through achieve-
:lngnts? I am interested in achieving immortality through not

y1ng.”

Many people who think life is a big party — and prepar-
ing for eternity only a joke — start seeing things in a
different light when the grim reaper draws nearer.

It is no wonder the prospect of dying bothers a lot of
people, since so few have prepared spiritually to meet their

maker.
‘Prepar meet thy God’

Prophet Amos shook his countrymen with the solemn
words: “Prepare to meet thy God.” Isaiah commanded of
King Hezekiah, “Set thine house in order, for thou shalt die and
not live.”

Strong words, indeed.

And why not, when death is sure and judgment certain.

The sad truth is, millions die unprepared. And many have no
inkling of where they are going when they die.

Some have enough business sense to leave a will, to look
after their loved ones — but neglect to secure eternal life for
themselves. :

Woody Allen is not alone when it comes to being frustrated
by death. In his book The Life Everlasting, John Baille says:
“It is not really the shortness of life that saddens and offends
us; it is its temporality — not that it ends so soon, but
that it ends at all; and still more deeply the fact that, even
while it lasts, it is made up of nothing but endings of meetings
and partings, of memories and longings, and one thing after
another.”

What really is life?

St. James compares life to “a vapor that appears for a
little time and then vanishes away.” And King David refers
‘to life as “a sleep” in the night and “the grass of the field,
which today is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven.”

Last week, my 29-year-old nephew Mark of Lloydminster,
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was flying his little plane, when he ran into a snowstorm; he
and his buddy never made it back alive.

At best, life is uncertain.

One look in the face of a friend or loved one lying in
a casket brings the reality closer home.

For the Christian, the fear is gone, and all that remains is
the knowledge that death moves us to a higher dimension, to
be with God. :

We know there is a final battle with the enemy called
“death,” but we will triumph because Jesus has won the
victory for us.

And although the pain of leaving loved ones is always
deep, we have the assurance that we shall be reunited in
God’s presence.

Time is life’s training camp, the battlefield with the devil,

Sun:
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its home

the world and the flesh; and our great opportunity to win.

An old poem puts it all in perspective: “Only one life,

it will soon be past. Only what’s done for Christ will last.”
Boy ready to die

Sometime ago, a little boy was rushed to the hospital and
everyday his mother and father visited him, but he grew
worse.

One day, the doctor confided in his father — there was no
hope; his son would soon die. “Have you told him?” asked the
father. “No,” responded the doctor. “I noticed how close you
are to your son, so I thought it best for you to tell him.”

Little Jimmy noticed the tears trickling down his Daddy’s
cheek as he entered the room. “What’s the matter Daddy?” he
asked. “Am I going to die?” .

“Why do you ask, Jimmy?” answered his father. “Are
you afraid to die?”

Holding his Dad tightly around the neck, he replied, “No
Daddy, I'm not afraid to die; if God is like you, Daddy, then I'm
not afraid to die.”

No wonder the Bible states, “Precious in the sight of
the Lord is the death of his saints.”

(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral)
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- Recently, the “abortion
war” has heated up, with
some Alberta doctors refus-
ing to do abortions at normal
fees And you can’t blame
them.
Their argument no doubt
runs along these lines: “If I'm
going to do an unpleasant job,

be hassled by ‘pro-life picketers’ and live thh a gmlty:

conscience the rest of my life, I ought tobe well paid!”

And don’t think that doctors who do abortions esca
guilt. It catches up with them, sooner or later. That may
one of the reasons there has been an increase of drug addiction
and alcoholism among medics in recent years.

Stop and think: How would it affect you, workmg atia
hospital that was built to save lives, knowing that in another
wing, doctors were destroying little babies before they could
be born? And what if you were that doctor?

" Guilt-ridden medics

There is no doubt, in my mind, that the harvest of “guilt-rid-
den doctors and nurses’ working as fetus exterminators will
keep psychiatrists, clergymen and psychologists busy. And
please remember, Dr.Morgentaler is an atheist, with a seared
conscience, so he may not have too much guilt.

In my opinion, the real reason doctors are refusing to do
abortions is deeper than the financial aspect. They are looking
for a way out, and the “extra billing dispute” gives them that
opportunity.

Lets look at some realities. The hxgh ethical standards of
the medical profession demand that doctors save life rather
than extinguish it; the Holy Bible and the church condemn
abortion as the equivalent of murder; common sense dictates
it is more humane to protect a mother and her unborn child
than to harm them.

When Mother Theresa was honored at tlle United Na-
tions for her life-long work among the poor, she labelled
abortion a greater threat to world peace than the bomb.

This great humanitarian stated, “We are afraid of the
nuclear threat because it touches us, but abortion is the
greatest. destroyer of peace, of the unprotected.”

Compared with slavery and holocaust

President Reagan contends that abortion is worse than the
brutal “slavery” of blacks in past generations.

Many leading men and women of philosophy, science, medi-
cine and religion have called the killing of defenceless unborn
babies a “holocaust.” 2

Speaking in the House of Commons in 1974, MP Don Mazan-
kowski said, “I see the incredible increase in the incidence of
‘abortion approaching a 30-per-cent increase on an annual
basis. And to think that in this chamber we have a number
of so-called progressive-minded people who promote the con-
cept of free abortion on demand.

“This is a philosophy which contravenes all the laws of na-
ture and God. The deliberate destruction of human life
thy;qngh abortion is without foundation in human reason.

destruction of human life for selfish motives is con-
to the laws of God and man. y .
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~ “Furthermore, the govern-
- ment must take firm and im-
~ mediate action to stop the
merciless acts which mas-
querade under the guise of
* therapuetic abortion . .. I be-
lieve, Mr. Speaker, that we
have reached a ... time
- where we will soon have to
makea choice, and that choice is clear.

“It is whether we shall stand and fight for a plnloso-
phy of life, or whether we shall stand idly by and sur-
render to a philosophy of death.”

I would urge Mazankowski to check the statistics ioday.
and then carry through with his intentions of 12 years ago,

'becausehfelsshllasprecloustodayasnwasthen.

(Max Solbrekken is pastor of Faith Cathedral)
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%PraiSe the Lord
for normal TV

I've got some good news for TV talk-show fans: there isan -

alternative to Phil Donahue and his usual cast of far-out
guests with weird lifestyles.

. And Donahue’s overbearing perél'mality. ¥
=" There’s refreshing Sally Rafael with her wholesome ap-
proach to life and her “normal” guests. o
~ Ihappened to catch her on TV last week talking about disa-
bled children and their parents.
The guests were caring parents who opened their lives to
the public in order help others. :
There was none of the Donahue “get-all-the-publicity-you-
can” hype! One of the guests was a young black woman named
~ Teresa Lang who had carried her brain-dead baby to full

term. She trusted God to bring something good out of it and He
did whe by Lorna’s heart was given to a 13-week-old-baby
witha al heart defect.

Teresa yord “abortion” wasn't even in her vocabu-

! n't intimate that she was less than smart, or
stupid, antiquated, not-with-it or old-fashioned.
"~ She wasn't ridiculed or mocked by an arrogant talk show
host with a studio full of militant lesbians or gays.

The studio crowd was impressive; mainly young people
asking pertinent questions about the trials and benefits of
parenting disabled children.

Anne and Brad Burdge commented on the birth of their
disabled baby, Ricky, and the shock of learning that he was
not normal. They talked about the looks on the faces of the
medics and nurses in the delivery room; the awful frustration
and bitterness that followed .. . as well as the love and growth
they experienced because of the disabled baby.

Kathleen Meives was 34 and didn’t expect to give birth to a
Downs Syndrome baby. It was a real shock to her and husband
Richard. This young couple told of the usual stages a person
goes through when the bad news finally hits home, how they
blamed the doctors, the health care system, each other’s rela-
tives, themselves and even God.

=~ They also told how they finally came to grips with the

“Teality of the situation and received help from parents, church
and each other. : =3 > camp—

“My Dad threw his arms around me and said, ‘Everything
will work out,” said Richard. “It was the first time he had
done that because we are not a huggy-type of family. It has
brought us closer.” g . :

Sally Raefel ended her most interesting show by saying
“You are particularly special people, because of the particu-
larly special births of your children.” z

Recently, I have seen a dangerous trend developing among
talk-show hosts and their guests who seem to glorify divorce,
belittle marriages of long standing and put faith in psychics.

1 used to enjoy Donahue’s show until he began to major in

outrageous, extreme and weird off-the-wall guests and sub-

jects. Rafael deals in bread-and-butter issues t inf

~ average North American . .. And I like that bec'aus’i itsaser-
S

 wice to people rather than a time consumer!

‘-“
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Tomorrow we celebrate the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, the

"« Tewish Messiah and the Son of God.
# - That’s what makes Christmas special! Its message is elec-

trifying, its supernatural dimension awesome and its dy-
namic affect upon society historic!

The fulfillment of the ancient prophecies, the message of
Gabriel — the archangel — to Mary and Joseph, the wise
men’s “guiding star,” the angelic visit to Judean shepherds
and God’s revelation of Jesus’ identity to Simeon in the Tem-
ple underscore the significance of this great event.

I thank God for Christmas and the impact of its mes-
sage on our lives; spiritually, morally and socially!

Christmas will always be special and exciting. A time

«fe~ family and friends. A time for loving, sharing and relaxing.
And a time for giving and receiving.

Every Christmas is basically the same. Scriptures outlining
the Saviour’s birth are read in our churches, sermons are
preached and carols are
sung. Bible texts are featured
in newspapers, sacred music
played over radios and
Christmas cards exchanged
by the millions.

Highlighted through it all,
are the hopeful words of the
angels to the lowly shep-
herds, that first Christmas
morning.

,_.“Fear not: for behold I

bring you good tidings of

great joy, which shall be to
all people. For unto you is

,; born this day in the city of

Christ the Lord.

_ “Glory to God in the high-

'est,andonearthpeace,good—ki.;uz (o~ )

will toward men.” |
Mmisaﬁmwd'u-{

pel fear, by sharing the Gos-

David a Saviour, which isl

MAX'
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pel in word and deed — helping lift someone’s heavy load
— and pointing them to the Saviour who will grant for-
giveness, peace and joy! ;

The story of Christmas says that someday there will be
peace on earth and goodwill among men because of God’s
great gift and Christ’s sacrifice for us. ;

In my opinion, Jim Wolf’s poem ‘The True Story of Christ-
mas’ says it all!

“It happened on a silent night

Two thousand years ago;

God sent to us His only son

Because He loved us so.

“While angels watched from up above,
The blessed babe was born,

And laid into a manger :

On that first real Christmas morn.
“The shepherds came to worship Him
The eastern wise men, too,

To celebrate His holy birth

As now all Christians do.

“The greatest story ever told

Is not of shopping malls;

It’s how God'’s Son was born on earth
Tolove and save us all.”

Have a safe, peaceful and contagiously joyous Christmas!




Hey drunk! Get off the road.

As a clergyman, I'm thankful for the moral leadership The Edmonton Sun is showing in its

anti-drunk-driving crusade. Undoubtedly, these efforts are helping to save lives during the

festive season . . . and that’s worth everything.

Indirectly, this well-organized campaign is helping fulfil the angelic proclamation “Glory

to God, peace on earth, goodwill toward men.”

We usually think of “peace” as the absence
of war, but there is a lot more to it. Nothing is
as rtant to our well-being as “peace of
mind.” And drunk drivers shatter that peace
ggl destroying lives, property and relation-

ips. Filled with the “devil’s brew,” intoxi-
cated fools endanger loved ones and friends
as well as strangers, because under the influ-
ence of mind-altering booze, they are not in
control of their faculties.

Laws too lenient
Canadian laws are much too lenient with
ho maim and kill. Our bleed-
ing-heart politicians wouldn't think of of-
fending the millions of drinkers in Canada
. ight cost them some votes.

in Australia, names of drunk drivers
are sent to local newspapers and printed
under the heading “He’s drunk and in jail.” In
Malaya, drunk drivers are jailed; if they are
married, their wives are also jailed. In the
United Kingdom, Finland and Sweden, there
is an automatic jail sentence of one year. In
South Africa, drunk drivers get a 10-year
“prison term, a $10,000 fine or both. And in El
Salvador, the first offence of driving while
drunk is the last — death by firing squad
is the sentence.

I applaud the Sun for its highly-moralistic,

life-saving campaign against this awful

SOLBREKKEN
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slaughter on our highways. It should receive
the 1986 award for “Humanitarianism, high

“morals and balanced editorials.” The “little

paper that grew” has become a moral leader
in the eyes of a lot of Edmontonians in
these areas. I commend the Sun’s editorial
staff for taking an independent and often
misunderstood position in order to make the

facts known.

To highly principled and devoutly reli-
gious people, that seems like a paradox be-
cause of the scantily-clad SUNshine Girls
that dominate Page 3. And I'm certainly not
endorsing nudity in any form.

But like the old saying “beauty is only skin
deep,” let us not allow the SUNshine Girl to
throw us off-track! There is much more to
The Edmonton Sun than that one picture.
This newspaper has developed into a well-
balanced, conservative voice and is taking
the initiative in much more than getting
rid of filthy, smudging ink. The-Sumis an
well-informed newspaper with a positive at-
titude; I should know after 23 years of world

tims in Africa, the Edmonton Food Bank and

Earth, goodwill toward men.” Alcohol brir
anything but goodwill! When you witness the
on abortion, capital punishment, child abuse, ~ accidents, fires, violent deaths, broken mar-
AIDS, South Africa and Marxist aggression. raiges, ruined careers and failed businesses
: attributed to alcohol, you'll agree that drink-

The “little paper that grew” also showed  ingisn’t all that great.
leadership in raising money for famine vic- :

travel, reading everything I can lay my
hands on. Compare editorials and columns

{
In my opinion, drunks should not only stay

off the road,they should get some help and

stop drinking altogether. d Lol 7|

+  And there is help, through Christ; by coun-

Christmas Bureau ... and now, the life-sav-

ing “W' cam-
paign. g was perfect; just before

Christmas, when boozers use this blessed selling, prayer, friendship and your own will-

event to imbibe indiscriminantly. power. And God gets the glory when our lives

No goodwill with booze are Changes
(Max Solbrekken is paster of
The angelic message spoke of “Peace on Faith Cathedral)



a flawless rescue

Bauer, a member of Fntth Ca \

with me some details the medla
miracle behind the miracle.

~ He was involved in an ac-
“ident on a construction site
in 1978, falling 35 feet and
hreaking both legs. He had

: su!fered excruciating pains

er since.
On Jan. 6, 1986, Jack re-
ceived prayer in our Wednes-
day Miracle service and was

healed. i
‘God hgal% me
“If God hadn’t me, I

wouldn’t have been able to

bring Marlene to safety,”

said Bauer. “My left heel was 1

crushed and my right ankle

en in two hces during

e accident and I had to

wear a brace.

“After pra{er, my feet
were so good befnn taking
the kids for walks. I believe it
was God who prompted the
boys and I to walk toward the
river that evening at the
exact time Marlene was
struggling for her life.

‘““Hearing her cries,I ran
down a steep 50-foot bank,
tore a 20-foot tree out of the
ground by the roots — with
no effort. I must have tapped

to God’s strength. I could

have done it by myself.

“] kept talking to Marlene,
asking her to hold on just a
little longer, as I edged my
way toward her. Lying on m
stomach on the mell
crawled most of the 50
metres to the open water,
pushing the tree.

“A,x':d I prayed, ‘Jesus help

“She was so cold and tired
I knew if she grabbed for the
tree and missed the current
would carry her under the
ice. I told ‘

~ When they reached solid ice, Bauer picked up the
03 ‘t.eenagcr and ran up the steep ine to a neigh-

Mw

“I am so I was able to rescue Marlene use
love kids and I also enjof skatiu’g ‘'with mine, someth
1 hadn’t been able to do »

Marlene's father, Norman, declared: “If he hadn’ t been
thue.thatwou]d:havebeenit— would have gone.”

Bauer also credits his St. John’s Ambulance training for

him cool. Like a true hero, he takes no honor for
himse! andfeelshedidn’t do anythingspeci

“God master-minded th; entire

1ax Solbre} prlash!
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The memory of the Peerless Lake tragedy will never die, especially for the Netawastenum
i zamily. They lost three children March 11 — William, Elisa and Raymond — when they

got involved in a drinking party that included copier fluid. =

About a month ago, another son, Simon, was injured at a party and ended up in an Edmonton
hospital. A family member contacted us to pray fervently for God’s intervention, but
Simon did not recover.

Last week, I received an urgent call: “Come to Peerless Lake. We need you to conduct a
gospel rally.”

wglfenv-wg arrived, the building was filled to capacity with people needing assurance, comfort

and a challenge to pick up the pieces and press forward.

Our gospel team moved into action —
Wally, Jeanette and Gloria sang with great
‘feeling, while Peter’s steel guitar never
W a beat, and John praised the Lord for
reeing him from alcohol and drugs and
healing his drunken father.

My message was titled “Exposing the
Devil’s Lies.” I stressed that Satan is ulti-
mately to blame for all the evil in this
world; he’s the architeet of sin, disease, ca-
lamity and destruction.

‘Old Slewfoot’

The devil’s signature is on drunkeness,
immorality, rebellion and perversion. “Old
slewfoot” is the author of confusion, fear,
torment and death. Satan is our real enemy,
and in the final analysis, guilty of engi-
neering strife, murder and war. I challenged
them to accept Christ and His gospel; to
‘renounce the devil, his works and ways.

What a joy to see dozens of young peo-
ple take a public stand for Jesus Christ
and against alcohol, drugs and other evils.

And what a responsibility the Christian
church has to pray for Peerless Lake and
other places that have suffered devastating
attacks from the “evil one.”

Jesus said the devil not only lies, but steals
and kills as well. What are some of the devil’s
lies? :

Lie No. 1: God doesn’t really care about
us. He’s too busy running the universe to
bother with mere mortals. What a lie! God
proved His love when Jesus came to this

~ earth to forgive, teach and heal the human

o
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race and to die for our sins. No greater love
can be exhibited than a man dying for his
friends. Christ went further — He died for
His enemies! :

Lie No. 2: God isn't relevant; He’s out-of-
touch with modern man. His laws are ar-
chaic and the bible doesn’t relate to the
needs of the 20th century. Nothing could
be farther from the truth! " :

God'’s word is as up-to-date as our morning
newspaper. He stills heals the sick who put
their trust in Him and answers the intellec-
tual queries of “the learned”

Man has not changed; basically, his prob-
lems and needs are the same. Satan has not
changed either, except for getting more bold,
aggressive and desperate, since he’s running
out of time.

God has not changed

.And God has not changed, because He is
the same yesterday, today and forever. He is
still compassionate, loving and merciful to-
ward sinners who repent. And He is under-
standing as well; forgiving, blessing and
healing the worst among us. : =



Word

1am wiser than the Athen-
ians, They think they know
everything — I know that I
don’t know.

— Socrates
St. Paul listed the nine su-
pernatural of the Holy

Spirit and it’s no wonder the

“oift of wisdom” leads them all since the
te need in the Church — as well as

other areas — is the ability to make the right

decision, in any given situation!

ﬁupmggnm}g
The Bible states thata t man” is not

necgssarily wise, and-that has been verified
again by the recent actions of U.S. President
Reagan. The Iran fiasco proved that his
heart was bigger than his head, and wisdom
was sadly lacking in his dealing with the
Mullahs. ..

His intentions were noble: trying to free
the hostages and establishing contact with
Iranian moderates. v

If it were not for the Bible prophecy which
outlines Iran’s future alignment with the So-
viet Union, no one would understand how an

Iranian desert prophet could destabilize two

US. presidencies.

1f Reagan had read the Bible, he may have
been clued in. And it might have helped if
U.S. President Carter had studied the “Com-
munistic Manifesto” before meeting Leonid
Brezhnev!

Carter’s statement, “The most disappoint-
ing thing that happened in three years was to
Jearn that Brezhnev lied to me,” must be the
height of naivety.

1t is sad to see such a great nation writhing
in turmoil, because of the lack of
understanding! g

It is also sad to witness the growing inef-
fectiveness of Prime Minister Mulronegis
government, due to patronage, greed, ineffi-
ciency . .. And lack of wisdom!

There is, however, a danger that wisdom
without humility will lead to pride — a study
of Lucifer’s disastrous fall teaches a volume

. .@myrouﬁﬁj’@”‘%
s of wisdom
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" Solomon’s wisdom became known even to

max [

.

on arrogance! There is really no one to go to
for instruction, outside of Christ, who is the
fountainhead of all wisdom, learning and
understanding!

St. James declared, “If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God, that gives to all
men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it
shanbe’@m him.”

When King Solomon was given the oppor-
tunity to choose whatever he desired, he
asked for wisdom to rule his people! The
Lord was so im| with his unselfish
choice that He also granted him health,
peace, riches and long life!

Once two women came to Solomon claim-

the same b::nx, with great wisdom, he
called for a sword to divide the infant and
give half to each woman! The real mother
cried out, “No. Don't kill my baby; let her
have it!”

The test proved who the mother was, and

foreign nations. .
Troubles self-inflicted

Oh, how we need God-given wisdom in
business, government, industry, labor ani
education ... as well as research, law en-
forcement and family life! .

How foolish and lacking in wisdom we all
are at times. And most of our troubles are
self-inflicted, because of our arrogance,
pride, lust and prejudice.

One final word from the Bible: “Re
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| “We are shaped and fashioned by what we love.”
— Goethe, German poet.
“The love of money is the root of all evil.”
: ; — St. Paul.

~ How true. And when people are snared by covetousness,
their lives become unhealthy, warped and greed-filled.

Every waking hour is consumed by thoughts of making
money and how to exploit each moment for that purpose.
Other people’s feelings, priorities and friendships are insignif-

‘icant, as they ride roughshod over morals, principles and -

etiquette.

' % selfish lifestyle
ers are totally “pleasure-mad@"” 7o i

gitl“edonistic” describes the selfish lifestyle adopted by

many. But true love seeks to make others happy and gives

joyfully without expecting anything in return.

A Christian missionary saved a young man from the streets ; ‘
of India some years ago. He gave him the name John Paul, as

well as a splendid education. Today, John Paul is an excellent
surgeon, sought after by hospitals across India and other
countries. {

He isn’t interested in large salaries, fine titles or expen-

- sive homes. Together with his wife, a nurse, they’ve set up a

sidewalk hospital in the slum area where he grew up. And the
people are given the best care, by one of India’s finest sur-
geons, because he once slept on their sidewalks, and hasn’t
forgotten.

Jesus said when making a feast, we should not only invite

the rich and influential, but the poor, crippled, and blind.

In many countries the handicapped are on the streets beg- -
ging, while the rich live in total luxury. Too many people love -

only themselves.

General William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army,
began his work in the slums of London; he had the word
“others” painted on his pulpit.
; Goethe so truly stated
ove.

Nature lovers seem to be caught up with nature and them- |

selves. Animal lovers often spend more time with animals
then fellow humans. : ; -

But people who love God seem to have an easy time loving
their fellow man, as well as caring for animals and nature.

at we are shaped by the things we

E f love aboun

‘The Bible states that we should love God with all our hearts,
and our neighbor as ourselves.
Mother Teresa’s labor of love ameng the homeless in Cal-

' o R N R ey SR RS
girl’s kind act. ] :

As an incorrigible, he was being transported by train und
omel armed guard to Sing Sing prison in NewpoYork. %hile waitine;
cutta recently sparked a team of Harvard scientists to do a | on the platform to change trains, the convict caught the atten-
study on “the effects of love.” LN - tion of the five-year-old who was with her mother

“There is no doubt that giving love bolsters the immune = “Who is that man in the striped clothes? Why is he hand-
system and helps people resist all kinds of diseases,” states ~ cuffed to that policeman? Why is his hair shaved off?” asked
J an;:;s }Vch;y, a member of the university team. th% little girl. ‘

“We found that selfless love and caring for others is directly =~ Even after being told not to look at “that bad man,” -
linked to good health. Also, a sense of humor and lack of  mother,she snatched the rose out of her mo:nl”:fa;lana’ndby hg'
cynicism seems to affect disease fighting capabilities.” . | the criminal with these words: “Mr. Badman, maybe nowm |

McKay believes that if you feel good about yourself and | lovesyou, but God loves you,andsodol” ‘ gl
o_ther$, the feeling is transmitted to disease-resisting lympho- f Wl}en he arrived at the penitentiary, he could think of
cites in the blood, strengthening them. / nothing but the flower and the little g’irl’s words and?l |

Dr. Bernard Siegel, author of the book, Love, Medicine and brought him in contact with God. :
Miracles, writes: “I.don’t believe it’s a coincidence that angry Truly, love conquersall L
people succumb to diseases; we have established that despair ‘ Lo i
certainly affects the immune system. -

it

“I have seen ill patients recover when they’ve adopted a
more loving attitude,” adds the Connecticut surgeon.
A 75-year-old man died of natural causes in a U.S. peniten-
tiary recently. He had been incarcerated for 40 years and his
~story is a blessing to me.
The unusual aspect is that for four decades he was a model
prisoner and worked with chaplains to help others. His con-
version from rebellion and hatred came about by a little




~ Man has conquored outer space, yet failed in the conquest of

~ inner space! We have split the atom, explored the galaxy, and
landed men on the moon, but many lack peace of mind, di-
rection or reason for living.
. Hatred, prejudice, and fear has gripped others, producing
yiolence, murder and torment. Mankind also needs inner
healing from pride, jealousy and greed. In response to numer-
ous inquiries on the subject, I have laid out a concise, effective
and easy-to-follow plan:

Ask for forgiveness

(1.) Ask God’s forgiveness and cleansing! St. John said,
“Ii we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
pur sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” God invites,
“Come now and let us reason together saith the Lord, though
zhour sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though

ey be red as crimson, they shall be as wool.”

Confession is good for the soul, since it presents opportunity
for the release of pent-up and guilty feelings. It also involves a
meeting with God, in prayer, and the assurance of sins
forgiven.

(2 Forgive those who have wronged you. In the Lord’s
prayer, Jesus taught us to pray: “Forgive our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us.” He added, that if we
refuse to forgive those who sin against us, neither will our
Heavenly Father forgive us!

‘We are admonished, “Grudge not one against another, lest
ye be condemned.” How foolish to held grudges and refuse to
forgive. By doing 50, we lose in the long run, as bitterness eats
like a canker!

L &

~ {3.) Leave the judging to God. Jesus said, “Judge not,
lest ye be judged,” and St. Paul stated, “But why dost thou
judge thy brother ... for we shall all stand before the judg-
ment seat of Christ.”

~ When the pharisees brought an adulteress woman to Jesus,
demanding she be stoned for her sin, He said: “Let the one
without sin, cast the first stone.” Being convicted of their own
gins, they left, without pressing charges.

‘(4. Be generous with God and man. If we are merciful
o others, we will receive mercy ourselves. But if not, that
brings dividends too. Jesus said, “Give and it shall be given
vou; good measure, pressed down, shaken together and run-
ning over, shall men give unto your bosom.”

It is only right to give back to God a little of what He
has blessed us with, and help extend His kingdom! An unwrit-
ten law says, “Whatever you plant will return a bigger harvest
than that planted.” Try smiling at someone and see what

pens; they’ll smile right back at you!

'5.) Don’t live in the past. St. Paul testified, “Forget-

“ting those things which are behind, I press toward the mark.” |

Mo wonder he could say, “I can do all things through Christ,
ngfh healthy m&uan ‘ i Napash

It isn’t healthy to on past sins. and confess
M’f‘“m forget the matter, because He has! And it

isn’t wise to dwell on past successes, either. Let’s get on with
the job and do the best we can today!

(6.) Don’t be too concerned about the future, either. Jesus
stated that God sees the sparrow fall, and we are worth more
than many sparrows. And since He clothes the flowers of the
field, we need not be too concerned about the future.

St.Paul also advises against worry: “Be anxious about noth-

ing; but in everything by prayer. With thanksgiving, make
your requests known unto God.” s A
An Anglican Bishop was praying for his flock late one
Saturday night, when God spoke to him: “You can go to
bed now, Bishop. I'll take this g bt
(7.) Be kind and helpful to others. The Bible says, “Love
suffers long and is kind.” And we are admonished to “bear one
another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.” W
No man is an island, and we all need each other; the
more we reach out to those around us, the more friends
we’ll have and the less we will dwell on our own prob-
lems. And the more input we’ll get from others, when a
real need arises in our lives. i
In over 23 years of counselling, I have discovered that
a basic reason for people being upset and in turmoil, is
their pre-occupation with themselves. By helping others, we
may be solving their poblem, as well as one of our own! '§













